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Chinese Robot Tiangong Ultra Outruns
Usain Bolt's 100m Mark

China's Tiangong Ultra
humanoid robot

completed the 100-metre

sprint in 9.39 seconds at §
the 2026 World

Humanoid Robot Games in Beijing,
surpassing Usain Bolt's 9.58-second
human world record. Another humanoid,
Lightning, finished in 9.47 seconds.
Developed by the Beijing Humanoid Robot
Innovation Centre, Tiangong Ultra shows
major progress in robotic balance,
movement, coordination and control. Its
performance is especially notable because
the fastest time at the 2025 games was
2M508%Seconds,

advances in humanoid robotics.

highlighting rapid

Key Points:

Tiangong Ultra ran 100 metres in 9.39
seconds, faster than Usain Bolt's human
world record of 9.58 seconds, highlighting
the rapid progress of humanoid robotics.
The comparison is between two different
categories: Bolt's record is a human
athletic record, while Tiangong Ultra's 9.39
seconds is a robotic record.

The improvement from 21.50 seconds in
2025 to 9.39 seconds in 2026
demonstrates major advances in robotic
balance, motion planning, actuation,

coordination, and autonomous movement.
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2.

US Unveils 'Operation Economic Outcast'

to Isolate Iran
The US has launched f{

aimed at restricting Iran's
economic networks and reducing its revenue
sources. Announced by Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent on August 24, the campaign
targets digital assets, technology, gold, aviation
and shipping, along with oil-related financial
networks. The US has also threatened
secondary sanctions against foreign
businesses dealing with Iran. The move could
affect international trade, energy markets and

shipping while increasing economic pressure

amid growing US-Iran tensions.

Key Points:

Operation Economic Outcast is a new US-led
global campaign announced by Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent to restrict Iran's
revenue-generating networks and increase
economic pressure on the country.

The campaign focuses on digital assets,
technology, gold, aviation, and shipping, while
also targeting networks involved in converting
Iranian o0il revenues. The US has also
announced sanctions against 60 entities,
vessels, and individuals across several
countries.

Its global reach is significant because
secondary sanctions could affect foreign
companies and countries doing business with
Iran, potentially creating wider implications for
energy markets, shipping, and international

trade.
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NSG Starts First Women-Only Commando

Course in Haryana

The National Security Guard

Conversion Course (MCCC)
at its Training Academy in Manesar, Haryana.
The 12-week programme is designed for
selected women personnel from State Police
Forces and CAPFs, providing intensive training
in physical fitness, weapons, marksmanship,
tactical intervention and hostage rescue. The
initiative aims to strengthen women's
participation in specialised counter-terrorism
operations, develop operational capabilities
and promote greater coordination and

interoperability among India's security forces.

Key Points:

The NSG has launched the first-ever Mahila
Commando Conversion Course (MCCC) at its
Training Academy in Manesar, Haryana, to
train selected women personnel from State
Police Forces and CAPFs for specialised
counter-terrorism operations.

The 12-week course focuses on physical
endurance, weapon and marksman skills,
tactical intervention, hostage rescue, and other
specialised counter-terrorism capabilities.

The initiative aims to expand the pool of
operationally capable women, establish
common professional standards, and improve
coordination and interoperability among

India's security forces.
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4.

National Conclave on Tribal Languages

and Museums Opens in Mysuru

The National Conclave on 3

Tribal Languages and ‘h
Museums began in Mysuru, "_i :'h
Karnataka, on August 24,

2026, bringing together experts and tribal
representatives to promote language and
cultural preservation. Organised by the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs with KSTRI and CIIL,
the three-day event featured the revamped Adi
Vaani platform, Jago Al bot and an MoU on
language documentation. Tribal-language
primers and educational resources were also
launched, while sessions focused on
technology, multilingual education, language

revival and safeguarding tribal linguistic

knowledge.

