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1.

Government Proposes Drug Rule
Changes to Tighten Oversight of
Schedule H, H1 and X Medicines

Under Draft Gazette

Health and Family|
Welfare has proposed [=

amending the Drugs

Rules, 1945 to mandate CCTV surveillance
at medical stores selling Schedule H, H1,
and X medicines. Recommended by the
Drugs Technical Advisory Board, this
measure aims to curb unauthorized,
prescription-free sales, enhance supply
chain transparency, and improve public
safety. Retailers must maintain and
preserve video recordings for three months
for audit checks.

Key Points:

Mandatory CCTV monitoring proposed:
Medical stores may need CCTV
surveillance to monitor prescription-drug
sales and strengthen accountability
against unauthorised access.

Retail sales specifically covered: The
proposed amendment targets retail
medical stores handling Schedule H, H1
and X medicines, while wholesalers remain
outside its scope.

Three-month footage retention:
Pharmacies would be required to preserve
surveillance recordings for three months,
creating an additional traceable record for
regulatory checks.
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2.

NHAI Introduces OneTag FASTag Portability
Feature Through Rajmargyatra App
Launched at Global Fintech Fest 2026 by the
Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways, 'OneTag' is a §
joint portability initiative by
Indian Highways
Management Company
Limited and National
Payments Corporation of India. Accessible
through the Rajmargyatra mobile application,
it enables vehicle owners to switch issuer
banks without replacing their existing physical
RFID tag or tag identification number. This
streamlined transition cuts operational
expenses, minimizes tag production, and
boosts customer convenience within the
National Electronic Toll Collection ecosystem.

Key Points:

Bank switching without replacement: OneTag
allows FASTag users to change their issuing
bank while retaining the existing physical
FASTagattached to vehicles.

Rajmargyatra enables portability: Users can
access the portability facility through the NHAI
Rajmargyatra application, simplifying bank
changes without obtaining another physical
tag.

Improved user flexibility: The facility increases
consumer choice by separating bank
relationships from physical FASTag
replacement during routine issuer changes.
Health Ministry Issues New Advisory to
Regulate the Use of Stem Cell Therapy
Following a Supreme Court ~ .
judgment, the Union Health -
Ministry issued an advisory J
strictly enforcing regulations
on stem cell therapy.
Standard clinical practice is
permitted solely for Ministry-approved
indications, primarily hematological
malignancies and specific blood disorders
using hematopoietic stem cell transplantation.
Treatments for conditions like Autism
Spectrum Disorder remain restricted to
approved clinical trials under Indian Council of
Medical Research guidelines. Unapproved
commercial administration or promotion faces
cancellation of registration and professional
misconduct penalties.
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Key Points:

Approved uses only: Stem cell therapy can be
provided as routine standard care only for
disease conditions and indications approved by
the Ministry.

Autism treatment restricted: Therapeutic stem
cell use for Autism Spectrum Disorder remains
restricted to duly approved clinical trials
following established research guidelines.
Violations may attract action: Unauthorised
administration, promotion or prescription can
lead to professional misconduct proceedings
and penalties under applicable regulations.
India Pushes Technology-Led Innovation to
Strengthen Competitiveness in the Mining
Sector

To modernize mineral
extraction and enforce
environmental compliance, S
the Ministry of Mines,
through the Indian Bureau of
Mines, instituted the Star Rating System for
Sustainable Mining. Implemented under the
Mineral Conservation and Development Rules,
this framework evaluates mine leases using
self-assessment templates validated by official
inspections. Evaluating environmental
management, resource optimization, social
impact, and progressive closure, it awards one
to five-star ratings, driving technology-led
innovation, responsible practices, and resource
security across the sector.

Key Points:

Advanced exploration technologies promoted:
Technology-led approaches are being
encouraged to improve mineral exploration,
operational efficiency and capabilities across
India's evolving mining sector.

Critical minerals receive attention: Innovation
efforts increasingly focus on critical minerals
and advanced technologies needed for resource
security and future industrial requirements.
Industry research linkages strengthened:
Collaboration among mining companies,
research institutions and technology providers
supports advanced laboratories, analytics and
industry-oriented innovation capabilities.
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Labour Ministry Calls for Collective Action

s 1o H o7 it o o s g

T 3 o feTu T fEeh shTias ot strg T femam

W IR T g

to Promote Social Justice and Sustainable
Development

Addressing the National
Conference on Building and jge
Other Construction Workers
in Mumbai, Union Labour §

Gy

qg@ giefem 3 war o om vt Minister Dr. Mansukh
D .
. = Mandaviya stated that labor
Aﬁqﬁwaﬁ:{m%l ) power is integral to nation-building. He

