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j

National Sports Awards 2025
= The Government
announced the

wecifeds  Ipedl ,,1
TR ST G i o LY
fr T T R
2025 Tt =0T i | T9 ieel Sefied giet
SISl o ittt TR qetel Mo e, fafa=T
Wl oh 15 311 Rgenedl o A Sehe UegiH o
fIq o757 QR U | 19l AR
Teatel fEcel 30T STEHEANH i 315
TEHR (TEHEEH ) H T fohal ST |
FIFET & e |, Somare [WEhR WaR i
(TR ), B e e (SR SR &t
FeFHHR =eRI0T (YET) <Rl Fa foraT S|
T Stfafer, 7or feerd @1t Tifeifiss Hre
WA Haei 3R ferehr § Heraguf e & fog
TS I AITE JRahR AT BT |

National Sports s
Awards 2025 to g
recognize and reward
athletic excellence on
18th August. Premier women's
badminton doubles pair Treesa Jolly
and Pullela Gayatri Gopichand, along
with 15 other sportspersons across
various disciplines, will receive the
Arjuna Award for outstanding
performance. Veteran Indian footballer
[saiah Arumainayagam is set to be
honored with the Arjuna Award
(Lifetime). In coaching, the
Dronacharya Award will be presented
to Parveer Singh (Athletics), Chhote Lal
Yadav (Boxing), and Neha Nandkumar
Chavan (Shooting). Additionally, the
Army Paralympic Node in Pune will
receive the Rashtriya Khel Protsahan
Puruskar for its significant
contributions toward sports promotion

qeAfog: and development.
= 315 ERR Wdehd: SefficT et Sl a1 Key points:

il ﬁTWmm WW % * Arjuna Award Recipients: Badminton
fAT T T 17 wereliel i wnfier €, Srafer srgvet
pediel RaeTel oAl SEHEEH Sl 3T
R (ARHERH ) A ST |
(Terifear), Bie T anea (afferT) iR TaT
PR TRIT (FIFET) Tl il H Schedl o
fAw AT

doubles duo Treesa Jolly and Pullela
Gayatri Gopichand are among 17
athletes selected for the Arjuna Award,
while veteran footballer Isaiah
Arumainayagam receives the Arjuna
Award (Lifetime).

Dronacharya Awardees: Coaches
Parveer Singh (Athletics), Chhote Lal
Yadav (Boxing), and Neha Nandkumar
Chavan (Shooting) were chosen for
excellence in coaching.
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n I T WIcATe T IR T S derar o 3R * Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puruskar:

= T T ey e T et

foreRfad e ¥ |iehe gffeR o fog et TRifeifues
A, qOT I TEAIT fohaT T |

AT e T TE TRISIS AT
'STUTISTAT - UTRT T 2026' <t B ST fgwaram
ECICNCRIR DI

18 ST =l 7 fawett H T= g
Hee R (TIEE) * g |
TIEReh 3T, ST -

TR AT 20263 1 B S(ST f@meny W@ fohar | 30
fe=t i =18 e A Aol U o & 9 g
250 foheiTIeR =l g T shdl ©, ST ferwmeret HeeT &6t
feafer =t =l TTERE & =i & | Sedr 2 | diHi
13T =l i wfger TR o Hgea 7 28 Afger
FSet T U Tl T ST ook § M A @1 S|
el ol IR TR AR TR &l T i
T, Y& Tl 7 39 91 R SR e foh T 1t |
IriieRT YR AfeeraTl o Ted 3R dedl ararsl
I, TN e T T, AR g, SAgema
3T SATCHTSTTETE hl SGTell <l &1 3761+ A5 o SR
R, JATEROT W07 IR WIETeh eifrar 1

Awarded to the Army Paralympic Node,
Pune for its active role in promoting and
developing sports.

