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Ngah's double leads Cameroon to
maiden Women's Cup of Nations title

Cameroon secured their

maiden Women's Africa ‘;s
GJup of Nations : :
(WAFCON) title with a [
dominant 3-0 victory
over debutants Malawi in the final on
Sunday 16 August. Marie Ngah starred
with a first-half brace, scoring in the 20th
minute and adding another in first-half
stoppage time, while Naomi Eto scored in
the 30th minute to complete a 3-0 lead
before halftime. Having previously lost
three finals, Cameroon ended their runner-
up streak on their fourth attempt to
become only the fourth distinct country to
win the tournament. Additionally, both
finalists (Cameroon and Malawi), along
with semi-finalists Morocco and Algeria,
earned qualification for the upcoming
Women's World Cup in Brazil.

Key Points:

Historic Maiden Title: Cameroon clinched
their first-ever Women's Africa Cup of
Nations trophy by defeating first-time
finalists Malawi 3-0, overcoming three
previous final defeats to become only the
fourth nation to win the title.

Match Highlights: Marie Ngah scored two
first-half goals alongside a strike from
Naomi Eto to establish a decisive 3-0 lead
before the halftime break, sealing a
dominant victory.
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World Cup Qualification: Both Cameroon and
Malawi, together with semi-finalists Morocco
and Algeria, secured their spots at the
upcoming FIFA Women's World Cup in Brazil.
New York India Day Parade celebrates
'harmony in heritage'

The 44th annual India Day

Parade in New York on 16th
August, recognized as the -"\
world's largest Indian

diaspora event, was held
under the theme "Harmony
in Heritage." Organized by the Federation of
Indian Associations along Madison Avenue, the
event drew approximately 200,000 participants
and spectators waving the Indian Tricolour.
Led by New York Governor Kathy Hochul, the
parade featured 36 floats representing Indian
culture, businesses, and NGOs, alongside chief
guests Pooja Hegde and Adivi Sesh. Organizers
highlighted the parade's special significance in
marking India's 80th and the United States'
250th anniversaries of independence from
British colonial rule, celebrating the diaspora's
ongoing contributions to New York and global
culture.

Key Points:

Organizers and Theme: The 44th annual
parade was organized by the Federation of
Indian Associations along New York's Madison
Avenue under the theme "Harmony in
Heritage," attracting around 200,000
attendees.

Dignitaries and Guests: New York Governor
Kathy Hochul led the celebration alongside
chief guests, Indian film actors Pooja Hegde
and Adivi Sesh, featuring 36 cultural and
commercial floats.

Historical Significance: Event organizers
emphasized the alignment of India's 80th and
the United States' 250th anniversaries of
independence, commemorating both nations'
shared anti-colonial historical heritage.
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» A powerful 7.7-magnitude

Thousands evacuate after Indonesia
quake kills 53, aftershocks hamper rescue

efforts

earthquake struck eastern 12

Indonesia in the late hours of [§i

Sunday 16th August, killing &

at least 53 people and

injuring more than 130 others. The tremor
caused widespread destruction, triggering
landslides, blocking critical roads, and forcing
around 5,000 residents to evacuate,
particularly in the severely impacted Sikka
region of East Nusa Tenggara province. Rescue
operations led by over 3,500 deployed military
and police personnel faced major disruptions
due to nearly 1,000 recorded aftershocks. The
East Nusa Tenggara provincial government
declared a state of emergency to mobilize
resources. Indonesia's vulnerability to such
frequent seismic activity stems from its
geographical location on the seismically active
"Pacific Ring of Fire," where tectonic plates

frequently collide.

Key Points:

Impact and Casualties: A 7.7-magnitude
earthquake hit eastern Indonesia, resulting in
at least 53 deaths, over 130 injuries, and the
evacuation of approximately 5,000 people
across affected areas like the Sikka region.
Rescue Challenges and Emergency Response:
Nearly 1,000 aftershocks and severe landslides
hampered rescue teams attempting to clear
debris, prompting the East Nusa Tenggara
government to declare a state of emergency and
deploy 3,500 security personnel.

