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1.

Bill altering name of state of Kerala to
Keralam gets nod from Parliament

The Parliament of India
has officially passed the
Kerala (Alteration of
Name) Bill, 2026, paving
the way to rename the S
state of "Kerala" to "Keralam" on 12th
August. The Lok Sabha passed the
legislation first, followed by the Rajya
Sabha's approval. The bill seeks to amend
the First Schedule of the Constitution to
reflect the state's name in its native
language, Malayalam. Minister of State for
Home Affairs Nityanand Rai highlighted
that this legislation honors a 2024
resolution passed by the Kerala Legislative
Assembly, which requested the central
government to align the Constitutional
spelling with the native Malayalam
pronunciation. The proposal received
approval from the Union Cabinet earlier in
February 2026.

Key Points:

Constitutional Amendment: The bill
amends the First Schedule of the
Constitution of India to change the state's

name from "Kerala" to "Keralam".
Legislative Timeline: The Kerala Legislative

Assembly originally passed a resolution for
the name change in 2024, which received
Union Cabinet approval in February 2026
before being passed by both houses of

Parliament.
Linguistic Alignment: The name alteration

seeks to align the official name of the state
in the Constitution with its native
pronunciation and usage in Malayalam.
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2.

BRICS nations need stronger frameworks
to mobilise private capital at scale

Speaking at a seminar
organized alongside the
BRICS Finance Ministers and
Central Bank Governors
(FMCBG) meeting in Jaipur
on 12th August, Union Finance Minister

Nirmala Sitharaman urged BRICS economies
to establish stable, predictable policy
frameworks to mobilize large-scale private
capital. She emphasized that while public
investment serves as a crucial catalyst,
Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs), such
as the New Development Bank (NDB), play a
pivotal role in de-risking infrastructure
projects and enhancing investor confidence.
Highlighting India's strategies like Viability
Gap Funding (VGF), Hybrid Annuity Models
(HAM), Infrastructure Investment Trusts
(InvITs), and PM Gati Shakti, the Finance
Minister highlighted how public capital
expenditure drives sustainable economic
growth and long-term private sector
participation across developing nations.

Key Points:

Venue and Focus: The seminar on mobilising
private capital was held on the sidelines of the
BRICS Finance Ministers and Central Bank
Governors (FMCBG) meeting in Jaipur, with
New Development Bank (NDB) President Dilma

Rousseffin attendance.
Role of MDBs: Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman underscored that Multilateral
Development Banks must de-risk
infrastructure investments and improve

project bankability to draw in private capital.
India's Model: Public investment was

highlighted as a catalyst rather than a
replacement for private capital, leveraging tools
like Viability Gap Funding (VGF),
Infrastructure Investment Trusts (InvITs), and
PM Gati Shakti.
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Next-Generation Offshore Patrol Vessel
'Shruti' .
On August 11, 2026, thel:
Indian Navy launched[f. %32
‘Shruti' (Yard 3037), its first [
Next-Generation Offshore
Patrol Vessel (NGOPV), built by Garden Reach
Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE) in Kolkata.
The NGOPYV project is being executed jointly by
GRSE, Kolkata, and Goa Shipyard Limited

(GSL), Goa, under the government's
Aatmanirbhar Bharat initiative to enhance
indigenous warship-building capabilities.
Named after India's ancient Vedic heritage, the
vessel features a crest displaying the Ursa
Major constellation alongside a red-and-white
lighthouse. Designed for multi-domain
missions, 'Shruti' will perform EEZ
surveillance, maritime security, search and
rescue, anti-piracy operations, and
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief
(HADR) to safeguard India's critical offshore

assets and maritime interests.

Key Points:

Manufacturer and Location: 'Shruti'
launched at Garden Reach Shipbuilders and

was

Engineers (GRSE) in Kolkata as part of a joint
NGOPV programme with Goa Shipyard Limited
(GSL).

Indigenous Capabilities: The vessel aligns with
Aatmanirbhar Bharat and Make in India
objectives, bolstering domestic warship design

and construction.
Operational Scope: Designed for multi-domain

maritime security, including search and
rescue, EEZ surveillance, anti-piracy
operations, and Humanitarian Assistance and

Disaster Relief (HADR).
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Autobiography of Former President Ram
Nath Kovind Released

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday 12

August released the

autobiography of former
Indian President Ram Nath Kovind, titled
"Triumph of the Indian Republic: My Life, My
Struggles", at Vigyan Bhavan in New Delhi.
Describing the book as a significant
contribution to Indian democracy, PM Modi
noted that while the struggles belonged
personally to Kovind, the resulting triumph
belonged to the Republic of India. The Prime
Minister highlighted Kovind's inspiring
trajectory, from overcoming childhood
hardships in Kanpur Dehat to serving as
Parliamentarian, Governor, and ultimately
India's 14th President. PM Modi praised
Kovind's alignment with the social equality
visions of leaders like Ambedkar and Gandhi,
as well as his ongoing national contributions,
including leading the High-Level Committee on

'One Nation, One Election'.