All India Girls High Altitude Long Trek
'Aparajita - Parang La 2026' flagged off
Defence Minister Rajnath :
Singh flagged off the
National Cadet Corps é
(NCC) flagship adventure 011
expedition, "Aparajita —
Parang La 2026," in New
Delhi on Tuesday August 18. The 30-day
trek covers 250 kilometers across the
challenging Parang La Pass, connecting
Himachal Pradesh's Spiti Valley with
Ladakh's Changthang region. A contingent
of 28 girl cadets, led by three women
officers from the tri-services, is
participating in this high-altitude trek.
Commending the cadets' physical and
mental preparation, the Defence Minister
highlighted that participation in such
expeditions reflects the courage and
growing capabilities of Indian women,
while fostering leadership, mental
resilience, discipline, and self-confidence.
He advised the team to prioritize safety,
environmental preservation, and
community engagement throughout the
journey.

el S ol e o |
Key points:

A= lﬁg: ) ) ) = Flagged Off by: Defence Minister Rajnath
o T el fomrE: e e aey e q = foeen 9 Singh flagged off the flagship NCC All India

T ARSI - TR AT 20263 1Tk T ST sfean
T BTE UeeiadS AT oo ohl 84 Siel fawmeht Tl
ERI

Tt 3R 37af: 30 foadia 92 sfva TR el &
21 gY 250 ferctmie? 1 it 7o e 2, < fedrret
TRl T =ITe bl ATe & =i e Y Sreare |
TfRT: 39 S H ot T, TR SR S T
AfAfEre s arett i Aieet SIeRTRE o Jge |
28 THE AfgeT hge e € |

Girls High Altitude Long Trek named
"Aparajita — Parang La 2026" from New
Delhi.

Route and Duration: The 30-day expedition
covers 250 kilometers through the Parang
La Pass, bridging the Spiti Valley in
Himachal Pradesh with the Changthang
region of Ladakh.

Participants: The team comprises 28 NCC
girl cadets led by three female officers
representing the Indian Army, Navy, and
Air Force.
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3.

Y. MRd 9 17 3TRA ahl T &

R 5T S AT o T Ueett g ST eht

AR H AEEIiioRT] o

Feret 2 ot Siger g e j 'Y
(JuAEE) o el % 1779
e (A7) o TR TR I T8ell IS €
TMAied U R 30 ToRel Shifaeerd (3uTE)
3T AR SR R | =78 =T eh e e R o fafaer
Tl Mpiceh Rgeat o foeror wer ot <, e
fedTerdt iR TRE & =19 % A, O AR T
URGYH, TR o AT, ISR SR STEier 9
I &1 5 wiRfRfaent o5 a=rsite Siel fafererar,
Fra SRV, HaT 3R ST TR G Serery
TET T ShT THE T o TI-|E TuTeih 77
IO SASfaeRT B T W B et qfheR
fromer € | =g wreRTeT 3 wiffearfies ®9 T Hagsier
ST S TRTOT, TN ST T Teel oh [ e
TR 2T ARG i o [ Ueh fagie- 3Tk
ERET GRS |

geafeg:
" TR MES: YR J 3T Ugell Tufid M H

TN ferat, S |er, I, Wgl @i Arelar
el sl ofeT hed g O o el IR G
TTehi e TRl T3 (TS ) ST HIAT<T0T Shd
|

Afereh Tifee eI e MES HAeTT o SATETAR
T ST JUASIE! o Ui o 17 d e
(S=dr7 ) AT IR |

TiRferfaer 31X eTrsiifersnl gue: g8 TR T
! AV, ST SR, ey Feeierd SeH
IR YYAITh Tel I W i Gea o foan uh

A~ =~ oA
JIAMh ERETUS hIA[T |

3.

India Launches First Guide to

Grasslands
India launched its first-

ever "Guide to Grasslands |t k¢

and Other Open Natural j§
Ecosystems (ONEs) of
India" during the 17th Session of the
Conference of the Parties (COP17) to the
United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD) in Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia on 17th August. The
comprehensive guide details India's diverse
open natural landscapes, including the
Himalayan and Terai grasslands, Thar and
Banni landscapes, Deccan savannas,
rocky plateaus, and scrublands. These
ecosystems play a vital role in supporting
wildlife biodiversity, carbon storage, soil
and water conservation, and climate
resilience, while sustaining pastoral and
rural livelihoods. The publication provides
a science-based framework to guide
national efforts toward conserving,
restoring, and sustainably managing these
ecologically sensitive biomes.

Key points:

First-Ever Guide: India unveiled its first
dedicated guide mapping grasslands and
Open Natural Ecosystems (ONEs),
encompassing savannas, deserts, ravines,
and scrublands.

Global Launch Platform: The guide was
released at the 17th Conference of the
Parties (COP17) of the UNCCD held in

Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.