Yiferd fopam fof TSR Team 3 e e
Tt forshre & fore wiferes o U 81 © e § sifer
formfor sifirent <t geenr o forg, 3= s ffermtt &
Y SUANT, HH HIEATST o THTET fsham=aa 3R TS
feforeat s < qur SAHesT Ut §UE Ut St

highlighted that social security and workforce
welfare remain fundamental to national
development. To protect over seven crore
construction workers, he urged optimum
utilization of welfare funds, effective execution
of labor codes, and implementation of digital
initiatives like the State Digital Labour Chowk

fefSTect ugatl o s =1 3TTua foram) and Online Cess Collection Portals.
e Key Points:
) %'3 Collective efforts emphasised: The government

" G ST O S SRR o AT = i 3T

W IR Fad faehE Sevai &1 gudd 3 & fore
et o T frard T SRl SATIYe S|

SATHE ST kg H o1 §3T: 21 Hefell uaet Wk W H
TSR TTLIOT, USTIR o SATHL, il [ 37T
FrTSTes S it o o s hfgq st 2

Taq s sl STAfHehdT: J8 gfvehior o9 Hifaai =
e s det | SiiedT &, AHmast Yrfiert it

highlighted coordinated action among
stakeholders as essential for advancing social
justice and supporting sustainable
development objectives.

Worker welfare remains central: Labour-
related initiatives continue focusing on social
protection, employment opportunities, skills
development and dignified working conditions
across India.

Sustainable future prioritised: The approach
connects labour policies with broader

TSTe[d GTHTISTeh GC&T0T o ohl TlcHT ad a2 development goals, encouraging inclusive
o . q . .
. participation and stronger social protection
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Cleanliness and Administrative Efficiency
Under SCDPM 5.0

Under the Special Campaign
for Disposal of Pending| g swwes
Matters, the Ministry of Earth _®
Sciences and its institutes| o=
achieved major
administrative efficiency milestones.
Conducting 20 cleanliness drives across ten
offices, the ministry freed 54,815 square feet of
office space for productive use and generated
1.57 crore rupees from scrap disposal.
Systematic record management led to closing
750 physical files and 177 e-files, alongside
achieving a 100 percent addressal rate for
public grievances and cabinet proposals.
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Key Points:

Cleanliness drives expanded: Twenty
cleanliness drives were conducted across ten
offices and institutes between December 2025
and August 2026.

Office space optimised: The campaign freed
54,815 square feet of office space for productive
use through systematic disposal and
organisational improvements.

Records management improved: Systematic file
weeding and disposal activities supported
administrative efficiency while encouraging
streamlined documentation and greater use of
digital records.

India Highlights Energy Security Priorities
at G20 Energy Abundance Ministerial
Meeting

Led by Union Ministerf
Manohar Lal in Houston, s
India participated in the G20
Energy Abundance
Ministerial Meeting held "
under the United States G20 Presidency. India
emphasized secure, affordable, and reliable
baseload energy for economic growth,
highlighting its installed power generation
capacity reaching 552 gigawatts with non-fossil
sources exceeding half. India advocated for
streamlined regulatory efficiency, digital
permitting tools, and resilient critical mineral
supply chains through recycling and value
addition.

Key Points:

Secure energy supply stressed: India
emphasised secure, affordable and reliable
energy as essential for development,
particularly across developing economies
facing growing demand.

Three pillars guided discussions: The meeting
addressed energy security and affordable
baseload, regulatory efficiency, and critical
minerals with resilient supply chains.

Critical minerals cooperation advanced:
Discussions encouraged innovation,
circularity, investment and international
cooperation to diversify supply chains and
strengthen mineral value addition.
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Dr Jitendra Singh Stresses Technology
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Adoption for Building a More Competitive
Mining Industry

Singh emphasized that
critical minerals and
advanced materials are vital
for India's energy security,
industrial competitiveness,
and strategic self-reliance. Advocating a whole-
of-nation approach, he called for combining
domestic resources with global partnerships,
fostering early industry-research linkages, and
strengthening domestic technological
capabilities. To bridge the lab-to-market gap,
he highlighted the need to integrate science
startups with established industries, reducing
import dependencies and building resilient
supply chains for technological
transformation.

Key Points:

Technology adoption encouraged: The
government highlighted advanced technologies
and stronger research-industry connections as
important tools for developing competitive and
future-ready mining capabilities.

Critical mineral research expanded: Innovation
ecosystems are supporting specialised
laboratories and partnerships focused on
critical minerals, rare earths and advanced
analytical capabilities.