Geographical Context: Indonesia regularly
experiences high seismic and volcanic activity
because the archipelagic nation lies directly on

the seismically active "Pacific Ring of Fire."
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BWF Badminton World Championships to
Begin in New Delhi

The BWF Badminton World Championships
commenced on Monday 17th

i,

August at the Indira Gandhi S
Indoor Stadium in New Delhi, [§
featuring top Indian ‘,h
shuttlers in action. In
Women's Singles, former world champion and
ninth seed P. V. Sindhu faces Ireland's Sophia
Noble, while Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand open their Women's Doubles
campaign against Spain's Paula Lopez and
Lucia Rodriguez. In Men's Singles, Indian
debutant Ayush Shetty takes on top seed and
defending champion Shi Yu Qi of China.
Meanwhile, fifth-seeded Men's Doubles pair
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty,
alongside fifteenth-seeded Mixed Doubles duo
Dhruv Kapila and Tanisha Crasto, received
first-round byes to automatically advance
directly to the round of 32.

Key Points:

Host Venue and Singles Action: The BWF
Badminton World Championships kicked off at
New Delhi's Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium,
where former world champion P. V. Sindhu
faced Ireland's Sophia Noble and debutant
Ayush Shetty met World No. 1 Shi Yu Qi.
Doubles Fixtures: In Women's Doubles, Treesa
Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand faced Spain's
Paula Lopez and Lucia Rodriguez, while M. R.
Arjun and Hariharan Amsakarunan took on
Ireland's Scott Guildea and Paul Reynolds in
Men's Doubles.

First-Round Byes: Premier Indian doubles
pairs—Satwiksairaj Rankireddy/Chirag Shetty
(5th seeds, Men's Doubles) and Dhruv
Kapila/Tanisha Crasto (15th seeds, Mixed
Doubles)—advanced automatically to the
Round of 32 after receiving byes.

@ TETIAS TAETT AES RIS © 8182093320




2 N
ey 1uc¥

© LakshyalAS

g CCOdemy I

19-08-2026
DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

5.

s, WA URRT o AT Hig area -

AN I T TRA AT T ag atet fafgamer

S

m.‘

22N o HCT T8 U107 ST

et fafeamR @R fefsed

STt WO ST SgETe foRAT | 8,000 o e H thedt
T4 YRS @l Grest-eh-fs aniet (PPP)
OIS o d8d 4.5 TS TI ohi ANTd H forenfd fopar
T 21 FE Gfaer 14-D e, u fefedt s
TR 31R 3-D S foIueR o 1l Ush &1k a=rsitel
STINT WS HYAl 2| ey foreT SR qehioh-
HafeTd Rie ohl SeTa ¢ o foTl fe e fehe e 39
URER W 14 Hoe) gHTa INfirel €, TS S ferd i
et e (FeshTE=e AIeM Wed), gaT, SRS 31X
DI NI & | 5Tk T2 & 38 MRt o SR
AT §R, Tl ME IR STA ST T forst sy

T SO T HSE |

‘ﬂ@‘ﬁg
= YA 3R ST WRA & Teel 14-D dagsTe

fafgarer 3iR fefiieat Set TRt =1 SgEme wea

T S TEHA HIe ATee 4R % e Hew it
IR H fha |

fefehTe 23TR dote: HaSt-eh-feil WrierR! (PPP)
Hied % d&d 8,000 o Fe # i 3@ ety
faen a1 FHIT 4.5 RIS TT4 1 AR H fohar 27
|

T TIRIdT: 39 STeRNOT 14 Wad weret (S
X T, UH el IR 1) & 9 Th 14-D
o=, Ues 3-D e foruex, Mikeelr & STehR &1 ST
IR R Eefreafefeaunt e € |

virtual zoo and digital jungle |
safari at the Kamala Nehru Prani Sangrahalaya
(Indore Zoo) in Indore. Spanning 8,000 square
feet, the project was developed at a cost of Rs
4.5 crore under a Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) model. The facility offers an immersive
wildlife experience featuring a 14-D cinema, a
digital jungle safari, and a 3-D dome theatre.
Designed to promote environmental education
and tech-driven tourism, the site incorporates
14 sensory effects, including synchronised
motion seats, wind, rain, and fog, alongside key
attractions like a gorilla-shaped entrance gate,
a glow garden, and a Hanuman hologram

mirror bridge.