Key Points:

The National Conclave on Tribal Languages and
Museums was launched in Mysuru,
Karnataka, on August 24, 2026, to promote the
preservation, documentation, and revival of
India's tribal languages and cultural heritage.
Key initiatives included the revamped Adi
Vaani platform, the Jago Al bot for accessing
tribal welfare information, and an MoU between
the Ministry of Tribal Affairs and CIIL for tribal-
language documentation and corpus building.
The conclave highlighted the role of technology
and multilingual education in tribal-language
preservation, covering Al-based translation,
speech recognition, digital resources, primers,

and community-led language revival.
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Tamil Nadu Introduces Annapoorani
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Super Six LPG Scheme
The Tamil Nadu government
has introduced the

Annapoorani Super Six LPG

Scheme to reduce domestic

cooking gas expenses for eligible households.
Announced in the State Assembly on August
24, 2026, the scheme will begin on Pongal Day
in January 2027. Beneficiaries will purchase
LPG cylinders and receive reimbursements
directly in their bank accounts through DBT.
Eligible groups include families earning up to
Rs. 2.5 lakh annually, middle and marginal
farmers, and persons with disabilities. The
government plans to allocate Rs. 4,000 crore

annually.

Key Points:

The Annapoorani Super Six LPG Scheme was
introduced by the Tamil Nadu government on
August 24, 2026, to reduce domestic LPG
expenses for eligible households through
reimbursement via Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT).

The scheme will cover eligible families with
annual income up to Rs. 2.5 lakh, along with
middle and marginal farmers and persons with
disabilities. The state plans to allocate around
Rs. 4,000 crore annually for the programme.
The scheme is scheduled to begin on Pongal
Day in January 2027, with beneficiaries
purchasing LPG cylinders first and receiving
the eligible cost back directly in their bank

accounts.
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6.

Mumbai Enters IWG 2026 Work From

Anywhere Index with a Score of 77

Mumbai has made its debut
in the IWG 2026 Work From
Anywhere Index as the only [i"

Indian city featured in the
global ranking. It scored 77 points, performing
strongly in transport, accommodation, weather
and flexible workspaces, but lagging in
broadband speed, events and happiness.
Bangkok topped the index with 106.5 points,
followed by Tokyo and Barcelona. The ranking
highlights how connectivity, workspaces,
transport and accommodation are increasingly
important as remote work reshapes travel and

work-life balance.

Key Points:

Mumbai has made its debut in the IWG 2026
Work from Anywhere Index, scoring 77 points
and becoming the only Indian city featured in
the global ranking. Its strengths include
transport, accommodation, flexible
workspaces, and weather.

Bangkok topped the 2026 index with 106.5
points, followed by Tokyo and Barcelona.
Mumbai ranked below the top destinations but
scored higher than major cities such as London
and Miami.

Mumbai's main weaknesses were broadband
connectivity, events, and happiness,
highlighting the importance of reliable internet

and overall quality of life for attracting remote

workers and workation travellers.
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7.

Kaziah Liz Mejo Wins Miss Universe India

2026 Title
Nineteen-year-old Kaziah Liz
Mejo from Kerala has won the

Miss Universe India 2026 &k

title, earning the opportunity

to represent India at the 75th Miss Universe
pageant in Puerto Rico in November. She
emerged victorious among 52 contestants at
the Jaipur finale on August 23. Vaishnavi
Gannesh was named first runner-up, while
Anushri Satavlekar, Tejaswini Shrivastava and
Anubha Vashist Chaudhary secured the
second, third and fourth runner-up positions,
respectively. Mejo has prepared for the title for

nearly three years.

Key Points:

Kaziah Liz Mejo, 19, from Kerala, has been
crowned Miss Universe India 2026 after
competing against 52 contestants at the finale
inJaipur on August 23. She will represent India
at the 75th Miss Universe pageant in Puerto
Rico in November 2026.

The top four finalists included Vaishnavi
Gannesh as first runner-up, followed by
Anushri Satavlekar, Tejaswini Shrivastava,
and Anubha Vashist Chaudhary.

Mejo's victory came after more than three years
of preparation, and she has expressed her
ambition to win the international Miss Universe
title while representing both India and her

home state, Kerala.
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qeAfeg:
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8.