Ecological and Livelihood Impact: It offers a
scientific framework to restore ecosystems,
store carbon, enhance climate resilience,
and protect pastoral and agricultural
communities.
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o Y& WO < ARAR AT <R

URA o & THRI-9 St §Y MiSad AeertEd
formme romferErt @t Tt W @ & T 1,943
TS BT o | TWEETR fhT

o 1 -l T mista 2t

RTeet reiee TeRehTTe faey

ST T o TAT 17 ST bl STReRT feerd ST Rer
W TeRHeshal faeem, mEudr. (Siu-
TTHSTE) o §MF 1,943 S T04 o a9 W
LA {1 | 72 fewetl & et woa-2 T s&deiia
% GHSIT 30 WEH 1 219 o fofu € | ST HER
3R ST Tl ¥ o, I AHeRfed fawH
Ut TR i TG & STTedhdl (THER)
TR STET | foremer HeraTT et # fia¥ gftme,
IR TR T (STETHSIR ) FHeks] e e, T8
HUTSRT AR TR oh! TffafeRi i Te) T 31X
& TRTHRR &1t H SR YReM iRt oht el &
T STATE &1 i TN oh HoTd el |

gefag:
TS o AT 8T WA + 30 el o feld af

THRT-9dT HF M G TSl W <l o fld el
W WHleshal fery,  ofEudl. (Siiu-
TUHAE) o W 1,943 IS T9F & THA W
B foh |

T T YhR: THEI-9 S Wl M T T-
Teeiege eAi-Ugaid (3a1) Rueel qeeics
TEREhTHE e (TR ) 7 |

IR 329: SHET 3e9d WGl & STHTEehdl
(THEIT) <l SETaT T 3R {88 Heran & # iR
i, FARET 3R St (STRTHETR) &1waTd e
FATE|

4.

India inks Rs 1,943 crore deal to lease
two MQ-9B sea guardian unmanned
aircraft systems

The Ministry of Defence
(MoD) signed a Rs 1,943
crore contract on 17th
August with US-based
General Atomics

Aeronautical Systems, Inc. (GA-ASI) to
lease two MQ-9B Sea Guardian High-
Altitude Long-Endurance (HALE) Remotely
Piloted Aircraft Systems for the Indian
Navy. Signed at Kartavya Bhawan-2 in New
Delhi, the agreement spans a tenure of 30
months. Equipped with advanced sensors
and state-of-the-art payloads, these
unmanned aircraft systems will
significantly enhance India's Maritime
Domain Awareness (MDA). By providing
persistent Intelligence, Surveillance, and
Reconnaissance (ISR) coverage over vast
oceanic stretches, the induction will
strengthen the Indian Navy's ability to
monitor developments and respond
effectively to emerging security challenges
across the Indian Ocean Region.

Key points:

Contract Details: Ministry of Defence
signed a Rs 1,943 crore agreement with
General Atomics Aeronautical Systems,
Inc. (GA-ASI) to lease two MQ-9B Sea
Guardian drones for 30 months.

Aircraft Type: The MQ-9B Sea Guardian is
a High-Altitude Long-Endurance (HALE)
Remotely Piloted Aircraft System (RPAS).
Strategic Objective: Designed to boost
Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA) and
deliver continuous Intelligence,
Surveillance, and Reconnaissance (ISR)
capabilities across the Indian Ocean
Region.
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5.  WRAIVIiTad el ST Her T UGR TA g 5.
= R g i S e faee

Indian Peacekeepers Receive UN Medal
= A total of 210 Indian

(JEATHAETHTH ) H Felr < T2
FT 210 TRAT WAoo
17 ST &I a1 § Ufdfted
R T T & TR ferarm 7T | e fep e
TAH 8 Hiee o SR AT T ik onfier o,
= et Nifa ST Wa # Sen! Tt Fer 27
ANTET o foTT =11 &1 1S | <feTor e o eddeh
S 2011 H TAYT JUATHECHTH Rl & A
TR ot G, WIS Tl i gfaren siR e
Tife Hfeh ST L S R ¢ | TR ol T
g Siifer AT § O e ST AT ANt
I 5T €, T8 1948 T 319 @ 49 fawEi #
2,00,000 H 21 A= IR YfeT® shiHar bl o1
TR & | 2T ST Tl wrefiferct &t 7 SFaieeier Geet,
Nif AT 3R W TR Frt o Wid TR

vifaafTent (6 Afecmell R 7 @ik i
e ) TRl R g Taeh o T R T |

e &1 faeror: ¥ wifadfe quAeHeTETEey
(ST e # T T fie ) F Red Har e W@ e,
fSTaehT TemaT 2011 # ARERT =l GReM 3R wifq