Key Points:

Location and Inauguration: India's first 14-D
virtual zoo and digital jungle safari was
inaugurated by MP CM Mohan Yadav at the
Kamala Nehru Prani Sangrahalaya in Indore,
Madhya Pradesh.

Development and Budget: Constructed over
8,000 square feet under a Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) model, the state-of-the-art
facility was built at a cost of Rs 4.5 crore.

Key Features: The attraction features a 14-D
cinema with 14 sensory effects (such as water
sprays, motion seats, and wind), a 3-D dome
theatre, a gorilla-shaped entrance, and

interactive digital pathways.
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India-Thailand Maitree Exercise Begins on
August 18

The 15th edition of the
India-Thailand joint military | i
exercise, MAITREE-XV, is .

scheduled from August 18 to

August 31 at Vibhavadi Rangsit Camp in Surat
Thani, Thailand. Each side has deployed a
contingent of 85 personnel, with the Indian
Army primarily represented by troops from the
9 Gorkha Rifles. The two-week bilateral
training exercise focuses on company-level
joint maneuvers in jungle and semi-urban
terrain. Its main objective is to enhance
interoperability and combined capabilities in
executing joint counter-insurgency and
counter-terrorism operations under Chapter
VII of the United Nations Charter. Instituted in
2006, Exercise MAITREE serves as a key
platform for sharing best practices and
strengthening bilateral defence ties between
India and Thailand.

Key Points:

Exercise Schedule and Venue: The 15th edition
of Exercise MAITREE (MAITREE-XV) takes
place from August 18 to 31 at Vibhavadi
Rangsit Camp in Surat Thani, Thailand.

Troop Participation: Both the Indian Army
(represented primarily by 9 Gorkha Rifles) and
the Royal Thai Army have deployed 85
personnel each for company-level joint
training.

Core Objective: The exercise focuses on refining
joint counter-insurgency and counter-
terrorism operations in jungle and semi-urban
environments under Chapter VII of the United

Nations Charter.

@ TETIAS TAETT AES RIS © 8182093320




o
Yemy 1uc*

©; LakshyalAS

g CCOdemy I

19-08-2026
DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

YA S W ITiTT (SHANTI ) 2026

&Wwﬁﬁmﬁwzozeﬁmwﬁw

foreqR o 3R fosit &
TSR b1 SIgTell < o foId Teh
FHAT 3R Tt e dar
TR 311 o Feld ST 3T
wfd (@Mfd - SHANTI) T2,
2026 T TR S foRar| 3 fRm WA o
TR o feT ek T2 2o ot et o SR
(F-Fiee arfafaed ) fagid wenfyasa e, faad
Tt % URaed % IRE o WA effd & fa
RGN S & | SToReR} h TSROT Jeil F et ST
foh TT o T BeTT ST Tk Teh STUREd1 ST
Tt 2T fereirer e ST Tl B | 217G oht; SRep
o1 forii |re et @ < &, 1 1:1.33 o1 geet
qifsi= eifqemt €1 gae sifaite, 3 fam o
ST ol foRaR ohftedl TR, BRgIST ScTe 31X
2T el T A €, 1 B Teh foRIve et 51T
arfrce EHIST sl ie-oie T o e o
LS ERETGEA

qeAfeig:

& T T-Terdr Qe @ TREn] SifReRi
ATRER TXATY] &l oh feTT T foT-TTadt S &
T SR TS, o e geieard S enfier € |
s Tl 3= SR TRty T S8 o ) SiaTash o
S siferd,  srafedE fori geam & <
e R ST W= B |

fereafie ST 3R e SUTT: ey o1 TR
TENTGh! o STAN o TR hitee UreR, THH Bie,
TTE 2o Yedi 3R BEeeH Sded deh id €,
Safe firdt W MU foxtt @t & fore 21fqer
1:1.33 QRET AT AR HAE |

STafEe S FHIRT: STeshad AMRes e
Hrreat <t THeT 2R 3% STEaT A o fod ohg
TR GRT & Uil Hiet H qeheiiehl, ST 7R foxia
forRsT o1 feTTeRt Teh foRiwa Wil =1 T forar
ST |

7.