India Restored 21.76 Million Hectares of
Degraded Land from 2011-2020

India restored around 21.76
million hectares of land

between 2011 and 2020,

generating approximately
1.22 billion person-days of employment,
according to Union Minister Bhupender Yadav
at COP17 of the UNCCD in Mongolia. India, a
major Bonn Challenge pledger, has committed
to restoring 26 million hectares by 2030.
Current efforts include the Green India
Mission, CAMPA-funded restoration and Nagar
Van Yojana. The next reporting cycle for
2021-2025 will assess restored areas, financial

flows and employment generation

Key Points:

India restored 21.76 million hectares of
degraded land between 2011 and 2020,
generating approximately 1.22 billion person-
days of employment, highlighting the
environmental and economic benefits of land
restoration.

Under the Bonn Challenge, India initially
pledged to restore degraded and deforested
land and later increased its target to 26 million
hectares by 2030. The next reporting cycle for
2021-2025 will track restoration area,
financial flows, and employment creation.

Key initiatives such as the Green India Mission,
CAMPA, and Nagar Van Yojana support India's
restoration efforts, with future priorities
including stronger financing, technology
sharing, international cooperation, and

community participation.
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9.

India Unveils First Non-GMO High-
Expansion Popcorn Maize Hybrid

India has launched its first
non-GMO, high-expansion [£ 3

popcorn maize hybrid to

reduce dependence on
foreign seed technology. Vice
President C. P. Radhakrishnan unveiled the
indigenous hybrid on August 24, 2026, in
Musunuru, Andhra Pradesh, describing it as a
step towards Aatmanirbhar Bharat. The hybrid
could strengthen domestic popcorn
production, save foreign exchange and support
specialized agriculture. The initiative involves
over 17,500 farmers across eight states
cultivating nearly 40,000 acres, highlighting
the role of technology, entrepreneurship and

farmer collaboration.

Key Points:

India launched its first indigenous non-GMO,
high-expansion popcorn maize hybrid on
August 24, 2026, at Musunuru, Andhra
Pradesh. The hybrid is expected to reduce
India's dependence on foreign technology for
premium popcorn production.

Vice President C. P. Radhakrishnan described
the development as an example of
Aatmanirbhar Bharat, emphasizing the
importance of indigenous seeds, technology,
innovation, and farmer—-entrepreneur
collaboration.

The initiative involves more than 17,500
farmers across eight states, cultivating nearly
40,000 acres, and aims to strengthen
specialized agricultural production while
creating better market opportunities and

farmer incomes.
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3R fersTett-Seeh Se S fomiia MredTe-t o Qe
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|
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10.

Andhra Pradesh Clears Rs. 31,387-Crore
Green Al Data Centre Project
The Andhra Pradesh

government has approved a

512 MW Green Integrated Al

Data Centre in

Visakhapatnam, to be developed by AM Al
Factory (Vizag) Pvt Ltd. The project, proposed in
Amanam village, Bheemunipatnam mandal,
involves an investment of over Rs. 31,387 crore
and is expected to be completed within two
years and four months. It is projected to create
around 1,000 jobs. The state will provide
infrastructure support, including power and

water facilities, along with fiscal incentives

such as stamp and electricity duty exemptions.

Key Points:

The Andhra Pradesh government has approved
a 512 MW Green Integrated Al Data Centre in
Visakhapatnam, to be developed by AM Al
Factory (Vizag) Pvt Ltd at Amanam village in
Bheemunipatnam mandal.

The project involves an investment of over Rs.
31,387 crore and is expected to generate
employment for around 1,000 people. The
facility is targeted for completion within two
years and four months.

To support the project, the state has approved
power and water infrastructure assistance,
along with fiscal incentives such as stamp-duty

and electricity-duty exemptions.

— ko ok —

@ TETIAS TAETT AES RIS © 8182093320




y

© LakshyaIAS

g CCOdemy e

! 27-08- 2026. '

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

Q1.

Q2.

Q3.

Q4.

Qs.

ofcTch HdEIafeIh

DA ’ LY// AFFAIRS % 3

3T USYT WK T favmEmma"w o
rgeifae B Tentha FHhm gigrer <er
g AT AT feRa e ?
(a)2567mae (b) 384 HEE
(c)512tmare (d) 768 TMEe

W 3 BTeT e ° Taeeft sfier oeifiesr
Trroltar o0 o o ey A TR it At
HUEAT S ayT RS ?

