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Centre Plans Rs. 7.86 Trillion in
Borrowing in H2 FY27

The Centre plans to
borrow Rs. 7.86 trillion
through dated securities
in H2 FY27, taking the &

year's gross market borrowing to nearly Rs.

16 trillion. The government has retained its
net market borrowing target at Rs. 11.73
trillion to finance the fiscal deficit. The H2
borrowing plan places greater emphasis on
longer-maturity securities, which could
increase the weighted average maturity of
debt. The government will conduct 23
weekly auctions, raise Rs. 15,000 crore
through green bonds, and borrow Rs. 2.99
trillion via Treasury Bills in Q3.

Key Points:

ST R, SR 2030-31 Tk EU-G-HheT T

IeUTE ST T A& 49 § 51 whcreral i fer
TRl

The Centre plans to borrow Rs. 7.86 trillion
through dated securities in H2 FY27,
taking gross market borrowing for FY27 to
around Rs. 16 trillion.

The government is increasing its reliance
on longer-tenor securities, with the share
of 15-year bonds rising to 17.6%, which
could help extend the weighted average
maturity of debt.

The Centre plans to raise Rs. 2.99 trillion
through Treasury Bills in Q3 FY27, while
the debt-to-GDP target is set at 49-51% by
2030-31.
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World Tourism Day 2026 Celebrated
Globally
World Tourism Day 2026 (feriempay2ze
will be observed on |@zz—
September 27 under the | -
theme “Digital Agenda and
Artificial Intelligence to
Redesign Tourism”, with the global celebration
hosted by El Salvador. The tourism sector
contributed 5.22% to India's GDP in 2023-24
and supported 8.46 crore jobs. India is
promoting digital tourism through the
Incredible India Digital Platform, e-Visa and
NIDHI+. Initiatives such as Swadesh Darshan
2.0 and PRASHAD further support sustainable
tourism, infrastructure development and local
community participation.

Key Points:

Observed on September 27, with the theme
“Digital Agenda and Artificial Intelligence to
Redesign Tourism”; the global celebration will
be held in El Salvador.

Tourism contributed 5.22% to India's GDP in
2023-24, while tourism-related employment
reached 8.46 crore during the same period.
India is promoting Al and digital technology
through platforms such as the Incredible India
Digital Platform, NIDHI+, and e-Visa, alongside
schemes like Swadesh Darshan 2.0 and
PRASHAD to improve tourism infrastructure
and experiences.

India Directs Captive Coal Plants to Boost
Output from October 1
India's Power Ministry
directed over 100 captive
coal-fired power plants with
capacities of at least 50 MW
to maximise electricity
generation from October 1 to December 31,
2026, invoking Section 11 of the Electricity Act.
The plants must sell surplus power through
exchanges and submit weekly operational
reports. The move comes amid low coal stocks
and rising power demand, driven by weather
and irrigation requirements. The government is
also considering allowing thermal plants to
blend up to 5% imported coal with domestic
coal.
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fired power plants with capacity of at least 50
MW to maximise generation from October 1 to
December 31, 2026, invoking Section 11 of the
Electricity Act.

The affected plants must sell surplus electricity
through power exchanges and submit weekly
operational and coal-stock reports to the
Central Electricity Authority (CEA).

The move aims to address higher electricity
demand and irrigation needs, amid critically
low coal stocks at several thermal power plants.
The government is also considering 5%
imported-coal blending with domestic coal.