SHANTI Rules 2026 on Nuclear Liability

The Department of Atomic Energy issued the
draft Sustainable Harnessing 4m
and Advancement of Nuclear : .
Energy (SHANTI) Rules,
2026,

financial framework to

setting a legal and

expand nuclear power and boost private sector
participation in August 2026. The rules
establish a strict "no-fault liability" principle for
nuclear installation operators, making them
liable for nuclear damage, including during the
transport of material. Operators must maintain
an irrevocable insurance policy or financial
security until all spent fuel is removed from
storage pools. If financial instruments are
pledged to the Central Government, a 1:1.33
security margin is mandatory. Additionally, the
rules expand nuclear applications to captive
power, hydrogen generation, and data centers,
while establishing a five-year review of liability

limits by an expert panel.

Key Points:

Strict No-Fault Liability Framework: Nuclear
operators face strict no-fault liability for civil
nuclear damage, including transit accidents,
requiring them to maintain mandatory,
irrevocable financial security or insurance
policies throughout the spent-fuel lifecycle.
Extended Applications and Safeguards: The
draft rules expand nuclear technology use to
captive power, process heat, Al data centers,
and hydrogen production, while enforcing a
mandatory 1:1.33 security margin for pledged
financial instruments.

Periodic Liability Review: An expert committee
comprising technical, legal, and financial
specialists will be constituted every five years
by the Central Government to review and

update maximum civil liability limits.
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20 Blackbucks Rewilded in Gujarat's
Banni Grasslands

Twenty blackbucks (15
females and 5 males) were (R

translocated and rewilded

into Gujarat's Banni
Grasslands in Kutch under an ecological
restoration exercise in August 2026.
Transferred from the Greens Zoological Rescue
and Rehabilitation Centre (Vantara) in
Jamnagar, the release followed mandatory
clearances from the Central Zoo Authority
(CZA) and Gujarat's Chief Wildlife Warden. The
initiative aims to restore Banni's native
herbivore community, comprising blackbuck,
chinkara, nilgai, and wild boar, to rebuild
healthy natural predator-prey dynamics. It
forms part of a broader Union Environment
Ministry-approved plan to translocate 500
blackbucks and 100 chinkaras across Gujarat.
The blackbuck (Antilope cervicapra) is
protected under Schedule I of India's Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972.

Key Points:

Rewilding Drive: Twenty blackbucks (15
females, 5 males) were translocated from
Jamnagar's Vantara facility and released into
the Banni Grasslands in Kutch, Gujarat, to
restore native herbivore populations.

Broader Conservation Plan: The release is part
of a larger approved initiative by the Union
Environment Ministry to translocate 500
blackbucks and 100 chinkaras across Gujarat
to rehabilitate grassland ecosystems.
Protection Status and Legal Standing: The
blackbuck (Antilope cervicapra) enjoys high-
level legal protection under Schedule I of the
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, and serves as
the state animal of Punjab, Haryana, and
Andhra Pradesh.
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FrEfRT § I iR gice @R fefSes Siem
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National Anubhav Awards 2026
The Department of Pension

and Pensioners' Welfare
organized the 9th National
Anubhav Awards Ceremony
and the 60th Pre-Retirement
Counselling Workshop at Vigyan Bhawan, New
Delhi on Monday 17th August. Minister of State
Dr. Jitendra Singh conferred the 2026 awards
on 15 selected retirees from Central

Government ministries, Central Public Sector
Enterprises, and 12 Public Sector Banks.
Chosen from 2,141 published write-ups on the
Anubhav Portal (launched in 2015), the
awardees were recognized for documented
contributions in areas such as Passport Seva
Kendras, rule reforms, administrative tech
adoption, and energy conservation. The event
also featured the release of the "Pension Mitra"
handbook, guidelines for the Digital Life
Certificate Campaign 5, and a pension bank
exhibition.

