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Bankers' Books Evidence Act 2026

Effective October 1
The Bankers' Books

Evidence Act, 2026 ﬁ
will come into force on SV
October 1, 2026, S
replacing the 1891

law. It introduces a technology-neutral
framework for using banking records in
court proceedings, covering physical,
electronic, digital, virtual and cloud-
based records. The Act allows manual,
digital and electronic certification of
records. It also requires courts to
specify a “special cause” before
summoning bank officials when the
bank is not involved in a case. The
Central Government may extend its
provisions to certain financial
institutions.

Key Points:

The Bankers' Books Evidence Act,
2026 will come into force on October 1,
2026, replacing the 1891 Act and
providing a modern legal framework for

banking records in court proceedings.
It recognises physical, electronic,

digital, virtual and cloud-based
banking records, with certification
permitted through manual, digital or

electronic signatures.
Courts must record “special cause” in

writing before summoning bank
officials when the bank is not a party to
the proceedings.
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2. URA o faeelt ga1 Wer f@iE veuo sia 2. India's Forex Reserves Reach Record

USD 785.7 Billion

= India's foreign exchange
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740.803 billion in the [

latest week, supported
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mainly by a sharp rise in foreign currency
assets (FCAs), which climbed by USD
47.498 billion to USD 648.168 billion. The
increase followed substantial inflows
through the RBI's special FCNR(B) deposit
window, which was closed early after
achieving its objective. However, India's
gold reserves declined by USD 2.594 billion
to USD 113.816 billion, while SDR holdings
with the IMF fell marginally to USD 18.806

billion.

e fog: Key Points:
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to a record USD 740.803 billion, supported
by a rise in foreign currency inflows
following the RBI's concessional forex swap

measures.
Foreign Currency Assets (FCAs) recorded

the biggest increase of USD 47.498 billion,
reaching USD 648.168 billion. The
FCNR(B) deposit window contributed

significantly to the inflows.

India's gold reserves declined by USD
2.594 billion to USD 113.816 billion, while
SDR holdings with the IMF fell marginally
to USD 18.806 billion.
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India, US Deepen Undersea Cable

Security Cooperation
India and the US are

strengthening cooperation

to improve the security,

resilience and diversity of
global undersea cable networks, which
support digital communication, cloud
computing, data centres, e-commerce and
Al. The partnership was advanced through
an Undersea Cables Workshop held under
the US-India TRUST Initiative.

growing digital economy and strategic

India's

location make it a potential global subsea
infrastructure hub. The collaboration also
complements bilateral efforts to expand Al
infrastructure, next-generation data
centres and access to advanced computing

resources.

Key Points:

India and the US are strengthening
cooperation to enhance the security,
resilience and diversity of global undersea
cable systems, which support digital
communication, cloud computing, data

centres, e-commerce and Al.
Under the US-India TRUST Initiative, both

countries held an Undersea Cables
Workshop, highlighting India's potential to
become a major global hub for subsea
digital infrastructure due to its growing
digital economy and strategic geographical

location.
The collaboration complements the US-

India Roadmap for Accelerating Al
Infrastructure, focusing on next-
generation data centres, computing

resources and secure digital connectivity.
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» The Gujarat Assembly has

Gujarat Passes Bill Allowing 24x7 Shops

to Boost Business

passed the Ease of Doing &
Business Bill 2026,

amending 12 provisions *

across five state laws to simplify business
regulations and improve public services.
Key measures include allowing eligible
establishments to operate 24/7, self-
declaration for business registration, risk-
based fire safety rules and stronger MSME
support. The Bill also introduces automatic
appeals for delayed public services and
simplifies registration for doctors from
other states. These reforms aim to reduce
compliance burdens, speed up approvals
and promote a business-friendly

environment.

Key Points:

The Gujarat Assembly passed the Ease of
Doing Business Bill, 2026, amending 12
provisions across five state laws to simplify
business approvals, compliance and

government services.
Key reforms include 24x7 operation of

eligible commercial establishments, self-
declaration for new business registration,
risk-based fire safety norms, expanded
MSME facilitation and automatic appeals

for delayed public services.

The Bill also enables quicker registration of
doctors from other states through self-
declaration, easing professional

registration requirements in Gujarat.
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Southern Railway Achieves 100%

Electrification Across 5,068 km
Southern Railway has

100 %§
electrification of its 5,068 9

route-kilometre broad- e s

achieved

gauge network following

the completion of the 71 km Pattukkottai-
Karaikkudi section in Tamil Nadu. The
section was electrified with 25 kV AC
traction and underwent statutory
inspection on September 9, 2026. Full
electrification will enable uninterrupted
electric traction, reducing locomotive
changes and improving operational
efficiency, speed and locomotive
utilisation. It is also expected to lower
emissions. The achievement marks the
completion of Southern Railway's

electrification journey that began in 1931.

