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India ADB Sign 230 Million Dollar
Loan for Chennai Water
Modernisation

India and the Asian ¢
Development Bank
have signed a 230
million dollar loan
agreement to improve
water supply and sewerage services
in Chennai. The project will
strengthen urban infrastructure by
expanding reliable water distribution
and wastewater management
systems across the city. It aims to
improve service efficiency, reduce
water losses and enhance sanitation
facilities for residents. The initiative
will also promote climate resilient
infrastructure and better resource
management while supporting
Chennai's growing population and
improving overall public health and
living conditions.

Key Points:

India and ADB signed a 230 million
dollar loan agreement to upgrade
Chennai water supply and sewerage
infrastructure.

The project will improve water
distribution, wastewater
management and sanitation services
across Chennai.

The initiative aims to reduce water
losses, strengthen climate resilience
and provide more reliable urban
services to residents.
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Cabinet Approves Permanent Ladakh
High Court Bench

The Union Cabinet
approved a permanent
bench of the High Court
of Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh in Ladakh
on August 20, 2026. It will become the
court's third location after Srinagar and
Jammu. The move aims to improve
access to justice for residents of remote
areas such as Leh and Kargil by reducing
long-distance travel. The High Court had
44,557 pending cases as of July 30,
2026. Ladakh became a Union Territory

TR 31 3TATA 2019 Tl ohs; I G2 a1 | on Octeber 31,20109.
e Key Points:
Tty »* The Union Cabinet approved a
" HGHCHSA T 20 TR 2026 T TTERE § STH]-HIUR permanent bench of the Jammu and
ﬁWWWﬁWﬁB@ﬁ?@@H Kashmir and Ladakh High Court in

ARG 118 AR IR ST o 91E 3o =1eid shl Tl
T B, T o 3TN shRfirer & fenfiai o ferm =m
RERFRCEES I

RN 31 STFER 2019 T hg, I TSI &1 TR forar
HUR FFIT SHeh SRISITAS |

URA Wl &l oS YA &l Sa-sgeteh oo

SO H Y& &
mea%ﬁnﬁwﬁa— f'

TN TR = e o st
it TRt T forshfad foRam ST el © 31X 3Tk 3TeeR
2026 H T A I SHIE 2 | e T T Rl Tt
ST H IR ShT, ST YRS 377 Tehel- SN SdTal
T 7 B aTell Sid- STTeeIE |A € | T 3080
IS T o STIHIT ATTd & A I8 W I ™A
feTeleT Tehriieh ol TIeTH hiT | Sid-STqee ScaTel oht
TSI ScqTe Toal 2026 HTE B I SHE e |

Ladakh on 20 August 2026.

The Ladakh bench will be the High
Court's third location, after Srinagar and
Jammu, improving access to justice for
residents of Leh and Kargil.

Ladakh became a Union Territory on 31
October 2019, and Vinai Kumar Saxena
isits Lieutenant Governor.

India First Large Scale Biopolymer
Plant to Launch in October

India's first large scale g
biopolymer plant is being s
developed at the Kumbhi [JASCEIMME
sugar unit of Balrampur |IER R
Chini Mills in Lakhimpur
Kheri Uttar Pradesh and
is expected to be commissioned in
October 2026. The facility will convert
sugarcane into Polylactic Acid a
biodegradable material used in
packaging and disposable products.
Built at an estimated cost of 3080 crore
rupees the plant will follow Zero Liquid
Discharge technology. Commercial
production of biodegradable products is
expected to begin in November 2026.
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T ¥ Tt A1 o e FeR 10 ey et 1R ot 1 fersht
Ryfqee e i

e e 376 Shelel HieTee, HSHTE ol Ul =ei areil 31K
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Key Points:

India's first large-scale biopolymer plant
is being developed at the Kumbhi sugar
unit of Balrampur Chini Mills in
Lakhimpur Kheri, Uttar Pradesh, and is
scheduled for commissioning in October
2026.

The ?3,080 crore plant will convert
sugarcane into Polylactic Acid (PLA), a
biodegradable thermoplastic used in
products such as plates, cups and bags.
The facility will use a Zero Liquid
Discharge system, while commercial
production of biodegradable products is
expected to begin in November 2026.
Maharashtra Prohibits Sale of Loose
Edible Oil

Maharashtra Food and
Drug Administration
banned the sale of loose
edible oil and fats across
the state on August 20,
2026. The order requires edible oil to be
sold only in sealed tamper evident
packages with proper labelling. It also
restricts repeated reuse of frying oil and
mandates disposal when Total Polar
Compounds exceed 25 percent.
Violations may lead to prosecution,
imprisonment and financial penalties.
The measure aims to improve food safety,
traceability and consumer protection.

Key Points:

Maharashtra's Food and Drug
Administration banned the sale of loose
or unpackaged edible oil and fats across
the state on 20 August 2026.

Edible oil can now be sold only in sealed,
tamper-evident and properly labelled
packages; multi-sourced vegetable oil
packs are limited to 15 kg.