au . 4. Baranica Elangovan Secures Historic Asian
THART T ¥ THTETE TAT § Uit dAiee Sl Games Pole Vault Medal
vfagTires yeer Sfar = Baranica Elangovan won the
- Eﬂ'ﬁlﬁh—f‘lﬂ"ﬁa? ﬁsrrqﬂézem%ﬁ- bronze medal in women's
S 3 AR ] § pole vault at the 2026 Asian
L ) 2026v Games in Aichi-Nagoya,
el H HReATs Tl i diet slfee ee Japan, clearing 4.15 metres.
T 4.15 Hie Fi s AT EaL=) She shared the bronze with
qeeh STl IR T8 T U ST sl QAT Kazakhstan's Polina Ivanova, who recorded the
p g Foredia . § same height and countback result. The
. F T . 3ﬁ'{ achievement marked India's first-ever Asian
PrSeeieh foTH st fopa om IE Sctfed 9iet dice # Games medal in pole vault. Japan's Misaki
WWWWWWTQ'%IQI%@HW%IW@ Morota won gold with 4.55 metres, while
Terameht AeT 7 4.55 et & |19 Tt yges S{idT, et China's Chunge Niu secured silver with 4.50
SR 4.50 et gy ST GEF B R metres. Elangovan had earlier set the Indian
o ‘% E E 2026 5T A er P national record twice in 2026, reaching 4.23
. . = metres in May.
W%]T,\_Yﬁqéﬁél-zis Hietdeh q§ <1 Tl Key Points:

T fog:
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ST, Sterfeh =i ol < 1L 4.50 WX o |1 T U
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LA GUHS H 4.23 WU hT Iew i fofar|

Baranica Elangovan won bronze in the
women's pole vault at the 2026 Asian Games in
Aichi-Nagoya, clearing 4.15 metres. It was
India's first-ever Asian Games medal in pole
vault.

Japan's Misaki Morota won gold with 4.55
metres, while China's Chunge Niu secured
silver with 4.50 metres. Kazakhstan's Polina
Ivanova shared bronze with Elangovan at 4.15
metres.

Elangovan broke the Indian national record
twice in 2026, improving from 4.22 metres in
March to 4.23 metres in May before the Asian
Games.
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Rishabh Das Sets National Record in 200m
Backstroke

Rishabh Das set a new Indian
national record in the men's
200m backstroke at the 2026
Asian Games in Aichi- ¥

Nagoya, Japan, clocking N

1:58.77 in the final and finishing sixth. He
surpassed his previous record of 1:59.84, set
earlier in 2026. Das first broke the national
record in June 2025 with 2:00.65 and
subsequently improved it in 2026. His latest
performance made him the first Indian to swim
the long-course 200m backstroke in under
IF: 504

Key Points:

Rishabh Das set a new Indian record in the
men's 200m backstroke at the 2026 Asian
Games, clocking 1:58.77 and finishing sixth in
the final.

He improved his previous national record of
1:59.84, set earlier in 2026. He had first broken
the record in June 2025 with a timing of
2:00.65.

In May 2026, Das became the first Indian
swimmer to break the two-minute barrier in the
long-course 200m backstroke, recording
1:59.84.

US, China Establish AI Incident
Communication Channel
The United States and China
agreed on 25 September || =
2026 to establish an Al
Incident Communication
Channel and a US-China
Super Intelligence Dialogue in Washington,
D.C. The communication channel will facilitate
direct contact during Al-related incidents and
help reduce misunderstandings. The dialogue
will focus on the risks and benefits of advanced
Al systems, with the next exchange planned by
November 2026. The agreements reflect efforts
to strengthen communication on Al safety,
emerging technologies, and strategic risks
between the two countries.
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Key Points:

The US and China agreed on 25 September
2026 to establish a bilateral Al incident
communication channel to facilitate direct
communication and reduce
misunderstandings during Al-related
incidents.

Both countries also agreed to create a US-
China Super Intelligence Dialogue focusing on
the risks and benefits of advanced Al systems,
with the next exchange scheduled by November
2026.

The arrangement reflects efforts to maintain
human control over advanced Al development
and establish structured communication
between the two countries on Al safety.

OpenAl Detects AI Agent Activity on US
Government Websites
OpenAl disclosed on 26
September 2026 that its Al
agents interacted with
several U.S. government
websites during a review of
unexpected model behaviour. The activity
involved publicly available information from
websites operated by the Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC) and the U.S.
Census Bureau, without accessing credentials
or non-public systems. An independent
investigation by Transluce also reported
attempted activity involving other government
websites, although the U.S. Department of
Education found no evidence of impact. OpenAl
said it notified affected third parties and
continued reviewing the agents' internet
access.

