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Apoorv Kamble Triumphs in FIDE-

Rated Rapid Chess Tournament
Seventeen-year-old

Apoorv Kamble won a
FIDE-rated rapid chess

championship

. -
Bengaluru with an

impressive 8.5 points from nine rounds.
More than 700 players competed in the
nine-round Swiss-system event, which
featured a Rs. 4 lakh prize pool. Kamble,
who had recently returned from the
Asian Junior Championship, decided to
participate at short notice. His victories
over Sameer Shetty and top seed Vishak
Enna boosted his confidence. The event
also promoted grassroots chess through
the Road2GCL initiative ahead of the
Global Chess League's fourth season.

Key Points:

Seventeen-year-old Apoorv Kamble won
the FIDE-rated rapid chess
championship with an impressive 8.5
points from nine rounds, finishing ahead
of Sammed Jaykumar Shete and

Vaidyanathan Kannan.
More than 700 players participated in the

nine-round Swiss-system tournament,
which featured a 10-minute + 5-second
increment time control and Rs. 4 lakh in

total prize money.
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Bengaluru will host the fourth season of the
Tech Mahindra Global Chess League from
September 5-13, 2026, bringing together six
international franchises and leading players
such as Magnus Carlsen, Viswanathan

Anand and Arjun Erigaisi.
Bihar Introduces Vidya Sathi App for 3

Lakh Students
The Bihar Vidya Sathi §

mobile application has

been launched to provide

academic support to over 3
lakh students of Classes 9 to 12 across 700
model schools in all 38 districts. The free
platform offers live teacher interaction,
personalized guidance and digital study
resources beyond classroom hours. Students
can seek assistance with lessons, revisions
and academic doubts. It also supports Bihar
Board examination preparation and helps
Class 11 and 12 science students prepare for
competitive examinations such as JEE and
NEET.

Key Points:

The Bihar Vidya Sathi mobile application will
provide free, continuous academic support to
around 3 lakh students of Classes 9 to 12
across 700 model schools in all 38 districts of

Bihar.
The platform enables students to interact

directly with teachers through personalized
sessions, doubt resolution, live classes, and
digital study materials beyond regular

classroom hours.
Along with supporting Bihar Board

preparation, the initiative gives special
assistance to Classes 11 and 12 science
students preparing for competitive exams
such as JEE and NEET, with around 75,000

teachers expected to contribute.
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3.

Meghalaya Assembly Opposes Uranium
Mining
The Meghalaya Legislative

Assembly unanimously

passed a resolution
opposing uranium
exploration and mining in

the state, with all 60 MLAs supporting it.
Chief Minister Conrad K. Sangma
highlighted concerns over environmental
impacts, potential health hazards and
opposition from local communities to earlier
exploration activities. The resolution urged
the Central government, Department of
Atomic Energy and Uranium Corporation of
India Ltd. to refrain from permitting or
undertaking uranium mining in Meghalaya.
Despite its strategic importance for India's
nuclear programme, uranium mining

remains a contentious issue in the state.

Key Points:

The Meghalaya Legislative Assembly
unanimously passed a resolution opposing
uranium exploration and mining in the state,
with all 60 MLAs voting in favour of the
proposal introduced by Chief Minister

Conrad K. Sangma.
The resolution urged the Central

government, Department of Atomic Energy,
and Uranium Corporation of India Ltd. (UCIL)
to refrain from permitting or undertaking
uranium exploration and mining activities in

Meghalaya.
The opposition is rooted in concerns over

environmental and public health risks,
previous resistance to exploration activities,

and reported health-related concerns around

uranium mining sites elsewhere in India.
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4.

HAL and Safran Join Hands to Develop

Aravalli Helicopter Engine
Hindustan Aeronautics

Limited (HAL) and France's

Safran Helicopter Engines |
have signed an agreement w
to jointly develop the

Aravalli helicopter engine for India's future
military helicopters. The 3,500-4,000 shaft-
horsepower engine will power HAL's 13-
tonne IMRH and 12.5-tonne naval DBMRH.
Developed through their 50:50 SAFHAL joint
venture, the engine will be manufactured at
HAL's Tumakuru facility. The collaboration
aims to strengthen India's self-reliance in
aero-engine technology while deepening

India-France aerospace cooperation.