Key Points:

Autobiography Release: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi officially launched former
President Ram Nath Kovind's autobiography,
"Triumph of the Indian Republic: My Life, My

Struggles", in New Delhi.
Inspirational Journey: The book chronicles

Kovind's rise from modest origins in Kanpur
Dehat (Uttar Pradesh) to holding top

constitutional and legislative offices.

National Roles: Beyond his presidential tenure,
Kovind's leadership of the 'One Nation, One
Election' committee was lauded for
contributing to India's ongoing democratic

reform agenda.
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5.

Sports Ministry Suspends Table Tennis

Federation of India Recognition
On August 12, 2026, the
Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports suspended the

recognition of the Table
Tennis Federation of India (TTFI) over severe
governance deficiencies. The administrative
action was taken after the TTFI failed to hold its
organizational elections within the mandated
timeframe and provided an unsatisfactory
response to a government show-cause notice.
To ensure the sport's continued functioning
and protect athletes' interests, the Ministry
directed the Indian Olympic Association (IOA)
to establish an ad-hoc committee to oversee
table tennis operations in India. Furthermore,
the IOA will consult the International Table
Tennis Federation (ITTF) to implement an
interim regulatory mechanism until the TTFI
restores a compliant governance structure
aligned with the National Sports Development
Code ofIndia, 2011.

Key Points:

Reason for Suspension: The TTFI lost its official
recognition due to governance failures,
specifically its inability to conduct timely
organizational elections and a poor response to

a show-cause notice.
Interim Administration: The Indian Olympic

Association (IOA) has been tasked with forming
an ad-hoc committee to manage the day-to-day

affairs of table tennis in the country.
Global Coordination: The IOA will work with the

International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF) to
ensure international regulatory compliance
until a permanent, Code-compliant federation

is restored.
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6.

Three new cascade frog species discovered

in northeast India
A team led by Delhifs
University's Prof. S. D. Biju

discovered three new cascade

frog species across Northeast
India and West Bengal, published in the
Bulletin of the Museum of Comparative Zoology
on 12 August. These stream-dwelling
amphibians belong to the genus Amolops,
adapted to fast-flowing hill torrents in the
Eastern Himalayas. The new species include
Amolops ammachi (found in Tripura's Jampui
Hills), Amolops sendenyu (recorded in
Nagaland), and Amolops bella (discovered in
West Bengal with distinct green and reddish-
brown patterns). Utilizing DNA analysis and
morphological studies across 300 populations,
the research also documented five additional
Amolops species in India for the first time,

expanding the known biodiversity of the region.

Key Points:

Discovery and Genus: Three new cascade frog
species belonging to the genus
Amolops—adapted to fast-flowing hill
streams—were discovered across Tripura,

Nagaland, and West Bengal.

Species Names and Locations: The newly
identified species are Amolops ammachi
(Tripura), Amolops sendenyu (Nagaland), and

Amolops bella (West Bengal).
Research Leadership: The study was led by DU

professor S. D. Biju (known as the "Frogman of
India") and also recorded five other Amolops

species in India for the first time.
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7.

'One Herb, One Standard' initiative gets
three-year extension

The Ministry of Ayush and
the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare (MoHFW)

have extended their

partnership under the "One Herb, One
Standard" initiative for three years on
Wednesday 12 August. The Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was renewed between the
Pharmacopoeia Commission for Indian
Medicine and Homoeopathy (PCIM and H) and
the Indian Pharmacopoeia Commission (IPC).
Building on the 50 monographs developed
during its first phase since 2022, this initiative
seeks to establish uniform, scientifically
reliable standards for medicinal plants used
across traditional systems like Ayurveda,
Siddha,

Homoeopathy. By aligning Indian botanical

Sowa-Rigpa, Unani, and
standards with global quality benchmarks, the
framework aims to reduce ambiguity, improve
quality assurance, boost exports, and facilitate

ease of doing business.

Key Points:

MoU Renewal: PCIMandH and IPC renewed
their MoU for three years to establish unified
scientific standards for medicinal plants under

the "One Herb, One Standard" initiative.
Scope Across Systems: The framework creates

a single, harmonized standard for individual
herbs used across Ayurveda, Siddha, Sowa-

Rigpa, Unani, and Homoeopathy.
Global Quality Alignment: Building on 50 initial

monographs, the initiative aligns domestic
quality benchmarks with global standards to
boost the international credibility and export

potential of Indian traditional medicines.
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8.