Key Points:

Southern Railway has achieved 100%
electrification of its entire 5,068 route-km
broad-gauge network, following the
electrification and statutory inspection of
the 71-km Pattukkottai-Karaikkudi

section on September 9, 2026.
The electrified network uses 25 kV AC

traction, enabling trains to operate
continuously on electric traction without
changing locomotives, improving
operational efficiency and reducing delays.
Full electrification is expected to support
higher train speeds, better locomotive
utilisation and lower carbon emissions,
marking the completion of Southern
Railway's electrification journey that began
in 1931.
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Vaccine Doses in Six Months
India's HPV vaccination

programme has crossed 80

lakh doses within six|

months of its launch in
February 2026. The free, voluntary
programme provides a single HPV vaccine
dose to 14-year-old girls at government
health facilities with parental consent.
Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh
and Mizoram have achieved 100%
coverage, while several other states have
recorded strong progress. The initiative
aims to prevent cervical cancer, which is
largely caused by HPV infection. Experts
have also stressed the importance of
awareness and regular screening alongside

vaccination.

Key Points:

India's HPV vaccination drive crossed 80
lakh doses within six months of its launch
in February 2026, targeting 14-year-old
girls with a free, voluntary single dose at

government health facilities.
Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh

and Mizoram achieved 100% coverage of
their respective target groups, while Bihar,
Andhra Pradesh and Assam crossed 90%

coverage.
The programme aims to prevent cervical

cancer, with experts stressing that HPV
vaccination should be complemented by
regular cervical cancer screening and

public awareness.
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7.

Russia Offers Advanced Su-30MKI

Engine Upgrade to India
Russia has proposed

developing its advanced
Izdeliye 177S fighter

engine for India's Su-

30MKI fleet, potentially replacing the
existing AL-31F/FP engines. The 177S is
projected to deliver 14.5 tonnes of thrust
while maintaining similar size and weight,
enabling easier integration. Russia claims
it can operate for up to 6,000 hours and
reduce fuel consumption by around 7%.
India will assess the proposal based on
costs, integration, maintenance and
operational requirements. The proposal
reflects broader efforts to strengthen India-
Russia defence and technological

cooperation.

Key Points:

Russia has proposed its lzdeliye 177S
engine to India for upgrading the Su-30MKI
fleet, potentially replacing the existing AL-
31F/FPengines. The new engine is claimed
to offer 14.5 tonnes of thrust, around 7%
lower fuel consumption, and a service life of

up to 6,000 hours.
The 177S is designed to have dimensions

and weight similar to the existing engines,
which could allow its integration into Su-
family aircraft with limited structural

modifications.
India will assess the proposal based on

cost, technical integration, maintenance
requirements and operational benefits,
amid broader efforts by India and Russia to
strengthen defence and aerospace

cooperation.
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Rameswaram Temple Backdrop

Highlights BRICS Summit
The Ramanathaswamy

Temple in Rameswaram

featured prominently in

the backdrop as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
welcomed BRICS leaders at Bharat
Mandapam during the 18th BRICS Summit
in New Delhi. Dedicated to Lord Shiva, the
temple is one of India's 12 Jyotirlinga
shrines and is renowned for its grand
corridors and architecture. The cultural
representation added an Indian heritage
element to the diplomatic gathering. The
summit, held on September 12-13, 2026,
focused on inclusive global governance,
multilateralism and international

cooperation.

Key Points:

The Ramanathaswamy Temple in
Rameswaram featured in the backdrop at
Bharat Mandapam as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi welcomed BRICS leaders
during the 18th BRICS Summit in New

Delhi.
The temple, dedicated to Lord Shiva, is one

of India's 12 Jyotirlingas and is renowned
for its grand corridors and Dravidian
architecture, bringing an element of Indian

cultural heritage to the diplomatic event.
The 18th BRICS Summit, held under

India's chairmanship on September 12-13,
2026, focused on inclusive global
governance and multilateralism, alongside
discussions on trade, technology, energy

and security.
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=

IRDAI Fines IndusIind Bank Rs. 1 Crore
IRDAI has imposed a Rs. 1 '

crore penalty on Induslnd |

T

= "

Bank for violating]|
insurance-related
grievance redressal and reporting
requirements in its bancassurance
operations. An inspection conducted in
June 2023 found that the bank lacked a
dedicated grievance mechanism for
insurance customers, failed to issue
renewal notices and did not display its
IRDAI registration number. IRDAI issued a
Show Cause Notice in March 2025 before
beginning enforcement proceedings. The
bank must strengthen its grievance
system, present the order to its Board and
submit an Action Taken Report within 90

days.

