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Government Expands PM-YASASVI
Support for Educational
Empowerment of OBC, EBC and DNT
Students -
The Ministry of Social TR
Justice an dig
Empowerment ;;,q@’ﬂf
operates the PM Young |
Achievers Scholarship

Award Scheme for Vibrant India,
known as PM-YASASVI. This umbrella
scheme offers financial backing to
students from Other Backward
Classes, Economically Backward
Classes, and De-notified, Nomadic,
and Semi-Nomadic Tribes. It comprises
four sub-schemes: Pre-Matric, Post-
Matric, Top Class School Education,
and Top Class College Education. To
qualify, the candidate's combined
annual household income must not
exceed 2.5 Lakh. Funding is disbursed
straight to recipient accounts.

Key Points:

Expanded scholarship access: The
umbrella scheme supports eligible
OBC, EBC and DNT students through
scholarships spanning school and
higher education.

Four scholarship components:
Support covers pre-matric, post-
matric, top-class school education and
top-class college education for eligible
beneficiaries and students.

Reducing financial barriers: The
scheme aims to help disadvantaged
students continue quality education
without financial hardship and
improve access to equal opportunities.
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Swachh Seva Aankalan Introduced to
Assess Cleanliness Services under
Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen

The Department of
Drinking Water and
Sanitation under the
Ministry of Jal Shakti

launched Swachh Seva Aankalan. This

annual, Gram Panchayat level digital self
assessment framework operates under
Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen phase
two. It evaluates sanitation service delivery,
solid and liquid waste management, visual
cleanliness, and overall asset operation
and maintenance. Findings undergo Gram
Sabha validation, empowering local bodies
to identify gaps, submit data to higher
authorities, and draft grassroot

improvement plans.

Key Points:

Digital sanitation assessment framework:
Swachh Seva Aankalan is an annual Gram
Panchayat-level framework for assessing
rural sanitation service delivery under
SBM-Grameen 2.0.

Community-led monitoring system: Gram
Panchayats, Gram Sabhas and Village
Water and Sanitation Committees assess
cleanliness, waste management and
sanitation asset functionality.

Validation drives corrective action:
Assessment findings undergo Gram Sabha
validation, enabling district and state
authorities to identify service gaps and

prepare improvement plans.
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India and MERCOSUR Begin Talks to
Broaden Preferential Trade Agreement
and Strengthen Economic Cooperation
India and the MERCOSUR
trade bloc formally
launched negotiations to
expand their Preferential |

Trade Agreement. Union | WM &5 .'-‘;
Minister Piyush Goyal and LR "
Uruguay's Foreign

Minister Mario Lubetkin announced the
decision, with Uruguay holding the Pro
Tempore Presidency of the group. Both
sides are setting the Terms of Reference to
broaden product coverage and economic
ties. Additionally, they signed the First
Additional Protocol to authorize electronic
Certificates of Origin, advancing paperless
trade and streamlining customs processes.

Key Points:

Expansion negotiations formally launched:
India and MERCOSUR have begun talks to
broaden their existing Preferential Trade
Agreement and deepen economic
cooperation.

Terms of reference preparation: Both sides
are finalising the scope and structure of the
proposed expanded agreement covering
mutually identified areas of interest.
Paperless trade procedures: A related
protocol enables electronic Certificates of
Origin, supporting paperless trade and
simplifying customs procedures under the
existing agreement.

India Participates in 69th
Commonwealth Parliamentary
Conference in Cape Town to Strengthen
Parliamentary Cooperation

An Indian Parliamentary
Delegation led by Rajyal
Sabha Deputy Chairman
Harivansh Narayan Singh
participated in the 69th
Commonwealth
Parliamentary Conference
held in Cape Town. The delegation included
several Members of Parliament alongside
presiding officers and secretaries from
various Indian state legislatures. During
the conference, bilateral discussions took
place with South African legislative leaders
to deepen institutional cooperation.
Harivansh was set to address the General
Assembly on democratic leadership,
international law, and strengthening
parliamentary governance within
Commonwealth nations.
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Indian delegation participation: An Indian
parliamentary delegation led by Deputy
Chairman Harivansh is participating in the
conference held in Cape Town from
September 12 to 19.

