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BRICS Youth Council Meeting and
Youth Summit begin in
Gandhinagar

Under India's 2026
BRICS Presidency,
the Department of
Youth Affairs,
Ministry of Youth Rty
Affairs and Sports, is

hosting the BRICS Youth Council
Meeting and the BRICS Youth
Summit in Gandhinagar, Gujarat on
August 19-20. The two-day gathering
emphasizes Yuva Shakti as a key
driver for innovation and sustainable
development. Delegates, including
official representatives, young
innovators, entrepreneurs, and
changemakers from BRICS member
and partner nations, are engaging in
thematic dialogues to finalize the
BRICS Youth Joint Statement and
reinforce people-to-people
connections. The outcomes of these
discussions will feed into the BRICS
Youth Ministers' Meeting, scheduled
to take place in Visakhapatnam,
Andhra Pradesh, on August 22,
where leaders will adopt the Joint
Ministerial Statement on Youth
Cooperation.

uw

BRICS YOUTH SUMMIT
&

BRICS YOUTH COUNCIL MEETING

Key Points:

Host and Location: Hosted by the
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports
in Gandhinagar, Gujarat, under
India's 2026 BRICS Presidency.

Core Theme: Focuses on leveraging
Yuva Shakti for innovation,
sustainable development, and
finalizing the BRICS Youth Joint
Statement.
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Ministerial Outcome: Findings will
inform the BRICS Youth Ministers'
Meeting in Visakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh, culminating in the adoption of
the Joint Ministerial Statement on Youth
Cooperation.

US Sanctions ICC President and Senior
Trial Lawyer

The United States on
Tuesday 18th August
imposed sanctions on
International Criminal
Court (ICC) President
Tomoko Akane (Japan)
and Senior Trial Lawyer Abdoulaye Seye
(Senegal) under a presidential executive
order announced by US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio. The measures freeze their
US assets, block access to the US
financial system, and restrict entry into
the country. Washington cited ICC
actions involving officials from non-
member states, specifically the US and
Israel, as the reason. The ICC,
headquartered in The Hague, condemned
the move and affirmed its commitment to
international justice. Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu backed
the sanctions, whereas Dutch Foreign
Minister Tom Berendsen opposed them,
emphasizing the need to uphold the
tribunal's independent mandate.

Key Points:

Sanctioned Individuals: US sanctions
targeted ICC President Tomoko Akane

and Senior Trial Lawyer Abdoulaye Seye.
Reason and Impact: Enacted because of

ICC proceedings involving non-member
nations (US and Israel); penalties include
asset freezes, financial bans, and US

entry restrictions.
ICC Background: Established by the

1998 Rome Statute (effective July 1,
2002), the ICC is headquartered in The
Hague, Netherlands.
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Private Chinese company lands
Zhuque-3 rocket falling from space

Beijing-based private
space company
LandSpace launched its
66-meter Zhuque-3 Y2

rocket, successfully

deploying the Honghu-3 satellite into
orbit while vertically landing its first-
stage booster in Minqgin County, Gansu
province on August 18. Powered by liquid
oxygen and methane, the stainless-steel
vehicle can carry up to 14.2 tonnes to low
Earth orbit and is designed to be reused
up to 20 times. This mission marked
China's first land recovery of an orbital-
class booster and its second orbital
recovery overall. Internationally,
LandSpace became the fourth entity, and
only the third private company after
SpaceX and Blue Origin, to successfully
recover an orbital rocket booster,
marking a major milestone in China's
rapidly growing commercial space
industry.