() SR & e T i TR
(b) R-3Tgafe &9 T Heifed S=I-faer
qTqehi~ Herehl HonY

(c) S ITS TG Hehl

(d) FRIARIER =reel Heht

FERT TG HEEITTRIUT URATH T
& COP17 H 9U% ITd & AFER, YRA =
2011¥ 2020 o siter fehe=t i gewerfua
Hr?

(a)15.76 Al g

(b)18.92 faferagae=R

(c)21.76 ffaaTgae=

(d) 26l ga=

T gfast gfeam 2026 @t faae feae
St ?

(@) derEr st

(b) ST AR

(c) TSIt diemeda

(d) FFarfaaasn
AMESHISIT 2026 Teh A TR SSaa o
ITTHET BN ST TEHHTS WA 91T ahii-

qrar?
(b)qeE

(o) SeTE
(c) feeet (d) &eqETe

Q1.

Q2.

Q3.

Q4.

Q5.

"’fﬁ

MCQs |

,

-

What is the proposed capacity of the
Green Integrated Artificial Intelligence
Data Centre approved by the Andhra
Pradesh Government in

Visakhapatnam?
(a) 256 MW (b) 384 MW
(c) 512 MW (d) 768 MW

Which agricultural hybrid has India
recently introduced for the first time to
reduce dependence on foreign seed
technology?

(a) Genetically Modified Sweet Corn Hybrid
(b) Non-Genetically Modified High-
Expansion Popcorn Maize Hybrid

(c) High-Yield Wheat Hybrid

(d) Drought-Resistant Rice Hybrid
According to Bhupender Yadav at
COP17 of the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification,
how much land did India restore
between 2011 and 2020?

(a) 15.76 million hectares

(b) 18.92 million hectares

(c) 21.76 million hectares

(d) 26 million hectares

Who won the Miss Universe India 2026
title?

(a) Vaishnavi Ganesh

(b) Anushree Satvalekar

(c) Tejaswini Srivastava

(d) Kazia Liz Mejo

Which was the only Indian city to make
its debut in the IWG 2026 Work from
Anywhere Index?

(a) Bengaluru

(b) Mumbai

(c) Delhi

(d) Hyderabad
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Qé.

Q7.

Q8.

Q9.

Q10.

IO Guv Fae werdis It fore
T T THRGRTIERITEE ?

(a)dHeTg (b) Ficeh

(c) feeedt (d) e

24 IR 2026 Tl FASTAE Wwrad T
FUETAST U T THA T SIS v
IETH YA ?

(a) ST (b) W

(c)geaett (d)HgE

LT AT ME R UeelT HieeTl hHist

()& faeedl (d)=Eng
ITATRT ERT T & Sk Aedeh ol arerd
T & fore g1 fopw T afgaer s =
AT ?

(o) SR SHHIHE Iee

(b ) SR ZHMHE TSCHIRE

() SR AR IER

(d) SEF A AhS

2026 favagAATES Uaile TWHH 100 HieT e
T 9.39 Wehe W I ool ATcAT TSI TE Shl=T
272

(o) fRrmeRa (b) AT

(c) T2 (d) REm==m

Q6.

Q7.

Q8.

Qo.

Q1o0.

The Annapoorani Super Six LPG Scheme
was launched by which state
government?

(a) Tamil Nadu

(b) Karnataka

(c) Delhi

(d) Kerala

On 24 August 2026, the National
Conference on Tribal Languages and
Museums commenced in which city?

(a) Bengaluru

(b) Mangaluru

(c) Hubballi

(d) Mysuru

Where did the National Security Guard
(NSG) launch its first Women
Commando Conversion Course?

(a) Haryana

(b) Punjab

(c) New Delhi

(d) Chandigarh

What is the name of the global campaign
launched by the United States to target
Iran's economic network?

(a) Operation Economic Shield

(b) Operation Economic Outcast

(c) Operation Maximum Pressure

(d) Operation Iran Blockade

Which humanoid robot completed the
100-metre race in 9.39 seconds at the
2026 World Humanoid Robot Games?

(a) Tiangong Ultra

(b) Unitree H1

(c) X2

(d) Shiyan Chen Pro

(1 ©2®) [ [2b

5B)[6ea)[7m)[8(a)[9(®) [10(a)
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