Bilateral parliamentary engagement:
Delegation members held discussions with
South African parliamentary leaders to
exchange views and strengthen
longstanding institutional relations.
Democratic cooperation focus: The
conference includes workshops and

plenary discussions on contemporary
parliamentary issues, with India
highlighting stronger democracy and
international law.
PM Vishwakarma Scheme Records 30
Lakh Artisan Registrations as It
Completes Three Years
The Central Sector
Scheme PM Vishwakarma [ s
reached its target of|" %‘
registering 30 lakh t gl
beneficiaries upon "Hﬂ i3
completing three years of —
implementation. The
initiative provides comprehensive support
to artisans across 18 family-based
traditional trades, including carpenters,
potters, blacksmiths, and weavers. Eligible
craftspeople receive formal certificates,
basic and advanced skill training with a
daily stipend of 500, toolkit incentives up to
15000, and collateral-free enterprise loans
up to 3 lakh at a 5 percent concessional
interest rate.
oints:
Registration target achieved: PM
Vishwakarma has reached 30 lakh
registered beneficiaries as the scheme
approaches three years of implementation
support.
Integrated artisan support: The scheme
combines recognition, skill training, toolkit
incentives, credit support, digital
transaction incentives and marketing
assistance.
Training and credit progress: By mid-
September, over 24.37 lakh artisans
received basic training, while more than
6.19 lakh loans were sanctioned.
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enhancement of thef
mandatory wage ceiling for | -
coverage under the|ulia
Employees Provident Fund
Organisation from 15000 rupees to 25000
rupees per month. This decision will extend
statutory social security benefits, including
retirement savings, pension protection
under EPS, and insurance coverage under

HIME dad ad9 &R 31 02% ¥ fhT 0 et EDLI, to an estimated 51 lakh additional
Wa;a]—q— 3N =nies AR 3 e sl < witar workers. The revision reflects rising wage
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since the last adjustment made in 2014.

Key Points:

Higher coverage wage ceiling: The Cabinet
approved raising the EPFO mandatory
coverage wage ceiling from Rs. 15,000 to
Rs. 25,000 monthly.

Expanded worker coverage: The revision is
expected to bring about 51 lakh additional
employees under EPFO social security
coverage.

Additional government expenditure:
Annual government expenditure is
projected to increase by Rs. 1,089 crore
following the higher statutory wage ceiling.
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= N . aa;ﬁ 3 » Level EV Transition Readiness
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second edition of the India [&&&s
Electric Mobility Index to jm
assess state and Union
Territory level progress in
adopting electric mobility.
The index scores regions across sixteen
indicators grouped into three primary
categories: transport electrification,
charging infrastructure readiness, and
research and innovation. Delhi secured the
top rank with a score of 84 out of 100,
followed by Maharashtra and Karnataka.
The framework encourages state-level
benchmarking, gap identification, and
competitive policy developments.
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Key Points:

Second index edition launched: NITI Aayog
launched the India Electric Mobility Index
2025 to assess state and union territory
progress in electric mobility.

Sixteen indicators tracked: The index
evaluates electric mobility through
indicators covering transport
electrification, charging infrastructure
readiness, and research and innovation.
Policy benchmarking strengthened: The
index helps states compare progress,
identify gaps and exchange practices while
encouraging stronger electric mobility
policy action.

G20 Energy Meeting Highlights Global
Cooperation on Energy Abundance and
Sustainable Energy Priorities

Union Minister of Power
Manohar Lal represented
India at the G20 Energy i
Abundance Ministerial | ” i A
Meeting in Houston, E= ©20
United States. During the sessions, India
highlighted its progress toward building a
resilient, future-ready energy system,
noting an installed capacity of over 552 GW
with non-fossil sources accounting for over
50 percent. The discussions focused on
three key pillars: energy security and
affordable baseload, permitting and
regulatory efficiency, and building resilient
critical-mineral supply chains while
advancing non-fossil capacity expansion
goals like reaching 500 GW of non-fossil
power capacity by 2030.

Key Points:

Global energy discussions: The G20 Energy
Abundance Ministerial Meeting addresses
energy security, affordability,
infrastructure development and resilient
energy supply chains.