Lab-to-market links strengthened: Greater
collaboration between science institutions,
startups and industry is being encouraged to
translate indigenous technologies into
commercial applications.
Community-Based Science Initiative
Strengthens Tuberculosis Detection and
Management in Rajasthan

intelligence-enabled portable
X-ray devices for active case
finding across vulnerable
and tribal populations. Identified cases
undergo Xpert molecular testing for rapid
confirmatory diagnosis. Addressing challenges
like healthcare access gaps, migration, and
diagnostic delays, this community-based
approach delivers early screening, treatment
adherence, and follow-up. It aligns with the
National TB Elimination Programme to
eliminate tuberculosis nationwide five years
ahead of the Sustainable Development Goals
target.
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Key Points:

10.

W

Community participation strengthened:
Science-based initiatives in Rajasthan
emphasise local participation, awareness and
capacity building to support tuberculosis
elimination across vulnerable communities.

TB detection receives technological support:
Artificial intelligence tools have been deployed
to identify tuberculosis patients and
strengthen follow-up of high-risk individuals
across Rajasthan.

Tribal challenges addressed: Community-
focused approaches consider barriers
including healthcare access, migration,
awareness gaps, discrimination and treatment-
related difficulties in tribal populations.

New Digital Platform Launched to Improve
Urban Waste Management Through
Technology

Principal Scientific Adviser to
the Government of India
Prof. Ajay Kumar Sood,
launched a Life Cycle f
Assessment framework and
greenhouse gas calculator web application.
Developed under the Development of LCA
Framework for Solid Waste Management
Technologies project, this digital platform
enables Urban Local Bodies to evaluate, plan,
and optimize solid waste systems. It provides
detailed metrics on net, avoided, and logistical
emissions, enabling municipalities to compare
waste processing options and adopt low-
emission, climate-resilient waste management
practices.

Key Points:

Digital monitoring strengthened: New
technology-enabled platforms can connect
collection, processing and sanitation
operations while providing real-time visibility
for urban waste management authorities.
Evidence-based planning enabled: Integrated
dashboards support operational monitoring,
planning and decision-making by bringing
waste-management information together
within unified digital systems.

Municipal governance supported: Digital tools
can improve reporting, compliance tracking
and coordination between field operations,
processing facilities and urban authorities.

— Xk ok —
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2 MCQs

Q1. W?o?aﬁﬂﬁmwﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬂ'@qwﬁ Q1. The digital platform launched in
IR T Tt @t S| 2ty usuw % R September 2026 helps Urban Local Bodies
g primarily to assess what aspect of solid
el T T Te? waste management?
(a) STARTE URtERT AT (a) Waste transportation costs
NRUSNECER] Urban water consumption
(®) i (b)Mb' ipalt llecti '
. ¢) Municipal tax collection
(C)HJIIQIi\FIEBﬁ;?(W . (d) Greenhouse gas emissions and carbon
(d) HfiersH EREEEIEACEREET footprint
2. Q0% TETEATT . n , a community-based science
Q & W, Uoh AHETT ATUTRA aEA # | Q2. In 2026 ity-based sci
TR EE R TE initiative significantly enhanced TB
’ ~ - screening in Rajasthan. What is the target
HIEHA F TET ’“{i' FYHN ZNT AU e Eﬁqﬁm year set by the Government of India to
[UTH A ok foT0 shi=-A1 eleg o [eiia ferar completely eliminate Tuberculosis under
9 the National TB Elimination Programme
(a)30R0-R03¢ (b) Ro34-RORE 552%2’7?.2028 (b) 2025-2026
(c)Ro030-R03%¢ (d)Ro34-R03% ©2030-2031 (d) 2035-2036
Q3. firde® Q03¢ ﬁg’[‘ﬁﬁgﬁgzﬁﬁmﬁmﬁ%w’ Q3. According to Dr. Jitendra Singh's
T 5 e AT TR Wt A September 2026 remarks, which approach
N AT FET 2 Lok is important for improving India's mining
g {%ﬁ%'qaﬁ'—r-w E-;_'i SR e r. ot &2 and critical minerals ecosystem?
(a) ST TRNTRAT hT STIFHT T TSI &S i (a) Adopting advanced technologies and
Tea T strengthening indigenous capabilities
N . (b) Reducing scientific research
(b) T » AT bl ehH Tl (c) Restricting private-sector participation
(c)ﬁﬁﬁﬂaﬁﬂﬁwaﬁ@ﬁﬁw (d) Increasing dependence on imported
d) rrefera et o i semn technologies
( ). # NN X . Q4. In September 2026, India actively
Q4. ferds ¢ RORE H, WA R0 Tl ST HiAEa participated in the G20 Energy Abundance
3ok W A Tehd & A 9T feram| g SR o Prer ares Ministerial Meeting. Under which
ToRT avTehT STeTeraT I SITAITST fehaT Tt T2 country's presidency was this G20 summit
3 held?
@ (a) Brazil (b) South Africa
(b) & feor STshieRT (c) United States  (d) India
(c)l:iﬂ?ﬁueqaqﬁf(m Q5. September 2026, the Ministry of Earth
(d) 9T Sc}ilences (MoES)d reported signiﬁc;nt
. . . achievements under SCDPM 5.0. What
Qs. ferdier 2028 H, gocft for II.EIIEIEIﬁQEIEiI?:ICiIQII'«.o does the acronym 'SCDPM' stand for in
% aqEd HWCI;U{‘ SueAteeat i oAt I WERRT government administrative reforms?
srmmﬁiﬁgaﬁﬁaf&mw TEE ST HIGAH ﬁ) Special C?mpaign for Digital Printing and
anagemen
e . (b) System for Centralized Development and
OISR WWW?WWW Policy Monitoring
(b) Feiepe foreprer SR A e sromredt (c) Sustainable Cleanliness Drive for Public
: ‘E . X q Ministries
© - e %‘%‘Qfﬁ?{f i (d) Special Campaign for Disposal of Pending
(d) Sfere arEet o fuem o fore oy stfirm Matters
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Q6.