Key Points:

Achievement: LandSpace successfully
launched the Zhuque-3 Y2 rocket and
achieved China's first land-based vertical

recovery of an orbital-class booster.
Rocket Features: The Zhuque-3 is a

stainless-steel rocket powered by liquid
oxygen and methane, designed for up to

20 reuses.
Global Significance: LandSpace became

the third private company globally (after
SpaceX and Blue Origin) to recover an
orbital-class rocket booster.
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Incentive scheme to promote
domestic PNG connections across the

country
The Government of India (

on Wednesday 19th[§,
August approved an|Eueett
Incentive Scheme for | <.
Promotion of Domestic

Piped Natural Gas (PNG) Connections to
accelerate clean and affordable cooking
fuel access nationwide, effective
September 1. Administered by the
Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas,
the scheme encourages City Gas
Distribution (CGD) entities to convert
unbilled connections into active, working
gas connections. Under this initiative,
CGD entities receive an additional 200
Standard Cubic Meters (SCM) of lower-
priced domestic natural gas for every
incremental billed domestic connection
achieved. Implemented across two
tranches over six months, the allocated
gas will replace costlier imported LNG
procured for CNG transport, effectively
reducing gas-sourcing costs and
expanding PNG network coverage beyond
the current 1.74 crore households.

oints:
Incentive Allocation: CGD entities will

receive 200 Standard Cubic Meters (SCM)
of cheaper domestic natural gas for every
additional billed domestic PNG

connection.
Implementation Period: The scheme runs

over two tranches spanning six months,

effective from September 1.
Core Purpose: Aimed at expanding active

PNG coverage nationwide beyond 1.74
crore connections and lowering gas
procurement costs by substituting
expensive imported LNG.
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Fog-Harvesting Project Converts

Mountain Fog into Water
In southwestern

Morocco, a major fog-|
harvesting project on F
Mount Boutmezguida in
the Anti-Atlas Mountains
captures Atlantic fog to supply piped
drinking water to arid villages, as
reported on August 18. Managed by Dar
Si Hmad, a women-led Moroccan non-
profit, the system utilizes food-safe black
polymer mesh nets called CloudFisher
technology. Positioned at an altitude of
over 4,000 feet, these non-electric 3D
nets withstand winds up to 120 km/h,
collecting thousands of liters of moisture
daily to distribute through gravity-fed
pipes. This innovative initiative serves
rural indigenous Amazigh households in
the Ait Baamrane region. Supported by a
local Fog Research Center, the project
plans further regional expansion to
tackle persistent water scarcity in semi-
arid zones without relying on external
energy.

Key Points:

Location and Mechanism: Located on
Mount Boutmezguida in Morocco's Anti-
Atlas Mountains, capturing atmospheric
moisture from Atlantic fog using

elevation and wind.
Technology Used: Employs energy-free,

food-safe CloudFisher 3D polymer mesh
nets designed to handle wind speeds up
to 120 km/h and deliver water via
gravity-fed pipes.

Managing NGO: Operated by Dar Si
Hmad, a women-led Moroccan non-profit
organization providing clean water to
rural Amazigh communities.
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PM POSHAN Scheme to Be Extended to
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Classes 9-12 in Keralam
Keralam on Wednesday

19th August has
expressed its consent to

the Central Government
to extend the Centrally
Sponsored PM POSHAN Scheme
(formerly the Mid-Day Meal Scheme) to
students of Classes 9 to 12. Currently,
the scheme covers students from Classes
1 to 8 in government and government-
aided schools nationwide. State General
Education Minister N Samsudheen
announced this during the inauguration
of the state-level distribution of Onam
special rice for school students in
Thiruvananthapuram. As part of the
Onam distribution drive led by the
General Education Department and
Supplyco, around 23.5 lakh students
across government and aided schools will
receive 4 kg of free rice each, utilizing a
total allocation of 905 metric tonnes of
Slce.

Key Points:

Extension Proposal: Keralam has
consented to extend the PM POSHAN
Scheme to secondary and higher

secondary students (Classes 9 to 12).
Current Scope: The centrally sponsored

PM POSHAN scheme presently covers
children from Classes 1 to 8 in

government and aided schools.
Onam Relief Measures: The state

announced free distribution of 4 kg of rice
to over 23.5 lakh school students through
Supplyco ahead of Onam.
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» The newly gauge-