Key Points:

HAL and Safran Helicopter Engines have
signed an agreement to jointly develop the
Aravalli helicopter engine, a 3,500-4,000
shaft-horsepower engine intended for India's

future IMRH and naval DBMRH helicopters.
The engine will be designed and

manufactured through the 50:50 SAFHAL
Helicopter Engines joint venture, with
production planned at HAL's facility in
Tumakuru, Karnataka, covering the engine's
complete lifecycle from development to

support.
The collaboration is expected to strengthen

India's self-reliance in aero-engine
technology and build on the companies'
earlier partnership on the Shakti engine,
while deepening India-France aerospace

cooperation.
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WWW‘T&WW ’?ﬁmb];; Ea(;achute System in Ladakh
- @m@ﬁﬂﬂ'@%?ﬁm—ﬂa e ' ‘suf:cessfully
] tested its indigenously
# ST TEl B R developed Military Combat
1 75 RIYE Yo 1 qohel Parachute System (MCPS)

at Nyoma-Mudh in Ladakh,

one of the world's highest drop zones. Test
jumpers descended from 20,000 feet and
landed safely at 13,700 feet amid
temperatures of minus 15°C. Co-developed
by ADRDE and DEBEL, the system offers
improved guidance and reduced descent
rates for specialised airborne missions. Its
NavIC compatibility strengthens India's
strategic autonomy, while the successful trial
demonstrates its reliability in demanding

high-altitude conditions.

Key Points:

DRDO successfully tested its indigenously
developed Military Combat Parachute
System (MCPS) at Nyoma-Mudh in Ladakh,
involving a jump from 22,000 feet in
temperatures as low as —-15°C, with the

jumpers landing safely at 13,700 feet.
Developed by ADRDE, Agra, and DEBEL,

Bengaluru, the MCPS offers features such as
reduced descent rate, improved guidance,
and the ability to land personnel in
predetermined zones, making it suitable for
specialised airborne operations in

challenging terrain.
The system's NavIC compatibility

strengthens its strategic value by reducing
reliance on foreign navigation systems and
limiting potential external interference

during military operations.
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Avalanche
A flash flood struck Nepal's -"""1

Rasuwa district on August “on
26, 2026, after an ice and
rock avalanche triggered a
sudden surge in the Lhende Khola and
Bhotekoshi River system. At least eight
people died, while hundreds were reported
missing and infrastructure, including roads
and hydropower facilities, was damaged. The
disaster highlights the Himalayan region's
vulnerability to climate-related hazards and
glacier loss. Experts stressed the need for
stronger early-warning systems and
monitoring, while India offered humanitarian

assistance to Nepal.

Key Points:

A flash flood in Nepal's Rasuwa district on
August 26, 2026, was likely triggered by an
ice-and-rock avalanche, causing a sudden
surge through the Lhende Khola into the
Bhotekoshi River. At least eight people died,

while hundreds were reported missing.
The disaster severely affected villages and

critical infrastructure, highlighting the
growing vulnerability of the Himalayan
region to floods, landslides, avalanches and
glacial hazards, with climate change further

intensifying these risks.
Experts stressed the need for effective early-

warning systems and continuous monitoring
of glaciers, rivers and unstable mountain
zones, while India assured Nepal of
humanitarian assistance following the

disaster.
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US Open 2026 Prize Money
The US Open 2026 is set to

2R

offer a record Grand Slam |
prize pool of USD 108
million, making it the
richest tournament in Grand Slam history.
Scheduled from August 30 to September 13,
the overall purse is 20% higher than the
previous year, with most of the increase
directed toward singles events. Both men's
and women's singles champions will receive
USD 5.5 million, while runners-up will earn
USD 2.8 million. The tournament will also
allocate USD 2 million to support the players'

pension fund.

Key Points:

The US Open 2026 will offer a record USD
108 million prize-money pool, making it the
richest Grand Slam in tennis history and
representing a 20% increase over the

previous year.

The men's and women's singles champions
will each receive USD 5.5 million, while
runners-up will earn USD 2.8 million, with
substantial payouts also extending to
semifinalists, quarterfinalists and first-

round losers.

The tournament continues the US Open's
tradition of gender-equal prize money, first
established in 1973, while a new USD 2
million allocation will support the players'

existing pension fund.
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8.

NABARD and NaBFID Sign Agreement to

Boost Rural Infrastructure
NABARD and NaBFID

signed an MoU in Mumbai
on August 26, 2026, to

strengthen financing for

infrastructure projects

linked to rural development, PPP initiatives
and agricultural value chains. Their
collaboration covers irrigation, water and
sanitation, rural roads, bridges,
warehousing, cold-chain facilities, post-
harvest storage and compressed biogas
projects. The institutions will jointly
undertake project identification, appraisal,
credit structuring, debt syndication,
monitoring and capacity building. The
partnership aims to improve rural
connectivity, agricultural logistics and value

addition.