Q7.

Q8.

Q.

Q10.

forder 2028 & wa 3R e Fmtor siftrent w e
TR & SR, ST, TEE "isfadr ¥ 39 a1 W AR
@ for |TTioTes TRT 3T HTAe T heaTuT fohdtch
feruniferer $2

(a) TR fata

(b) fefeaufadT

(c) Tredrar fershren

(d) Ffe fersrer

T fSRYUT @t ATy T SR Tad Ternett @t
FTET & % f70, @ w1 e ¥ 9Ra § @eEEt & fou
HI-HT T et TUTTeAT I 1 ?

(a) T @ o feAT LT IoTTeAT

(b) @A ER

(c) T G&TdT gTohieh (THSATS)

(d) TSI 0T o

HET TSI HATAT ¥ 03¢ B TH U fehear &
e ® ohe fevm-Fder s fovo) wa o adwm ferfereaT
et o oTER, wew Tt fafereat forer Siuft <6 faeri o6
foTu Su=m it e ugfa & w9 & ATfereRTie: ®9 A
FAFaIfeae?

() SATSITEHTINT o foTT drenT Hefef gt

(b) g Vel ST Eied gig afsram

(c) T Hsteft errash T 3T farfare h fereh

(d) Serfires wieRsier STaer T 3T G i ae<t At A it
REEGIEH)

forder 2028 W, WA AT TR gifdeRTor ¥
EAST! TR WIETafere! Gioren & il 36 | hl
IUART ST o TeTQ RI-HT SATTETRTIER RISTSeT SATTART
YT TATATE?

(a) THUTEEA (b) TSHTTITAT

(c) e i (d) TR AT

forder 2035 W aitwfer faemt & weaTfera Gome o qgd
et Tameed Herera A ferfereat gwmt % fog wm-ar
T frareres geer suTe e ferare?

Q6.

Q7.

Qs.

Qo.

Q1o0.

During the September 2026 National
Conference on Building and Other
Construction Workers, Dr. Mansukh
Mandaviya emphasised that social
security and welfare of the workforce are
fundamental to what?

(a) Industrial exports

(b) Digital transformation

(c) National development

(d) Agricultural growth

To modernize mineral extraction and
promote sustainable practices, the
Ministry of Mines launched which flagship
ranking system for mines in India?

(a) Rating System for Sustainable Mining

(b) Green Rating Scheme Star

(c) Mining Efficiency Index (MEI)

(d) Net-Zero Extraction Certification

The Union Health Ministry issued strict
guidelines in 2026 regarding Stem Cell
Therapy. According to current medical
regulations in India, for which category of
disorders is stem cell therapy officially
approved as a standard line of treatment?
(a) Neurological regeneration for Alzheimer's
disease

(b) Anti-aging and cosmetic enhancement
procedures

(c) Hematological malignancies and specific
blood disorders

(d) Primary muscular dystrophies and spinal
injury restoration

In September 2026, National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI) introduced the
'OneTag' FASTag portability feature.
Which official mobile application enables
users to access this service?

(a) mParivahan

(b) Rajmargyatra

(c) FASTag Mitra

(d) Bharat Marg

What new regulatory safeguard has the
Union Health Ministry proposed for
medical stores under the September 2026
drug-rule amendments?

(a) Biometric attendance

(b) Mandatory CCTV surveillance

(c) Online payment verification

(d) Daily physical inspection

SAYHTAT (Answer Key)

5D)[6(C)[7(a)[8(c)[9(B)[10(B)
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