Gwalior-Chambal Region Gets New Rail
Connectivity

converted 56 km
Kailaras—Sabalgarh-Birp

ur rail section in Madhya
Pradesh was virtually
inaugurated on August 18, extending the
Gwalior-Kailaras MEMU train service
directly to Birpur. Forming part of the
larger Gwalior—Sheopur rail corridor, this
broad-gauge project traverses the
Morena and Sheopur districts to improve
connectivity across over 100 rural
settlements in the Gwalior-Chambal
region. Built to Indian Railways' standard
broad-gauge width (1,676 mm), the line
aims to ease regional transit, with future
plans to extend the route further from
Sheopur Kalan to Kota in Rajasthan. The
transformation highlights increased
infrastructure investments, with Madhya
Pradesh's railway budget allocation
risingto Rs 15,188 crore for FY 2026-27.

Key Points:

Project Expansion: Inauguration of the
56 km Kailaras-Sabalgarh-Birpur
gauge-converted broad-gauge line,

extending MEMU service up to Birpur.
Geographical Coverage: Connects key

towns in the Morena and Sheopur
districts within Madhya Pradesh's
Gwalior—-Chambal belt, with plans to

connect to Kota, Rajasthan.
Standard Specifications: Replaces

narrow gauge with Indian Railways'
standard broad gauge of 1,676 mm (5 ft 6
in).
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8.

Manav Suthar's spin masterclass helps

India beat Sri Lanka in Galle
India secured a 165-run

victory against Sri Lanka [ # :
in the opening Test at the 3

Galle Internationall
Stadium, taking a 1-0
lead in the two-match series, on 19th
August. Set a target of 372, Sri Lanka
were bowled out for 206 shortly before
rain hit the venue. Left-arm spinner
Manav Suthar delivered a brilliant
performance, taking 6/55 in the second
innings to complete a 10-wicket match
haul.
Dhananjaya de Silva (59) and Sonal

Despite resistance from

Dinusha (84), Suthar's crucial late spell
dismantled Sri Lanka's lower order.
Batter Devdutt Padikkal was awarded
Player of the Match for his first-innings
score of 167. Notably, this match marked
a significant milestone as India's 600th
Test match.

Key Points:

Match Outcome: India defeated Sri Lanka
by 165 runs at Galle International
Stadium, taking a 1-O lead in the Test

series.

Standout Performances: Left-arm
spinner Manav Suthar picked up a 10-
wicket match haul (6/55 in the second
innings), while Devdutt Padikkal won

Player of the Match for scoring 167 runs.
Historic Landmark: The fixture marked

India's 600th Test match in international
cricket history.
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9.

Fourth India-Singapore Ministerial

Roundtable
The fourth edition of the A |

India—Singapore
Ministerial Roundtable |
(ISMR) is scheduled for ===
August 20 in Singapore to
review and strengthen bilateral
cooperation in key emerging sectors. The
high-level Indian delegation features
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar,
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal, and
Minister of State Jitin Prasada. Serving
as a crucial mechanism established in
September 2022 to advance strategic
ties, ISMR focuses on advanced
manufacturing, digitalisation,
healthcare, skill development,
connectivity, and sustainability. These
discussions directly support the
Roadmap for the India-Singapore
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
(CSP). Alongside the ministerial meeting,
the fourth India-Singapore Business
Roundtable will also take place to boost
trade and business collaboration
between the two nations.

Key Points:

Event and Location: The 4th India-
Singapore Ministerial Roundtable (ISMR)

is hosted in Singapore on August 20.
Delegation and Scope: Key Indian Union

Ministers lead discussions on advanced
manufacturing, digitalisation,
healthcare, sustainability, and skill

development.
Strategic Framework: ISMR acts as a

principal institutional mechanism
driving the Roadmap for the India-
Singapore Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership (CSP).

@ TETIAS TAETT AES RIS © 8182093320




SN academy [[u— DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

y
©; LakshyalAS !21-08-2026. '.