Used cooking oil with Total Polar
Compounds above 25% must be disposed
of through authorised collectors, while
violations can attract penalties under the
Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006.
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THfcTer Sfer o 21T o T fohaT 911 2004 H SRR
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5.

FIFA Announces 2027 Women's World
Cup Schedule

FIFA released the
schedule for the 2027
Women's World Cup on
August 20, 2026. Brazil
will host the 10th edition
from June 24 to July 25, featuring 32
teams and 64 matches across eight cities.
Rio de Janeiro's Maracana Stadium will
stage both the opening match and final,
while Sao Paulo will host the third place
playoff. The tournament will be the first
Women's World Cup hosted by Brazil.
The competition will expand to 48 teams
from 2031.

Key Points:

FIFA released the 64-match schedule for
the 2027 Women's World Cup on 20
August 2026; the tournament will be held
in Brazil from 24 June to 25 July 2027.
The 10th edition will feature 32 teams
and will be played across eight Brazilian
host cities; the competition will expand to
48 teams from 2031.

Rio de Janeiro's Maracana Stadium will
host both the opening match and the
final, while Sao Paulo will host the third-
place play-off.

NASA Calls Off Swift Telescope Rescue
Mission

NASA has ended its
planned rescue of the Neil
Gehrels
Observatory after the
LINK spacecraft®
developed control and communication
problems. Launched to raise Swift into a
safer orbit, LINK was built by Katalyst
Space Technologies under a 30 million
dollar mission. Swift, operational since
2004, has studied gamma ray bursts and
other high energy cosmic events. With the
rescue abandoned, the observatory is
expected to re-enter Earth's atmosphere
and burn up later in 2026.
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Key Points:

L

NASA has called off the planned rescue of
the Neil Gehrels Swift Observatory after
the LINK spacecraft developed control
problems and could not capture or boost
the telescope.

Swift, launched in 2004 to study gamma-
ray bursts and other high-energy cosmic
events, is expected to re-enter Earth's
atmosphere and burn up laterin 2026.
NASA spent about $30 million on the
rescue attempt, developed with Katalyst
Space Technologies, and plans to use
lessons from the failed mission for future
satellite-servicing operations.

Lando Norris Clinches 2026 Dutch
Grand Prix Title

Lando Norris won the H g
2026 Dutch Grand Prix at P z 5
Zandvoort, securing his ‘é‘t =

second consecutive®
Formula One victory after
winning in Hungary. Starting from pole,
the McLaren driver recovered after Kimi
Antonelli moved ahead following an early
restart. Norris regained the lead on lap 54
and eventually finished 11.536 seconds
ahead of Antonelli. George Russell
secured third place, while Lewis
Hamilton finished fourth. Max
Verstappen crashed on the opening lap
but escaped injury, adding early drama to
the race.

Key Points:

Lando Norris won the 2026 Dutch Grand
Prix at Zandvoort, securing back-to-back
Formula 1 victories after his earlier win in
Hungary.

Norris started from pole and regained the
lead on lap 54, eventually finishing
11.536 seconds ahead of Kimi Antonelli,
while George Russell finished third.

Max Verstappen crashed on the opening
lap, while Antonelli extended his
championship lead to 59 points with 242
points.
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8.

ISRO Chief V Narayanan Unveils India
Space Station Goal
ISRO Chairman V.
Narayanan announced
that India aims to
establish the Bharatiya
Antariksha Station by
2035, with its first
module already approved. Speaking at
the third National Space Day celebrations
in Ahmedabad, he highlighted India's
expanding space capabilities and
applications across more than 50 areas.
He also cited the Gaganyaan human
spaceflight programme as a major
upcoming mission. India's space
programme, which began 64 years ago,
now covers communication, navigation,
Earth observation, disaster management
and advanced exploration.

Key Points:

ISRO Chairman V. Narayanan said India
aims to establish the Bharatiya
Antariksha Station by 2035, with its first
module already approved.

The announcement was made during the
third National Space Day celebrations in
Ahmedabad, whose theme focused on
innovation, collaboration and global
leadership in the space sector.

ISRO is also working on the Gaganyaan
human spaceflight programme, while
India now uses space-based applications
in more than 50 areas including remote
sensing, telecommunications, navigation
and disaster warning.

National Space Day 2026

National Space Day 2026
was observed in India on
August 23 to
commemorate
Chandrayaan-3's historic
soft landing near the
Moon's south pole in
2023. The 2026 theme was “Towards
Viksit Bharat — Innovating, Collaborating
and Aspiring Global Space Leadership.”
India became the fourth country to
achieve a lunar soft landing and the first
to land near the Moon's south pole. The
landing site was named Shiv Shakti
Point. The observance promotes space
science, innovation, research and youth
participation.
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Key Points:

National Space Day 2026 was celebrated
on 23 August to commemorate
Chandrayaan-3's historic soft landing
near the Moon's south polar region on 23
August 2023.

The theme of National Space Day 2026
was “Towards Viksit Bharat — Innovating,
Collaborating and Aspiring Global Space
Leadership.”