ekl ST AHT A o fAAT I TE off |
TR T ARSI TR 49 Af¥ersh (e § TR gy,

R g 9TifeT Foreri o aTet it ol Sy e
TSI AR ST |

the United Nations[ M
Mission in South Sudan
(UNMISS) were honored
with the prestigious United Nations Medal

in Juba on 17 August. The awarded
contingent included six women personnel
and seven staff officers recognized for their
dedicated service and contributions to
maintaining regional peace. Established in
2011 following South Sudan's
independence, UNMISS focuses on civilian
protection, facilitating humanitarian
assistance, and supporting the national
peace process. India remains the second-
largest troop contributor to global UN
peacekeeping operations, having deployed
over 200,000 military and police personnel
across 49 missions since 1948. This
recognition underlines India's continued
commitment to international security,

F RO dagdrIEihd Fare | peacekegplng Operatlions, a.nd
T : humanitarian aid efforts in conflict-
1%@: affected zones.
" RN G SO, 30T e H %ol 210 W Key points:

Award Honor: A total of 210 Indian
peacekeepers (including 6 women and 7
staff officers) were awarded the United
Nations Medal in Juba, South Sudan.

Mission Overview: The peacekeepers serve
under UNMISS (United Nations Mission in
South Sudan), which was established in
2011 to protect civilians and support the

peace process.
India's Contribution: India is the second-

largest contributor of uniformed personnel
to UN peacekeeping missions, having
participated in 49 missions globally.
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6.  WRAUHIRITIIEAT 2026 cht HTSATH AT India to Host SEMICON India 2026
v T e 96 17 Radew @ E 11\3;?6 Nilinister Narend;a E
. . I odi will inaugurate the
g, 7 feeed 3% e fifth edition of SEMICON
Zfear 2026 o Tiwrel HERIOT A ; India 2026 atf
S chJ\;\|’ SRt faug ! Yashobhoomi, New Delhi
PV ~e ~ e e on September 17, themed “Silicon to
?IHI(’iOhI"I_C;I{‘I{C‘-HIIQIGS‘IES*IIH{CH?%WIS*‘II Sust Build; the E ¢ » Jointl
) ystems: Building the Ecosystem.” Jointly
R e e (STRTHH), SEHIREN ¥R organized by the India Semiconductor
ST TrENfThT WMo (WEel) qem T gRT He Mission (ISM), MeitY, and SEMI, the three-
w9 AT 98 A9 feawia sy 40 <3 % day event brings together global industry
S ; . Fratarat ; leaders, policymakers, startups, and
ﬁma?r,:ﬁﬁr 3?[’ it researchers across 40 countries.
SMETeRdtell T Tk | @l &1 9RA I T <6l Highlighting India's progress, three out of
I ifehd g M, A 1.0 o ded ihd 12 twelve approved projects under Semicon
W@W@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁmmﬂswm 1.0 have started commercial production,
. alongside the rollout of the Semicon 2.0
%,ﬁTEEI P & T 2.0 |E§|aﬁﬂ$aﬁ?ﬂﬁ initiative. Additionally, design tools have
ﬂaﬁ%lgﬂ%aﬁlﬁaﬁ, 332 Freiforeh W 31X 105 been distributed to 332 academic
g@wﬁm@mﬁﬁmm@w institutes and 105 startups. The
N N . conference aims to strengthen India's
S) ifllilaﬁgara \g\—’ﬂg:l fo '\_-|1:|iU|
HHMH‘EH = | ) i R position in semiconductor design,
S ﬂi ’}'Q{QW%Q"T‘{MW-E[WWE'ﬁlwmaﬁllslgﬁ' manufacturing, and supply chain
W%,m@ﬂllaﬁ?w\q@-f@som{q|w||{%1oo resilience, projecting India's domestic
ST TR e T 92 200 31F TR efor semiconductor market to grow from USD
- 3 ' 100 billion to USD 200 billion.
SAIHIH Key points:
ﬂ'@'ﬁg » Event and Theme: The 5th edition of

» FEET ol v SEE e 2026 1 Sai SEMICON India 2026 is held at

GERIT FRYH, =2 focatl # faferend ¢ fasem:
fafeet T Shifaen? faw o dad STfSTd fohar <