10.  ToreT 3 IS He o hiei et Ugeiede  10.

BRICS Oppose EU Carbon Border

¥ 18 3T hl YT ohi TR |

HahfreenT farer fama

T feeet! o et 124t foemm
TeteuT G5 Sl Saek H, ferer
T ¥ AT T o e arel
TEsTEetie Hehfon (Hisuun ) o o FRa g U
AR AT STOHTAT | o HAT UG A1ed o gl H,
T Y - W i ST R g8 50 Wi,
T, Hitie, Soiteh TR foeTell S hre-Te—
TG Sl FIRIAT ST ATl WehalohT SR Hfqaer
FART] 2026 § 3199 e =R0T § JO91 o W@
HIETUTH & T&d ST ohl ST THTOTTS SieT
ifamt 2, S foerraetier <on & f9afa o e
wHIfad ar g1 56 eifafe, foery At 3
farenfaa it STer 1R Famrd Ferrar & Jream &
2035 Toh STJher fad TWuT &l O AT Fleh
STeTary ot a1 foRaR oY a1 ST fohalT | ST,
TH, I, <, ST 3Tohiehl, TR 3T 3THNIA,
foeaiRa forre wewar <@t o afaffert 3 38 Hgea
YOI ShT A fera |

gefag:

Hrelua =1 foriy: forere warferor 46RT 3 STu=ien
T Y AU G F Hle STl TSRS Heh(oq
(GeEn ) =l 3TehR o e 3T 3 Shiei-T8

ST I Ueh Wl ST Ui deiel iR feam |

ISk T TSR 12781 fererd qaferor 6t i doeh
TR ! foToRT STEerdl o ded ¢ faoadl § STafeTd
IS SR ST STEATRT S Tl g ATCT - |
Stetar] fa =l Wi faeRfad <@ ¥ /e 3R
et fa 9I9or 1 ST Wk 2035 dF
forhTersiiet <eTi o feTl, STehet fot &l 9 AT e
Rl ST {haT |

— Xk ok —

Adjustment Mechanism
At the 12th BRICS
Environment Ministers'
Meeting held in New Delhi
under India's chairship
on 18th August, BRICS
nations adopted a joint
statement opposing the European
Union's Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism (CBAM). Led by Union
Minister Bhupender Yadav, the grouping
criticized CBAM as a unilateral trade
barrier targeting carbon-intensive
imports such as steel, aluminum,
cement, fertilizers, and electricity.
Entering its definitive phase in 2026,
CBAM requires importers to purchase
emission certificates, directly impacting
developing nations' exports. Additionally,
BRICS ministers urged wealthy countries
to expand climate finance by tripling
adaptation funding by 2035 through
grants and concessional support.
Representatives from expanded BRICS
member nations, including Brazil,
Russia, India, China, South Africa, UAE,
Iran, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Ethiopia, and
Indonesia, supported the joint
declaration.

Key Points:

Opposition to CBAM: BRICS environment
ministers formally rejected the EU's
Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism
(CBAM), labeling it a wunilateral trade
barrier on carbon-intensive imports.
Meeting Host: The 12th BRICS
Environment Ministers' Meeting was held
in New Delhi under India's BRICS
chairship and chaired by Union Minister
Bhupender Yadav.

Climate Finance Demand: Called upon
developed nations to triple adaptation
finance for developing countries by 2035
using grants and concessional funding.