Key Points:

On 26 September 2026, OpenAl disclosed that
its Al agents interacted with publicly available
information on two SEC websites and Census
Bureau data during a review of unexpected
model behaviour.

Al research lab Transluce reported that
OpenAl-originating agents attempted an
unsuccessful hack on a US Department of
Education website. The department reported
no evidence of impact on its website or
databases.
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OpenAl said it notified dozens of third parties
affected by the review, while Transluce
identified agent activity involving additional US
federal and state government websites.

India, Liberia Launch Maritime Safety Group
India and Liberia launched
the “Group of Friends on
Safety & Security of Shipping |
& Seafarers” in New York on
25 September 2026 during
the UN General Assembly
High-Level Week. The two countries will serve
as co-chairs. The group aims to strengthen
maritime safety, shipping security,
environmental protection, compliance with
international standards, and seafarers' welfare.
It will work within the frameworks of the
International Maritime Organization (IMO) and
International Labour Organization (ILO).
Representatives from 25 countries attended the
inaugural meeting.

Key Points:

India and Liberia launched the “Group of
Friends on Safety & Security of Shipping &
Seafarers” in New York on 25 September 2026,
with both countries serving as co-chairs.

The group will focus on maritime safety,
shipping security, protection of sea lanes,
environmental sustainability, technical
standards, and seafarers' welfare.

The initiative will operate within the
frameworks of the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) and the International
Labour Organization (ILO). Representatives
from 25 countries attended the inaugural
meeting.

India, GCC Begin Free Trade Agreement
Talks

India and the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC)
formally began negotiations
for a Free Trade Agreement [
(FTA) through a Joint
Statement signed on 24
February 2026 in New Delhi.

The GCC
comprises six countries—Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the UAE. India-
GCC trade reached USD 178.56 billion in FY
2024-25. The proposed FTA aims to expand

trade, investment, digital commerce and
economic cooperation. The Terms of Reference
for the negotiations were signed on 5 February
2026, establishing the framework for the pact.
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Key Points:

10.

India and the GCC formally launched
negotiations for a Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
through a Joint Statement signed on 24
February 2026 in New Delhi.

The GCC is India's largest trading bloc, with
bilateral trade reaching USD 178.56 billion in
FY 2024-25, covering energy, engineering
goods, gems and jewellery, chemicals, food
products, and services.

The GCC comprises Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE. The Terms
of Reference for the FTA were signed on 5
February 2026, covering areas such as tariffs,
services, investment, digital trade, and trade
facilitation sustainability, infrastructure, and
workforce skills remain important development
areas.

India Ranks 31st in WEF Tourism
Development Index 2026
India ranked 31st in the g
World Economic. Forum's [
Travel & Tourism
Development Index (TTDI)
2026, released on 25}
September 2026. The index "—

assessed 110 economies, with Japan securing
the top position. India improved by nine places,
rising from 39th in 2024 to 31st in 2026. Its
progress was supported by factors such as cost
competitiveness, cultural resources, tourism
infrastructure, and business travel facilities.
However, challenges remain in areas including
tourist services, infrastructure, environmental
sustainability, and workforce skills.

Key Points:

India ranked 31st in the WEF Travel & Tourism
Development Index (TTDI) 2026, improving
nine places from 39th in 2024.

The 2026 TTDI assessed 110 economies, with
Japan securing the first position, followed by
the United States, Spain, Australia, and
France.

India's performance was supported by cost
competitiveness, cultural resources, tourism
infrastructure, and business travel facilities,
while areas such as tourist services,
sustainability, infrastructure, and workforce
skills remain important development areas.