®WIE|
TESToh: Sfea dHisheaeX favM (STEuEun),

SCTeRT o 3R T e fiTehl Tt (Wigel ) qen

A ereh e e A gRT e € & ST |
T T T2Td: THIERI 1.0 & ded 12 TRATSTHIRT &l

Tl & T 7, S 9 3 7 aforfoueh S JE
fean =, o798 TRehR o1 i 2.0 T8 i Tl
HHETR |

Yashobhoomi, New Delhi, under the theme
“Silicon to Systems: Building the

Ecosystem.”
Organizers: Jointly hosted by the India

Semiconductor Mission (ISM), Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology
(MeitY), and global industry association

SEMI.
Progress Milestone: Under Semicon 1.0, 12

projects have been approved, with 3
commencing commercial production,
paving the way for the government's
Semicon 2.0 initiative.
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= T Y 24 fei 9 = @ BT %

FREE TR A STHUA-HISU el I
)

feitr o % e, s Y
TR T GER 17 o7 1 L
frott adten WS diEiiue gr
ST STCHTHE-HSiee e |fed | ot
TreqTet o T8 R foam | 98 fofer g 2od 9
1 STETRTT H gE Ueh forRIy Shfeie Saeh o <RI forar
T A SAfEfHaarstt S @ A g, T
WHR T 2014 F SOCHE &R SOHTHE 5R
STTATSTA et oht SATTeh Sl o 27ey fou | 36eh
S, T T T T 3 Ry B R
FT % AT TEuE AR AT e
STERTRTAT T Weh IR AfHfc 361 T fehert 7T | BTetifen
TEEHHR B = THeT & fohT S &1 T e
7 QT foh SIS S I& B deh [akE S
T 39 &, g | =i eqafelai 5 16t e
1 R Rl T TR i e ot |

qeATog:
" Gl TE: YA S WA i SRl | SRES

hiee o ST -Gisiiue qder 3] st ot
ISMiue gRT ST | STt Jened =l T o

feami

fen o S TS 9 2014 9 SdeEdr @R
STTHTEH gRI SRS Fi st wdieneti st st
o st fe |

GER T T59 o WIeT Fed g § SR
IR} o e < o e s safereprdt safirar
HITCT T STEARIT H Uk fore Wfaf 1 e fahar
TE|

7.
=

Jharkhand govt cancels JSSC-CGL exam
Following a 24-day
student protest in Ranchi,
the Jharkhandfgl

W

government, on Monday di

17 August, cancelled the

JSSC-CGL examination along with all
recruitment exams conducted by the
private testing agency TDPL. The decision
was finalized during a special Cabinet
meeting chaired by Chief Minister Hemant
Soren. To address recruitment
irregularities, the state government
ordered a comprehensive probe into exams
conducted by JPSC and JSSC since 2014.
Additionally, a reform committee headed by
IAS officer Amitabh Kaushal was
constituted to recommend improvements
to the state's examination system. While
protesting students welcomed the
cancellation and suspended their
agitation, student leaders affirmed that
protests would persist until a CBI probe is
initiated. Meanwhile, previously selected
candidates expressed deep concern
regarding their job security.

Key points:

Exam Cancellation: The Jharkhand
Cabinet chaired by CM Hemant Soren
cancelled the JSSC-CGL exam and all
recruitment exams conducted by private

agency TDPL.
Systemic Probe: The state ordered an

investigation into all competitive
examinations conducted by JPSC and

JSSCsince 2014.
Reform Committee: An expert committee

headed by IAS officer Amitabh Kaushal has
been formed to suggest structural reforms
in the state's exam conduct framework.
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8. SUUEE % GEAWH 3 UM ofiua wife ¢ 8.

Uttarakhand CM inaugurates Asian

e R PATZIa 2026 ST = Open Short Track Speed Skating Trophy
. . . 2026 2 r-L : a
= RS & s & {68

gl 17 TR 1 @S * § Sh-
TERIOT WAlq ey i g '

Uttarakhand Chiefl&
Minister Pushkar Singh [* I
Dhami inaugurated the

Asian Open Short Track Speed Skating

feerq femfs smew fie o wftred

- Trophy 2026 at the Himadri Ice Rink,
R Wé% TS T[T Tl 2026 =l SGHICH Maharana Pratap Sports Complex in
foparm | O feadie 5 STaRisdr SRS | 14 Tfveme Dehradun on August 17th. The four-day

9 R 270 ¥ 1 Raerer Wi o @ €, e 130
G TR e A SMfHeT 2 | et STt < et
o TR O oY 3 <IfFagAfeTT i HSteeT e
SeRICH 3R ot & el o foTd Ueh W dfveh
65 o T 1 TGS o o hl T il & | Rt