Three discussion pillars: Ministerial
sessions focus on affordable baseload
energy, regulatory efficiency, and resilient
critical-mineral supply chains for
participating countries.
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India's participation priorities: India
highlights resilient energy systems,
diversified critical-mineral value chains
and technology-neutral approaches suited
to differing national circumstances.
Indigenous SPROUT Facility
Inaugurated to Advance Development of
Climate-Resilient Crop Varieties

Union Minister Dr.
Jitendra Singhy
inaugurated th ejyl
indigenous SPROUT Mg
facility at BRIC-National ¥
Institute of Plant Genome Research in New
Delhi. Standing for SpeedSeed
Phenotyping and Resource Optimization
for Unified Trait Analysis, SPROUT is a
controlled-environment system designed
for high-throughput phenotyping and
precision stress screening. It accelerates
the development of climate-resilient crop
varieties like chickpea by bridging
genomics and trait evaluation. This
initiative aligns with India's BioE3 policy to
enhance agricultural resilience and food
security.

Key Points:

Climate research facility: The SPROUT
facility supports advanced research aimed
at developing crop varieties capable of
performing under changing climatic
conditions.

Accelerated crop development: The facility
enables controlled environmental studies,
helping researchers evaluate plant
responses to temperature, water
availability and other climate-related
stresses.

Agricultural resilience focus: SPROUT
strengthens India's capacity to develop
resilient crops that can support
productivity, food security and sustainable
agriculture amid climate variability.
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Measures to Support MSMEs and Deep-
Tech Start-ups in Defence
Manufacturing

During the VIMARSH
DRDO-Industry Synergy
Meet held in New Delhi, |
Defence Minister Rajnath |
Singh announced new
policy initiatives to
empower MSMEs and deep-tech start-ups
in defence manufacturing. As part of these
measures, DRDO signed a contract with
the Quality Council of India for the System
for Advance Manufacturing Assessment
and Rating, version 2.0. This framework
aims to benchmark and assess the
manufacturing maturity of domestic
defence enterprises across micro, small,
medium, and large categories to enhance
competitiveness.

Key Points:

MSME entry barriers reduced: DRDO
introduced measures offering funding,

: ; N incubation support and access to testing
CIiI%IUI ﬂia%ill 4 SEI i
i qS;T SN (.)“m T E facilities for MSMEs and deep-tech defence
fopu, e ew, oY IR TeAw 3emi a1 S9-2 r N
WWW@WWI =  Secure software framework: A framework

T AlreoRR S ARHTER] SEM o e
SreRElet gR forerlid HiteeRr o Eid hie Q=
A o oI ek il Tt oeR - ST &1 &3t
3R T TeEH bl T9e < % Se99 9 d9R
[ERIECIES

TNl ST AT fored: ST T& vonferdt &
afoTferes ScTe o ferg o * fafmior wRiieRt = §
SETeR BT TS ST S S 7T |

— Kk ok ok —

for sharing DRDO-developed software
source codes with licensee industries aims
to support software-defined defence
capabilities and obsolescence
management.

Technology transfer expanded: Nine
technology transfer licensing agreements
were handed over to 13 manufacturing
partners for commercial production of
advanced defence systems.

— Xk ok —
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TadaR 2026 § SIIWSTH-SANT A3F & ST
SIS A WRATT JuTar uig & are fome
3TEAT Hedieh & oh fAT el WX T&mer
feru?

(a)¥HAR2.0

(b)E2.0

() YeT-T[OTeRT 2026

(d) STETFATET9001

fader 2026 o SRS -TAEHSHSR H
IT-UATE ®IHIEEUT & Aread | STorarg-
AMTHA BHA fehel o faenTa i dsT i o forg
IJeETTEa TaRyht T graema AT e ?
(a)T-HE  (b)HHI-wE

(c)®MI-&  (d)TM=e

TAdaR 2026 T 20 FeTl SA5H S ST TRAERT
SIETET T HIH-TT U dfyaeh o1& 2030 %
forureltautier srar credlient foreraantan s ?
(@) 1000 TRaTE

(b ) 300 Tare

(c) 750 7mETe

(d) 500 fmTare

Tader 2026 | Hife STERT AT S WA fagga
g TieTaT Frerehich o GER HEHIUTH fhe TS /ehs
IR Uo7 9IS T uTeet fefat 2

(a) "8RS

(b) feeeit

CETIEED

(d) df¥errg

faeer 2026 ® ST wiimee 3 swHERT wfasy
Tafer e & Stfaam shast & fore |, aa=
HHT R TG TaR fehew T TTIT ot el W &t 2

(a) 18,000 T4

(b) 20,000 T

(¢) 25,000 9%

Q1.