Key Points:

Ceremony and Nodal Agency: The 9th National
Anubhav Awards Ceremony and 60th Pre-
Retirement Counselling Workshop were
organized at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi, by the
Department of Pension and Pensioners' Welfare
(Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and
Pensions).

Awards and Selection: Minister Dr. Jitendra
Singh conferred the awards on 15 selected
retirees out of 2,141 submissions on the
Anubhav portal for notable contributions in
administrative reforms, technological
adoption, and energy conservation.

Portal Legacy and Initiatives: Launched in
March 2015, the Anubhav portal serves as a
digital archive of governance experiences for
retiring personnel; the event also saw the
launch of the "Pension Mitra" handbook and
Digital Life Certificate Campaign 5 guidelines.
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Three Indians Join Guinness World
Record Skydive in Libya

Three UAE-based Indian
skydivers, Jamsheer )
Thanalot, Abhishek Rawat, I

and Isha Raj, participated in
a Guinness World Record-

setting jump over Benghazi, Libya. The historic
aerial feat involved 65 international skydivers
hailing from 38 nationalities, who exited a
single Ilyushin I1-76TD military aircraft at an
altitude of 13,000 feet. Flying mid-air while
carrying their respective national flags, the
participants successfully unfurled 35 different
flags during freefall without canopy
entanglements. The attempt set a new world
record for the most skydivers jumping
simultaneously with national flags from a
single aircraft. Officially verified by Guinness
World Records on August 14, the
accomplishment highlighted global
camaraderie, technical precision, and athletic
skill.

Key Points:

Record-Breaking Jump: Three UAE-based
Indian skydivers joined 65 participants from 38
nationalities over Benghazi, Libya, to set a
Guinness World Record for the most skydivers
jumping with national flags from a single
aircraft.

Altitude and Logistics: The skydivers jumped
from an altitude of 13,000 feet out of a single
Ilyushin I1-76TD military aircraft, successfully
unfurling 35 national flags mid-air during
freefall.

Indian Participants: The Indian trio comprised
Jamsheer Thanalot (Kerala), Abhishek Rawat
(Uttar Pradesh), and Isha Raj (Bihar), who
unfurled the Indian Tricolour during the
record-breaking dive.
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Q1.

Q2.

Q3.

Q4.

Qs.

Q6.

STTEA 2026 W A9 WRATT Th1geSad 7 13,000
e Y FUTE O U e & |y fiie aeg
TRt T AT W o feRa Ferd feRa?

(a) € S SHITG  (b) fr
(c)<iferm (d)FR
' AV UICA' T WG AT ST HETHew
W%mmﬁﬁw%%@

fra e e R =T o
(2)2012 (b)2015
(c)2018 (d)2021

T T o HETH, STET ST 2026 W 20 el faont
1 U TTh{deh STTaTE H T6Tan e, fofd e o
Rea®?

(a) TSTEAT (b) i

(c) TET T (d) TSR

TRATU] FAT ForemT gRr ST SHANTI 33w, 2026
FHTYUTETFTE?

(a) TRHTI] ST T [ohTSH STANT ST forshrer

(b) TTATY] TeFiTeh T AT T H I et 3T
T T HH AT

(c) T 2T STTegareR o Seie 3T forhre o faTg
EUI

(d) TRHT] et 1o bl ST H feehTas et S aEadi &
EEIC

WHA-XV' TR AR Fohe 97 o ster srAtaa g

et fguefiar ag® & srvara 22

(a) Hetent (b) FATRT

ORIESE CIEEIS

17 ST 2026 St WA HT UEEAT 14-D T
R Fefrear s awr fera s o Erer a2

(a) STITE

(b) et

(c) Tt

(d)$eR

Q1.