Tgell W WRRT Ted gU, Seid Seord fohe fh
STIGE 3713 IR H 23 T STRIGHAT L1 i
% foTT T e T R <] o YRl &, foreh et
& gogHl H T o Tl W favafdeed 3k
TArTeTe § Ush Higet el shicrst 9t Tt o s

international event features over 270
players from 14 Asian countries, including
a 130-member Indian contingent. CM
Dhami stated that hosting the
championship for the second consecutive
year reinforces Uttarakhand's stature as a
premier global hub for winter and ice
sports. Highlighting state initiatives, he
noted that Uttarakhand is implementing a
"Sports Legacy Plan" to establish 23 sports
academies across eight cities, along with
setting up the state's first sports university

in Haldwani and a Women's Sports College

TIeH T TH: T & Wel G T8et o qed,
SRS 8 UgE Tl | 23 WA Tl IR
TTEHI H ST Teetl Wt fovaforerd Tfid o
CIPIEE CEIRG kS

wIE in Lohaghat.
. Key points:
g 1%@ ‘ = Event Location and Host: Inaugurated by
= SIS et 3R ASTH: STREE aetlgd feerq CM Pushkar Singh Dhami at the Himadri
femfs emea e (weRrToT YA wed ey ) o Ice Rink (Maharana Pratap Sports
3_@1:@ W%WWWWWI 1Sorilip'lex);n De:ra?un, Uttaral;l;(a)tnc{[.h .
. articipation: Features over athletes
TITIGHT: HSTa <21 9 oh 130 Wi Sfed 14 . . . .
from 14 Asian nations, including 130
TR SR ok 270 | S veeie e | participants from host nation India.

Sports Legacy Plan: Under the state's
sports promotion initiative, Uttarakhand
plans to establish 23 sports academies in 8
major cities and its first sports university in

Haldwani.
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Hre IIeT & Areaw | fagem, gHq iR ate-
guq SHSiaal o whedmoT 3T 3w

wﬁ-ﬁaﬂmﬁwﬁé’rma?ﬁ

(Sludl, THE, TWHUAA) &

3¢ o Tl Hie (SIS o 71T Aeiferdenior o
T IS ) <Al @] R @1 & | i a1 1 200 A
FU o T TGS o |1 2022 H I[® I T e
ST =R S Sfeehi okl Uehighd shadl o Tfcam
T3 ok ToTT o ehIf<iT, STS AR el
ST R AT (TOH-51) o Tod Taee s,
T ETIT Wl o AT & STSifeeh Ferd, 3R
TITEST 3Tar AT (HUHUEE) & ded STer
T | T8y AT ST o AT ehi oh feld Teh
Uit el qIedt o WA 9 @] i T a8
ST 3 TYEHET o Ufdeies Tmisten iR 3o
BIATRROT T Falferd st 8, s R 9Ra §
T, Tomee T, feshTss 21 STR QR o1 ah
EREIR S ke

qeAfeg:
" AT AT SRR ST S/ ST

SIS/ 271 et ot ol &= =1 Y@ ATt foge,
U] 3R TS Sfaat (SuAd, TRt SR
TS ) % fore e feman e |

Tedd TG SR JURN: HEISTR =R SR
SRR FATeTd gRT 9= ot (2021-26) H 200
RIS T oh TR ok 12 2022 H & fehaT T |

IR T TioT: YT Wit wlte shife, dien-sm@
e hels], TSiifrnl Herdl 3R diuauars
AT TR IS AT S |

9.

Government Strengthens Welfare and
Economic Empowerment of DNT, NT and

SNT through SEED Scheme
The Ministry of Social

Justice and Empowerment

is implementing the SEED | ==
(Scheme for Economic
Empowerment of DNTSs) to
uplift De-notified, Nomadic, and Semi-
Nomadic Tribes (DNTs, NTs, SNTs) in
August 2026. Launched in 2022 with a Rs
200 crore budget allocation over five years,
SEED integrates four key components: free
coaching for competitive exams, health
insurance under Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-
JAY), livelihood support via self-help
groups, and housing assistance under
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY).
Implemented through a dedicated online
portal to ensure direct benefit transfers,
the scheme addresses the historical social
and economic marginalization of these
communities, enhancing their access to
education, healthcare, sustainable
income, and secure housing across India.