Chandrayaan-3 made India the fourth
country to achieve a soft landing on the
Moon and the first to successfully land
near the lunar south pole; the landing
site was named Shiv Shakti Point.

10. UP Allows 180 Day Maternity Leave

Twice for Women Employees
» The Uttar Pradesh

Cabinet approved 180
days of maternity leave
twice during the service of
women state government
employees without
requiring a two year gap between the two
leaves. The benefit also covers cases
involving adopted children. The decision
followed relaxation of the gap condition
by the Lucknow bench of the Allahabad
High Court. The Cabinet also cleared
proposals related to Ayodhya's Panchkosi
Parikrama Marg expansion, stamp duty
waiver and funding for Har Ghar Tiranga
Abhiyan 2026.

Key Points:

The Uttar Pradesh Cabinet approved 180
days of maternity leave for eligible women
government employees, available twice
during their entire service.

The benefit applies to a maximum of two
living children, with employees receiving
full salary and job protection during the
leave period.

The policy aims to support maternal
recovery, childcare and breastfeeding
while improving work-life balance and
financial security for women employees.
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Ql. 3TTEd 2026 H ST IS HIFHSATTST THR AT | Q1. In August 2026, how many times did the
mmﬁmﬁqﬁw O CIDR MG T Cil Uttar Pradesh Cabinet approve 180 days
TR 180 T T AT TTRTIT T R T2 of maternity leave for women employees
(a) THETT : (b)Eﬁa'R‘ » of the state government during their
PN PN entire service period?
© & ) ) . (a) Once (b) Twice
Q2. dl T Sfafer T e Ferer T (c) Thrice (d) Four times
T HAETSTATE? Q2. National Space Day in India is observed
(a) 15 3T&d (b) 21 & every year on which date?
(¢)23 3TEd (d) 28 A& (a) 15 August (b) 21 August
Q3. 3T 2026 H FER FHeer S, AWV F FTAX (c) 23 August (d) 28 August
T T T o A e AUT e T Q3. According to ISRO Chairman V.
Narayanan in August 2026, by which
TYTIUA HEATE?
¥ year does India aim to establish its own
(2)2030 (W)ZrER space station?
(c)2035 (d)2040 (a) 2030 (b) 2032
Q4. 2026=a e Head# foar AT (c) 2035 (d) 2040
(a) HerE ATESUT Q4. Who won the 2026 Dutch Grand Prix at
(b)gﬁgf@m Zandvoort?
©) e e (a) Max Verstappen
T (b) George Russell
(d)éiq"]ﬁ s & (c) Kimi Antonelli
Qs. T T fearTre STerTTetT oht Jreft chedt (d) Lando Norris
uge o forg si-an siaferar fomfea femar Q5. Which spacecraft was developed to raise
TaTaT? NASA's Neil Gehrels Swift Observatory
(a) feism (b) Tt to a higher orbit?
Q6. 2027 HIT UTEeT frg o Y ATaT= S 1=-AT 397 () Orion (d) Dragon
N Q6. Which country will host the 2027 FIFA
’ Women's World Cup?
(a) ST (a) Brazil
(b) St (b) Germany
(c) AT feran © Australia
(d)g'ﬂ'{-ﬁmgqﬁﬁam (d) United States
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Q7.

Q8.

Q9.

Q10.

T 2026 F HERTSE ¥ T H foher IeaTa hi et
a1 fert e feru wa o fershir s wifeerer emmman?

(a) W I ST

(b) 3 IR TS

OEEIEES

(d) 718 3T AT SR AT

HRA T TEAT I YA T AT-Tgeteh d9 I
v ek fora e o forenfra fram e eeT 2

(2) TRER (b) AT

(c) I (d) AT

ST 2026 H heE WEHSH I TH-HIER R
TERG 3o9 ATATAd sl TATHT U8 foh g oTTiaa
TS H FATIUA e SRl HSTT &2

(a) <1 (b) et

(c) TErE () Tg=l

T 2026 § WRA ¥ oS § Tl 1 et
AT gt 3 I=1a o fery e wree 3 @mer 230
furferam Ster 3 morawsi wWekaer fehu?

(a) fF s

(b) TS fehTa sk

(c) TRTATS STaETarT frrarer Sieh

(d) 7= e sien

Q7.

Qs.

Q9.

Q1o0.

In August 2026, Maharashtra banned
the sale of which product in loose or
unpackaged form across the state?

(a) Edible oils and fats

(b) Milk and dairy products

(c) Sugar and jaggery

(d) Wheat flour and pulses

India's first large-scale biopolymer plant
is being developed in which district of
Uttar Pradesh?

(a) Gorakhpur

(b) Lakhimpur Kheri

(c) Kanpur

(d) Prayagraj

In August 2026, the Union Cabinet
approved the establishment of a
permanent bench of the High Court of
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh in which
Union Territory?

(a) Chandigarh

(b) Delhi

© Ladakh

(d) Puducherry

In August 2026, India signed a $230
million loan agreement with which
institution for upgrading water supply
and sewerage infrastructure in
Chennai?

(a) World Bank

(b) Asian Development Bank

(c) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
(d) New Development Bank
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