Q2.

Q3.

Q4.

Q5.

Q6.

In August 2026, in which country did
three Indian skydivers perform a
Guinness World Record-setting
formation jump from an altitude of
13,000 feet while carrying national
flags?

(a) United Arab Emirates

(b) Egypt

(c) Libya

(d) Qatar

In which year was the 'Anubhav Portal'
launched by the Government of India to
document the institutional experiences
of retiring employees?

(a)2012 (b) 2015

(c) 2018 (d) 2021

The Banni Grasslands, where 20
blackbucks were relocated and rewilded
in August 2026, are located in which
state?

(a) Rajasthan (b) Haryana

(c) Madhya Pradesh (d) Gujarat

What is the full form of the SHANTI
Rules, 2026, issued by the Department
of Atomic Energy?

(a) Sustainable Harnessing and
Advancement of Nuclear Technology and
Infrastructure

(b) Strategic Safety and Hazards Reduction
in Nuclear Technology Implementation

(c) System for Handling and Advancement
of Nuclear Thermal Infrastructure

(d) Sustainable Safety and Hazard
Avoidance in Nuclear Technology Adoption

'Maitri-XV' is a bilateral joint military
exercise conducted between India and
which country?

(a) Sri Lanka (b) Bangladesh

(c) Thailand (d) Nepal

On 17 August 2026, India's first 14-D
Virtual Zoo and Digital Jungle Safari was
opened in which city?

(a) Bhopal (b) Jhansi

(c) Gwalior (d) Indore
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Q7.

QS.

Q9.

Q10.

3T 2026 ¥ BWF fag Sefifes dfuemfia &
ST A H T €T U hT AT 82

(a) SheTrTrieh Ser iy, 7% foweht

(b) STATEETS He% T feam, 7% faeett

(c) T SER R feaH, BateTe

(d) TR ST uee SeR &feam, 4ars
TS § TR-AR 3T AT T S STt
oIt ot T wRuT T R?

(a) FTTEH-TenTer! st siee H Rerd g

(b) TET-ITA ek haeh & 1 FEqq &1

(c) Tt T AT BT S a1 feera gen

(d) e frae Seft T @ R g

T ¥ WEwE oiw IfER veifaueE g
T 443t afies gfeaT 3 W @1 hd fowa
FTT?

(a) oA T HsTS
(c) fargusmuiEm?
16 3TTERT 2026 % WA H HAT T SR LB [SRE 29T
T STUAT UEAT AIEEAT STTAYERT Y ST 978 Raara
Sar?

(b) farfererar orushan

(d) ST TS AT

Q7.

Qs.

Q9.

Q10.

In August 2026, where in India is the
BWF World Badminton Championships
being hosted?

(@) Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium, New
Delhi

(b) Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, New Delhi
(c) Gachibowli Indoor Stadium, Hyderabad
(d) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Indoor
Stadium, Mumbai

What is the major reason for the
frequent earthquakes and volcanic
eruptions in Indonesia?

(@) It is located in the Alpine-Himalayan
seismic belt

(b) It is located in the Mid-Atlantic Ridge
region

(c) It is located along the Pacific 'Ring of
Fire'

(d) It is located directly on the Great Rift
Valley fault line

What was the central theme of the 44th
Annual India Day Parade organized by
the Federation of Indian Associations in
New York?

(a) Harmonyin Heritage

(b) Unity in Diversity

(c) The World Is One Family

(d) Amrit Kaal: A Shared Future

Which country won its first Women's
Africa Cup of Nations title by defeating
Malawi in the final on 16 August 2026?
(a) Nigeria

() ATESATET (b) afaor arshient (b) South Africa
(c) Equatorial Guinea
(c)%‘q'aamﬁltﬁ (d)aﬂT@[ (d) Cameroon
JTRHATAT (Answer Key)
(T 02®[30[1@[5[s®[7® [8(c)[92 ([0
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