Key points:

Target Beneficiaries: Designed for De-
notified, Nomadic, and Semi-Nomadic
Tribes (DNTs, NTs, and SNTs) lacking

official SC/ST/OBC status.
Nodal Ministry and Launch: Launched in

2022 by the Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment with a Rs 200 crore outlay

over five years (2021-26).
Four Core Pillars: Provides free competitive

exam coaching, PM-JAY health coverage,
livelihood support, and PMAY housing
assistance.
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10. ERA 3T FWET ¥ &0 Far=R W qHAEar  10.

India and Armenia Sign MoU on Defence

w WRA ST oTEifmm W wer

AT TR T

IgHaH, fam, TEaER SR
YT ScATE H HEANT ol Ferar
T Fe 17 ST b1 3Rl 3 Wb UfereTieh Tweh
A (THSIY) W oEEeR feul o foad
SR ER AT ok ST IR T&TT el 7T AR
g 2R emifer & S=r Je-ieh S W gfed
AR 7 30 THET T BT (T | 2 Fweiar
e SRR ot foIeh! § ST Sgeht HeaMTce [HHioT
3R Teh=i1h! UhIchvl ohi fe2T § Ush TUHIfdeh seetrd
FTUIH € | TG Feel = 2020 T 31 <21 o <= T8l
STTEE! o HeT G bl I 2 3G TR ek
ek g fera B | SR o S e et 9 A
SIS AT W Tl H AR i Teft fHaTeet Jole,
feTeRT Hedl-seT Yehe @i=e, Tafd g TllehieT
©R 3R Tediks @Re Afdad W fawed
(TEITSITH ) S8 S—Td AR hiH S e |

Innovation

India and Armenia signed
a landmark Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) in
Yerevan on 17 August to
bolster cooperation in
defence research, development,

innovation, and joint production. The
agreement was signed by Indian Defence
Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh and
Armenia's Minister of High-Tech Industry
Davit Tadevosyan during an official two-
day visit. The pact marks a strategic
transition from direct arms sales toward
collaborative manufacturing and
technological integration. Expanding ties
have brought the cumulative value of
defence contracts between the two nations
close to USD 2 billion since 2020.
Armenia's military inventory already
includes advanced Indian platforms such
as the Akash surface-to-air missile system,
Pinaka multi-barrel rocket launchers,
Swathi weapon locating radars, and
Advanced Towed Artillery Gun Systems
(ATAGS).

Key points:
=  Strategic Pact: Signed an MoU in Yerevan
focusing on defence research,

‘ﬂ@‘ﬁg

a¥aN A ¢ . ~
IR FHEHA: e | el AJHEH, o,

TR 3R T SeHEA TR higd Teh THeidl F19
WEENER fhu Y|

TS BEITEERAl: AR oh L&l Wieel Totel FoR 6
3R emfEr % S= el SEm W efad
A gRIEEEIR |

e Eie: SR, fomTent SR Tty Sid e
TRAT JONferall o §rer S S < s 38T STae

T 2 3R ST SR T T MU e |
— ko —

development, innovation, and joint
production.

Key Signatories: Signed by India's Defence
Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh and
Armenia's High-Tech Industry Minister
Davit Tadevosyan.

Expanding Procurement: Defence
contracts between both nations have
reached nearly USD 2 billion, featuring key
Indian systems like Akash, Pinaka, and