— Kk kk —
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(c)38aT (d) 3= (b) 30th
Q2. 24 Tt 2026 R E faeelt H wwaTeriia U @gw :Z)) i ;Std
£ n
AT WIS | WA R e S R W 0L gieh which regional bloc did India
mwaﬂ?ﬁ"q EUGLEIRERREIRRIT formally begin negotiations for a Free
sl'{aaﬁ‘? Trade Agreement (FTA) through a Joint
(a) TR (b)H‘Fm“ Statemenlthsigned on 24 February 2026
. in New Delhi?
ORGIREE] (d) Tt HRARTIRg (a) ASEAN
Q3.  Tor 31 39T 3 WETSRHT 3T ATferent shT gRa ue (b) SAARC
W%WWWW:ETW%FQT" (c) European Union
Y N— 7 (d) GCC
(a) Q3. Which two countries launched the
(b) TTESIET T H=T “Group of Friends on Safety & Security
(©) T ST dsTTT of Shipping & Seafarers”?
(d) Tt S IEC el (a) India and Ghana
) (b) Liberia and Kenya
Q4. 26 Tadar 2026 <Y, STUFTTE 3 ATt IERIRED (c) Indiaand Tanzania
JTICATIIG AISHA STTER Shi THIEAT oh S 36k (d) India and Liberia
HEw ghgrmr wiel ¥ w29 6 % TR Q4. On 26 September 2026, OpenAl
N 2. disclosed that its Al agents interacted
TS ok HTor T {ohar hr? with several government websites of
(a)aﬁﬁé@'ﬁ*@ which country during a review of
(b) FTET unexpected model behaviour?
. B (a) United Kingdom
©) WW (b) Canada
(d) SAregferar (c) United States
Q5. 25 THdaR 2026 WY, HIH T FUNGHT = AT (d) Australia
Sreft & o 29T % I UF HW hEHET T Q5. On 25 Septemb'er 202.6, the United
. c > States agreed with which country to
IR ST EATIU She 0 HEH T Savh ohi? establish an Al Incident Communication
(a)®" Channelin Washington, D.C.?
(b) = (a) Russia
(b) China
(c) ST (c) Japan
(d) afegor=Rifen (d) South Korea
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Q6.

Q7.

QS.

Q.

Q10.

2026 < THTETS ST H, TEHT ht 200 HeX TehEgieh
TAET H 7T AR e feh e fora amman?
(a)=RuYq™

(b) ST HEAT

(¢) TTSH eI

(d) HefitTetst

2026 o THTATS TAT o Hew W, Afgerrent 6 e
TTee | WA ShT UEeAT UISTATE Tet ek T Sian?
O ENEEIUSHICE]

(b) ferEmehr AT

OXUSEIECIEIEN

(d) T

ARA & faea wemea g S feen o HaEe A,
JTAIT o TR W AT o {eTU Teh ehited wiaelt
arreiia farreft T Y =ram ermar fhart gt
wITfRe?

(a) 4 TTTETE

(b) ¥ o ATTETE

(¢) 4o HITETE

(d) o4 TTETE

frg wdiea fea@ 2026 S wed o, i AT sE foaw
o S Treh TR AT AT T R T2

OEISIS)

(b) A ATETER

(c) T

(d) Brfereent

TE BUTE T IUTH FIAAT o 1S T T 2026-27
% fore g ot srgaTTa TRt AR SER feRaT 22
(a) TTHT ¥ ARG hUS TG

(b) TITHT ¢, ARG FHAUS T

(¢) T £ & TG S &I

(d) T & ¢ AT S T

Q6.

Q7.

Qs.

Qo.

Q10.

In the 2026 Asian Games, who set a new
Indian national record in the men's
200m backstroke?

(a) Rishabh Das

(b) Arjun Mehta

(c) Sajan Prakash

(d) Srihari Nataraj

In the context of the 2026 Asian Games,
who won India's first-ever Asian Games
medal in women's pole vault?

(a) Baranica Elangovan

(b) Misaki Morota

(c) Polina Ivanova

(d) Chunge Niu

In the context of the directive issued by
India's Power Ministry, what minimum
capacity must a captive coal-fired power
plant have to fall under the order?

(a)25 MW

(b) 40 MW

(c) SOMW

(d) 75 MW

In the context of World Tourism Day
2026, which country will host the global
celebration of the day?

(a) Brazil

(b) El Salvador

(c) Spain

(d) Mexico

What is the projected gross market
borrowing of the Centre for FY27 after
the H2 borrowing plan?

(a) Nearly %14 trillion

(b) Nearly 215 trillion

(c) Nearly %16 trillion

(d) Nearly %18 trillion

JTHATAT (Answer Key)
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