Key Points:

IRDAI imposed a Rs. 1 crore penalty on
Induslnd Bank for non-compliance with
insurance-related grievance redressal and
reporting requirements in its

bancassurance operations.
The violations included failure to maintain

a dedicated insurance grievance
mechanism, non-issuance of policy
renewal notices, absence of the IRDAI
Registration Number on its platform, and
inadequate grievance facilities on its

website.
IRDAI has directed the bank to strengthen

its grievance redressal system, place the
penalty order before its Board and submit

an Action Taken Report within 90 days.
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Rishikesh-Karnaprayag Rail Project

Achieves 41st Tunnel Breakthrough
The Rishikesh-

Karnaprayag Rail Project

breakthrough on}
September 11, 2026, with -
the completion of the 10.847-km Escape
Tunnel-1. The 125-km broad-gauge
railway project in Uttarakhand is being
developed by Rail Vikas Nigam Limited at
an estimated cost of Rs. 37,000 crore, with
completion targeted for December 2029. By
September 2026, the project had achieved
78% physical progress and 97% tunnel
excavation. The breakthrough highlights
engineering challenges involved in
tunnelling through the Himalayan region's
complex geological formations.

Key Points:

The Rishikesh-Karnaprayag Rail Project
achieved its 41st tunnel breakthrough on
September 11, 2026, with the completion of
the 10.847-km Escape Tunnel-1, the

project's second-longest tunnel.
The 125-km broad-gauge railway line,

being developed by Rail Vikas Nigam
Limited (RVNL) at an estimated cost of Rs.
37,000 crore, had achieved 78% physical
progress and about 97% tunnel excavation

by September 2026.
The project is being constructed through

challenging Himalayan geological
formations, including faulted rock and
mylonite zones near the Main Boundary
Thrust, and is targeted for completion by
December 2029.
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Q1.  HhyT-HTENI A U T e e d fefegiTeh | Q1. The Rishikesh-Karnaprayag Rail Project
QB 3 T 310 ¥ QA T HheraT gTiaeT ant ? ll;ecel?ttl:y at}:lhie.‘;;dtlilts 41st:l :-unne}
3 ~ reakthrough wi e completion o
(a) T which tunnel?
(b) TEFT - (a) Escape Tunnel-1
(¢c)TeTA-Th (b) Escape Tunnel-2
(d) SHESET -9 (c) Main Tunnel-1
Q2.  wrdt shar fafraraes oi farera miftreuT Y eer 8 §f) Emergency Tunnel-3
’ . TS . Q2. The Insurance Regulatory and
ﬁ‘ d' bl I§|a.;| E'i" fereraT 3t . eyt H Development Authority of India (IRDAI)
Taifere Seerert 3 o1 ferer ofeh UX Uk il U recently imposed a (11 crore penalty on
WW? which bank for violations related to
(a) 3% sfFasa insurance grievance redressal and
. é’?h" reporting requirements?
(b)zsTes i (a) Bank of Baroda
(c) ufrrad® (b) IndusInd Bank
(d)IgdH (c) Axis Bank
Q3. oo™ g ¢d foremy Fymer wierreh ST, wenm=esit o g) Yes B:ll?leth ers s -
. RS R 5 . uring the ummit in New
Wﬁﬁm RS R Delhi, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
T3t e T feha ? welcomed BRICS leaders against a
(a) TEATREE Y backdrop featuring which iconic
(o) Hreft sFeifen Fe)lgple? = ool
TR a) Ramanathaswamy Temple
(e) 1?&? (b) Meenakshi Amman Temple
(d) HrrEr e (c) Brihadeeswarar Temple
Q4. THIAEE E W NG & THI- *oUHHINE IS & 6Y (d) Somnath Temple
T SA A 2 QOTH ASTeh T ol (rehtacT st | Q4 l;uslsia has r:centdlS; dpll-opol?7e7(81
Forer 3 - eveloping its advanced Izdeliye
ol . ﬁT‘ d [l & W fighter engine for India's Su-30MKI
HISTET ST el STTE T Hehdl 1€ ? fleet. Which existing engines could the
(a) Th¥o% JINTHYLY proposed engine potentially replace?
(b)q:[éc_Q (a) F404 and F414
(c) Moo (b) M88-2
()Tt * (c) EJ200
d) TEA- "2/ . (d) AL-31F/FP
Qs. WRA & WSS TAUTST ShTeRTUT Ikt = BTeT &t Q5. India's national HPV vaccination
TYERT R0RE | STUHT JESTIA o BE HelHl oh oI ¢o programme recently crossed the
AT R T T T T e TR T e T milestone of 80 lakh doses within six
N 2 months of its launch in February 2026.
wUH fFaaIE R A AT e ?
E : The programme primarily targets which
(@) 2o T A FeASH group?
(b) LR AYFI ST T ASTRAT (@) Bgys aged 10 years
(c) ¥ T ST F et (b) G}rls aged 12 years
i . (c) Girls aged 14 years
(d) Ru e & sifers sy afeemd (d) Women above 25 years