Key Points:

NABARD and NaBFID signed an MoU in
Mumbaion 26 August 2026 to collaborate on
infrastructure projects linked to rural
development, PPP initiatives and agricultural

value chains.

The partnership covers sectors such as
irrigation, rural roads, bridges, warehousing,
cold chains, post-harvest storage, water and
sanitation, terminal markets and

compressed biogas.
Both institutions will jointly undertake

activities including project identification,
appraisal, credit structuring, debt
syndication, monitoring and capacity
building, with emphasis on commercially
viable projects in agriculture and food

processing.
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9.

Hindalco Commissions Superfine PPT

ATH Plant in Karnataka
Hindalco Industries Limited

commissioned India's first |
greenfield Superfine ; .
Precipitated Aluminium
Trihydrate (PPT ATH) manufacturing plant in
Belagavi, Karnataka, on August 27, 2026.
The specialty alumina material is used as a
flame-retardant filler in polymers, including
fire-resistant materials and thermal
insulation products. The plant has an initial
annual capacity of 30,000 tonnes, with plans
to expand it to 60,000 tonnes. Powered
entirely by renewable energy from solar, wind
and biomass, the facility uses automated
manufacturing processes and Hindalco's in-

house technology programme.

Key Points:

Hindalco Industries commissioned India's
first greenfield Superfine Precipitated
Aluminium Trihydrate (PPT ATH) plant in
Belagavi, Karnataka, on 27 August 2026. The
specialty alumina material is used in flame-
retardant, polymer insulation and fire-safety

applications.
The plant has an initial annual production

capacity of 30,000 tonnes, with provisions for

expansion to 60,000 tonnes in later phases.
The facility is powered entirely by renewable

energy, using solar, wind and biomass
power, while automated manufacturing
systems are supported by Hindalco's in-

house R&D and technology programme.
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10.

MoRD Launches Mission Samriddh Gaon
for Poverty-Free, Employment-Rich

Villages
In August 2026, Union

Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan launched Mission
Samriddh Gaon under the
Ministry of Rural Development to develop

poverty-free and employment-rich villages
with access to essential amenities. The
initiative seeks to create livelihood
opportunities, reduce distress migration and
encourage self-reliant rural communities in
line with the Viksit Bharat vision. Its pilot
phase will be implemented in Budni and
Khategaon blocks of Madhya Pradesh, with
successful models planned for nationwide
replication through coordinated delivery of

government schemes.

Key Points:

Union Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
launched Mission Samriddh Gaon in New
Delhi to create poverty-free, employment-
rich villages with better access to basic

amenities and livelihood opportunities.
The mission will initially be piloted in Budni

block of Sehore district and Khategaon block
of Dewas district, Madhya Pradesh, with
successful models intended for nationwide

replication.
It will integrate various government schemes

across agriculture, employment, health,
education and rural infrastructure at the
family, gram panchayat and block levels to
promote self-reliant rural communities and

reduce distress migration.
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Q6.

Q7.

Qs.

Qo.

Q10.

Where did DRDO successfully conduct
the test of its indigenously developed
military combat parachute system?

(a) Nyoma-Mudh (b) Kargil

(c) Leh (d) Pangong
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited has
signed an agreement with which French
company to jointly develop the Aravali
helicopter engine?

(a) Dassault Aviation

(b) Safran Helicopter Engines

(c) Airbus Defence and Space

(d) Thales Aerospace

Which of the following northeastern
states has recently passed a unanimous
resolution opposing uranium
exploration and mining activities in the
state?

(a) Assam

(b) Tripura

(c) Mizoram

(d) Meghalaya

Which state government has recently
launched the 'Vidya Saathi' mobile
application to provide academic support
to students from Classes 9 to 127?

(a) Jharkhand Government

(b) Bihar Government

(c) Odisha Government

(d) Chhattisgarh Government

Who won the FIDE-rated Rapid Chess
Tournament held in Bengaluru on
August 26,20267?

(a) Sammed Jaykumar Shete

(b) Vaidyanathan Kannan

(c) Apoorva Kamble

(d) Visakh Anna

JTRHATAT (Answer Key)
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