— Xk ok —
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Q1. "RTE TSl USSeHE HehfAed' (CBAM) f"®@ | Q1. The 'Carbon Border Adjustment
eI TUE 5 E EIRIES W—Wiﬁ‘ TR Mechanism' (CBAM) is a climate-related
trade policy introduce y whic
Hifade d 1i i d db hich
' ional ?
(a)TT (NATO) fae)g;;;\'% group
(b)G7 (b) G7
(c) TSR EE (EV) (¢) European Union (EU)
(d) Serferam Frataes et e €tie (OPEC) (d) Organization of the Petroleum
Q2 ARGy sfre Tt Saw (ISMR) &1 Exporting Countries (OPEC)
) re > . Q2. Which edition of the India-Singapore
2026 H SHI-BT EERTUT ST foham <1 Ministerial Roundtable (ISMR) was
Rt e scheduled to be held in September
(a) & 2026?
by (@) Third
E )) . (b) Fourth
WEIEEL .
©OFifth
(d)Bar (d) Sixth
Q3.  3TTEd 2026 | WRA AR Aicichl sh sr @t &1 | Q3. The Test match played between India
TTTeT $F Hel WA oh Tawree 14 fehehe Sfaem &t and Sri Lanka in Galle in August 2026
B o1 e ok o K 1 ) B was which milestone Test in India's
. 1 international cricket history?
(2) 5009 (a) 500th Test
(b) 55041 (b) 550th Test
¢) 600 c) 600th Test
(c)
(d) 65091 (d) 650th Test
e . SR Q4. What is the standard track gauge
Q4. HRS TR %ﬁagﬁ distance of Broad Gauge used by Indian
2 Railways?
() 1,000 fareft (a) 1,000 mm
(b) 1,435 foreft (b) 1,435 mm
(¢) 1,762 mm
(c) 1,762 Tt
&) 1.676 R (@) 1,676 mm
(d)1,676 , Q5. Under the PM POSHAN Scheme,
Q5.  FAHT W UTUH UIHUT FISHT ok SHeRTd AR AR students of which class group in
mmn@‘iﬁﬁmaﬁmw%mﬁﬁm government and government-aided
BT WIS IS fRaTATare? schools currently receive cooked hot
FATITS meals?
()T & (a) Classes 1to 5
(b)FaT 148 (b) Classes 1to 8
(c)FE6H 10 (c) Classes 6 to 10
(d) Fr-amad a e 10 (d) Pre-primary to Class 10
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Q6.

Q7.

QS.

Q9.

Q10.

HISE FICHFTZET, Al TT-FTa T TRATHT o fe1g
T 2026 7 <=t H ofT, forer uaie e v Rua s?
(a) FUTIF

(b) SH-Fa g

OEIPIERER

(d) G-uzeE vea

WA PNG ST Y dgral 3 Y T8 wieha
TIeETE AT hel A AT B2

(a) 1 fodsr

(b) 16 fodst

() 2 JTFST

(d)31 3FFR

STTET 2026 W =M AT ggelt Aifdcer-sara Weha.
et e et form Tt simfrer shut T o 612
(a) Treiferesh Tt

(b)i-Space

© LandSpace

(d) OrienSpace

AT AT =EteE (ICC) T JEared
HE (R g?

(a) e, Ragsicte

(b) g, Fetcte

(c) =, 78T

(d) ufe, g

O it BRICS STeTeTdT oh ST 19 TTET 2026
BRICS U HTETH &I 8 R I WiWE T
ST HET [RATITAT?

Q6.

Q7.

Qs.

Qo.

Q10.

Mount Boutmezguida, which was in the
news in August 2026 for a major fog-
harvesting project, is located in which
mountain range?

(a) Ural Mountains

(b) Drakensberg Mountains

(c) Zagros Mountains

(d) Anti-Atlas Mountains

From when will the newly approved
incentive scheme to promote domestic
PNG connections be implemented?

(a) 1 September

(b) 16 September

(c) 2 October

(d) 31 October

Which private space company
completed China's first orbital-class
rocket booster landing recovery in
August 20267?

(a) Galactic Energy

(b) i-Space

© LandSpace

(d) OrienSpace

Where is the headquarters of the
International Criminal Court (ICC)
located?

(a) Geneva, Switzerland

(b) The Hague, Netherlands

(c) New York, USA

(d) Paris, France

Where was the BRICS Youth Council
Meeting and Youth Summit held on 19
August 2026 during India's BRICS

(a) fereTRETIRH, g IR Chairship?
(b)ﬁ"'l?l’ﬁ FTF (a) Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh
N (b) Bengaluru, Karnataka
(o) Fefaeeht (c) New Delhi
(d) AR, T (d) Gandhinagar, Gujarat
JTRHATAT (Answer Key)
ENCIEIOIEICIEENHOIE I EACI EXCIEXONETIO),
— ok ok —
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