@ T IAS TONT a1, 8182093320




>
Temy Lac¥

© LakshyalAS

g CCOdemy R

15-09-2026
DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

Q6.

Q7.

Q8.

Q9.

Q10.

FferuT YT 1 71T € W UgaengE- el TS o Ol
T % OIS AU SIS-TST Aedeh @l Q00 Ula9rd
ferereitertor Tifaer ferem #1 3wk fagdiga site-aet
ATk Tl el T TS FeheT 8 ?

(a) ¥, 08¢ fHeimiex

(b) 4,&o¢ fehetmiex

(c) 4,08 fhermiex

(d) &,08¢ ferciniiex

fra TS o T saamEt o fere framt st e er
AT 3T AT o SIST Tl T i o SLIT 9 $7
TR T TS fa€Ieh, 203 UTRA feRalT ?

(o) Terrd

(b) FeRTE

(c) AT

(d) u=m e

HHF o - o oheleT STAHTEHT UT A - 3TH ekl HedT
i BT €t | foret fgueiier ueet o qed SAEitsia sTetEt
HEH SRTIIITAT SR HTETH & 3T SIGTATIET T ?

(@) IRA- TR TGS Taet

(b ) RA- TR e TeeT

(c) IRA- TR 3+ Tl

(d) RA- TR TS Teet

T 3T, 03 hl THTW HEATE | W o fereoft
ST HER 9¥0.¢0 * S ST deh Ugd 1T, ST 36 TR
T Ueh 997 [Neh(S aT| 37 gig H {67 oee ¥ waities
FTE e ?

(o) facefrggrafteafat

(b ) T@ui R

() fosm e eiferr

(d) R dafeafa

Hg W 3 T & § kg fwen @ fw s
AT H | & ® H ST STRTerEt 3 SUAnT aht
Tafa &t aret AT @ i ST I aretr
St g TS H e, R0 v% fRm fafardremy g 2

(a) dsEfHdey, 038

(b) T TR, R0&

(c) T 3T, 2030

(d) U feHsR, R038

Q6.

Q7.

QS.

Q9.

Q10.

Southern Railway recently achieved
100% electrification of its broad-gauge
network after the completion of the
Pattukkottai-Karaikkudi section. What
is the total route length of its electrified
broad-gauge network?

(a) 4,068 km

(b) 5,608 km

(c) 5,068 km

(d) 6,068 km

Which state assembly passed the Ease of
Doing Business Bill, 2026, aimed at
simplifying regulations and reducing
compliance burdens for businesses?

(a) Gujarat

(b) Maharashtra

(c) Madhya Pradesh

(d) West Bengal

The India-US cooperation on undersea
cable -infrastructure was recently
advanced through an Undersea Cables
Workshop held under which bilateral
initiative?

(a) India-US iCET Initiative

(b) India-US TRUST Initiative

(c) India-US 2+2 Dialogue

(d) India-US QUAD Initiative

India's foreign exchange reserves
reached $740.803 billion in the week
ended August 28, 2026, marking a fresh
record at the time. Which component
contributed the most to this increase?
(a) Foreign Currency Assets

(b) Gold reserves

(c) Special Drawing Rights

(d) Reserve Tranche Position

The Central Government recently
notified that the Bankers' Books
Evidence Act, 2026, which modernises
the legal framework governing the use of
banking records as evidence in legal
proceedings, will come into force from
which date?

(a) September 15, 2026

(b) October 1, 2026

(c) April 1,2027

(d) December 1,2026

JTHATAT (Answer Key)
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