ATAGS.
— ko —
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Q1. JET 2026 W WRA R ATHEIAT & = 1@ Q1. In August 2026, in which city was the
e e, R, TaTR @i mo IUTET o ﬂllo;J between Indi; ar(;d Alimenia otn
0 . efence research, development,
weifera Mo foher vree o eeamerit fepaman? innovation, and joint production
(a) SR (b) fearforet signed?
5 4 (a) Baku (b) Thilisi
(©) (d) ) (c) Yerevan (d) Tashkent
Q2.  wmwTRTe =T 3R AfRTRaT W@ i SEED | Q2. The SEED scheme of the Ministry of
y
AT AT ET T fhT GHETAT F oTTew Social Justice and Empowerment is
: 2 = primarily aimed at the economic
éaf\arqsl'{aaﬁrré%? empowerment of which communities?
(a) agﬂﬁa mi%rqaagﬂﬁ?r ST (a) Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
T (b) Minority Communities
(b) &1 ) 31;{3:[& ) § (c) Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic
(c) formeh, THq -SH ST Tribes
(d) ErTat ST 3 SIS T g9 (d) Tribal Communities of Border Areas
L > . Q3. Where was the Asian Open Short Track
Q3. HERICILE Wéﬁﬁ e Tehfe A AT 2026 T Speed Skating Trophy 2026 inaugurated
3T 17 3TTEA 2026 ThI hel [hATTAT? on 17 August 2026?
e SiEIne (a) Shimla (b) Srinagar
@ ®) (c) Dehradun (d) Leh
(c) ég{laj (d)<iE Q4. In August 2026, which IAS officer was
Q4.  STTE 2026 W JSSC-CGL Hfga wat urerrart 7 appointed as the chairman of the
: Rrh > i wfef committee recommending reforms in
> & & I & recruitment examinations, includin
. g
FUU RAIAS erferemr Eﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂl’ﬂ? the JSSC-CGL examination?
(2) TS, Tt (b) Fearesa (a) L. Khaingte (b) Vandana Dadel
(c) Avinash Kumar (d) Amitabh Kaushal
(c) AT AT (d) Fferam RIS Q5. What is the central theme of the Sth
Q5. SEMICON India 2026 % 53 HEHIUT T HFT edition of SEMICON India 2026?
e (@) Shaping the Digital Future: From Chips
’ to Devices
(a) FefSteer afor st strepr e foc & fearsarass (b) Silicon to Systems: Building the
by fefererie & fereer e feresr o Por Ecosystem
®) . N (c) Empowering India's 'Techade':
(c) ¥d a'?'dOhS'EﬁHQIt‘h ERICIRSEIESEANEN B Semiconductor Vision
(d) e FeATE = W O faferen T ass (d) Global Supply Chain: From Sand to
- q Silicon
Q6. afemr ;S bl AT g UNMISS Q6. In which year was the United Nations
TATIAT fehe g Y TS oft? Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS)
(2)2008 (b) 2009 established?
(a) 2008 (b) 2009
(c)2010 (d)2011 (c) 2010 (d)2011
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Q7.

Q8.

Q.

Q10.

TEIT WATAT T ST USTTHER ok AT 1,943 HS
TG T & MQ-9B Sea Guardian i) !TFIEﬁ?IT
WA TITE et <hY ferer v o foru feram w2
(a) HRAT SR &

(b) TR I BT

(¢) AR FrEAT

(d) TR qeLeTh oIet

UNCCD COP17 % SR WA &t Uget 'Guide to
Grasslands and Other Open Natural Ecosystems
(ONEs) of India' HETATe hITS?

(a) TS foeett

(b) fme

OEINEE

(d) STATEER

" STURTITAT - UTAT 7 2026' STA-5eTS JTCAT 6k TR
Y R AIEaTe?

Q7.

Qs.

Q9.

The 1,943 crore lease agreement
signed by the Ministry of Defence with
General Atomics for two MQ-9B Sea
Guardian systems was made for which
branch of the Indian Armed Forces?

(a) Indian Air Force

(b) Indian Army

(c) Indian Navy

(d) Indian Coast Guard
Where was India's first 'Guide to
Grasslands and Other Open Natural
Ecosystems (ONEs) of India' launched
during UNCCD COP17?

(a) New Delhi

(b) Riyadh

© Tashkent

(d) Ulaanbaatar

The high-altitude trek 'Aprajita - Parang
La 2026' connects which two regions?

(a) Spiti Valley and Changthang

(b) Kinnaur Valley and Zanskar

(a) A (c) Kangra Valley and Kargil
(b) R EITdl ST SR (d) Kullu Valley and Leh
(c) HTSTETEY ST Q10. Who was awarded the 'Rashtriya Khel
(d) A e Protsahan Puruskar' (National Sports

N Promotion Award) under the National
T T TR 2025 6 & AT Tt STeaed Sports Awards 2025?
RASSIES frar g ferammam? (a) Sports Authority of India, Bengaluru
(a)ﬂT{T'ﬁ?T@F[EITﬁEF{'UT,a’T@'G (b) ’lltla(tia Steel Sports Academy,

Jamshedpur
(b) TRTEITE i\; FTaEH], S X (c) Army Paralympic Node, Pune
(c) HATHT Wﬁ%ﬁ—s’,gﬁ (d) Railway Sports Promotion Board, New
(d) e TR TR ST, 7 et Delhi
JTHATAT (Answer Key)
)
OO OE®E®E® [T ® [ ®[wn©
— k ok ok —
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