Q2.

Q3.

Q4.

Q5.

2 MCQs

During the DRDO-Industry meet in
September 2026, DRDO signed a
contract with the Quality Council of
India for which updated assessment
framework?

(a) SAMAR 2.0

(b) ZED 2.0

(c) DEF-QUAL 2026

(d) ISO Defence 9001

What is the name of the indigenous,
state-of-the-art facility inaugurated at
BRIC-NIPGR in September 2026 to
accelerate the development of climate-
resilient crop varieties through high-
throughput phenotyping?

(a) AGRI-SEED

(o) PHENO-PLANT

(c) CROP-TECH

(d) SPROUT

What key global target reiterated by
India during the September 2026 G20
Energy Meeting outlines renewable
capacity goals for 2030?

(a) 1000 GW

(b) 300 GW

() 750 GW

(d) 500 GW

In September 2026, which state/UT
achieved the top rank in the 2nd edition
of the India Electric Mobility Index
(IEMI) released by NITI Aayog?

(a) Maharashtra

(b) Delhi

(c) Karnataka

(d) Tamil Nadu

In September 2026, the Union Cabinet
approved raising the monthly wage
ceiling for mandatory Employees'
Provident Fund (EPFO) coverage to what
amount?

(a) 18,000 rupees

(b) 20,000 rupees

() 25,000 rupees

(d) 30,000 rupees
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Q6.

Q7.

Q8.

Q9.

Q10.

(d) 30,000 %7

Taerer 2026 Tk HLTH farvaeat ST e 3iaita
fore feredt ST S SHUT WETET S ehIvTer UfvTereT
FHiAufra TR e ST AT R A E ?
(a)12

(b)15

(c)24

(d)18

Tade 2026 W eferoT SThieRT & hueTSH | MNfSTa
699 MEHSA THEAT T H WRAT THET
Ufafafersa s aga fram feran ?

(o) et fater

(b ) ST S

(¢ ) eRasTrrE g

(d) GrEwIEe

faeeR 2026 ® WA & 99 SHUR fGEAR 9Tt &
R Hehl g ol ST ST&TT @t TSTarT= feheT
TR ?

O EECEI

(b) 3%

(c)refe

(d) Wre

faeer 2026 W s WRA THIM ARHOT & Siata
TTHIOT AT UETrdl W TSl Satell oh Hedich &
ferTm-Hrade s uee yRe S 2

(a) ==z Ha 3Tehal

(b ) ToTes AT ATHIOT

(c) I =T ifen

(a) e wed

2026 W AT ULUTHHST J9RET IISTHT o fa9m-
frdeit & ogER, 3 fuser ot & Heiftra U= st
&+ fau sifaerae anfttes stfiTaraesr s dEr
fepaTe?

(a)1.5@m@

(b)2.5@

(c)4.0m g

(d) 8.0

Q6.

Q7.

0s.

Q9.

Q10.

How many traditional trade
categories/crafts are covered for
collateral-free credit support and skill
training under the PM Vishwakarma
Scheme as of September 2026?

(@) 12

(b) 15

(c) 24

(d) 18

Who led the Indian Parliamentary
Delegation at the 69th Commonwealth
Parliamentary Conference (CPC) held in
Cape Town, South Africa, in September
20267

(a) Om Birla

(b) Jagdeep Dhankhar

(c) Harivansh Narayan Singh

(d) Piyush Goyal

Which country served as the pro-
tempore presidency host of MERCOSUR
during the trade expansion talks with
India in September 2026?

(a) Argentina

(b) Uruguay

(c) Brazil

(d) Paraguay

In September 2026, which portal-based
initiative was introduced under Swachh
Bharat Mission (Grameen) to evaluate
cleanliness services across rural Gram
Panchayats?

(a) Swachh Seva Aankalan

(b) Swachh Sarvekshan Rural

(c) Gram Swachhta Rating

(d) Nirmal Gram Pahar

Under the PM-YASASVI scheme
guidelines updated in 2026, what is the
maximum annual parental income limit
for eligible students belonging to Other
Backward Classes (OBC)?

(@) 1.5Lakh

(b) 2.5 Lakh

(c) 4.0 Lakh

(d) 8.0 Lakh
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