50,000 saplings planted across 31 states

on Hariyali Amavasya

On the occasion of Hariyali

Amavasya, on 12 August, a

feaTey

nationwide green initiative i;-. 3
led by Union Agriculture,

Farmers' Welfare, and Rural Development
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan saw over
50,000 saplings planted across 31 states.
Organized in collaboration with the Vriksh
Mitra Parivar, the campaign complemented
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 'Ek Ped Maa Ke
Naam' campaign. The central event took place
at the PBG Ground near Talkatora Stadium in
New Delhi, alongside localized drives in
villages, panchayats, and towns across India.
Minister Chouhan highlighted that Hariyali
Amavasya reflects India's traditional gratitude
toward nature, urging citizens to treat sapling
survival and long-term nurturing as an

essential investment in future generations.

Key Points:

Nationwide Scale: Over 50,000 saplings were
planted across 31 states in a single day,
organized jointly by Union Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan and the Vriksh Mitra Parivar.

Occasion and Synergy: The drive was
celebrated on Hariyali Amavasya to reinforce
traditional nature conservation while drawing
momentum from PM Modi's 'Ek Ped Maa Ke

Naam' campaign.

Focus on Nurturing: Emphasized long-term
survival, encouraging citizens to celebrate
major life milestones as 'Vriksh Parv' through

tree planting and post-plantation care.
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FaTal

from India for the first time in
history to address domestic fuel shortages
caused by drone strikes on its oil refineries. The
initial shipment involved 42,000 tonnes of
gasoline loaded from the Vadinar refinery in
Gujarat, operated by Rosneft-backed Nayara
Energy Ltd. and routed to Russia via the
Egyptian port of Damietta. The supply crunch
led Russian crude processing rates to drop
nearly one-third below seasonal levels,
prompting Moscow to enforce a ban on
domestic fuel exports and rely on imports from
countries like India and Belarus. This trade
highlights evolving global energy dynamics,
supported by India's expanding role as a major

processor of crude oil.

ﬂ@qﬁg Key Points:
n  UfreTioeh Teel I § A 319 Ao IMERTIR] W 5T Aterd

* Historic First: Russia imported gasoline from

T % UNOITHERET 3eq= =Ye] il &1 T i % g
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India for the first time in history to offset
domestic shortages resulting from targeted

attacks on Russian oil refineries.

Refinery and Logistics: The initial 42,000-tonne
shipment originated from the Vadinar refinery
in Gujarat (operated by Nayara Energy) and

was transshipped through Damietta Port,

Egypt.
Domestic Crisis: Reduced refining

output—falling nearly one-third below
seasonal averages—forced Russia to halt its
own fuel exports and turn to partner nations to

fulfill domestic demand.
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TFAH geeTdie A ATl Ud sTdleait ob g SHISIN

ST o S et H Tk AT fors
Te A g TG A o Y O AHEar S W
FEATER feh| 2027 H =I1e] &M o fef ffsa, ore gferem
TSI o A STTEeT TR forehr e # wmife et i
TEY TN 200 I FRIA ATeh (T 9&T 2 6l SFHIE 81 78
fferst afeftm, Sor wrw i fefsreet qerisnt @ &
HEq FM I7q THAE b T TR ST
Tehighd ek, T T oAed ATaeh Sfia o ohs % ®T H
SEETE AT Tt oh1 HTed Ud g, TN el @ISt H fsiT AT
2l

weafas:
" T SR SFTECEAT T HRA & THE Siie o5 37

IS FTES, SIUETE o S AT H STOHT 74T
[EEIEREEEICILE S RRERRGI K

ST {5 &1 T gore fewhart st st afefim,
2T WIEE qUT ST WeTEITSH U ik |
[EELERIIRREUI

AR STTEYT T forehme ThIRT: 2027 H g s 3R,
TE HE T 200 ITa-FRA AHIAT JaT HOT AR
ST SATTITATHAT o i o HISIaT o 41k {eareh oh |1
e Tehiswa gl
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10.

Amgen to Open Science and Innovation

Centre in Hyderabad

Amgen signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU), on
August 12, with the Government of Telangana
to set up a new Science and Innovation Centre
at Genome Valley in Hyderabad. Planned to
become operational in 2027, the facility will join
Amgen's global Research and Development
network and is expected to create around 200
highly skilled jobs. The centre will focus on
discovery chemistry, drug metabolism and
pharmacokinetics (DMPK), precision medicine,
data science, and digital technologies. By
integrating wet-laboratory research with
advanced technology, Amgen aims to
accelerate drug discovery, strengthening
Hyderabad's position as a global life sciences
hub.

Key Points:

Location and Infrastructure: Amgen is
establishing its new Science and Innovation
Centre in Genome Valley, Hyderabad, India's
prominent life sciences and biotechnology

cluster.
Focus Areas: The facility will specialize in

discovery chemistry, precision medicine, data
science, and drug metabolism and

pharmacokinetics (DMPK).
Global RandD Integration: Expected to open in

2027, the center will create about 200 high-
skilled jobs and integrate directly with Amgen's
existing global network of research

laboratories.

— Kk k ok —
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DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

Q4.

Q5.

Sftren ATt ShUT TR ¥ QeI H 2T
o et e ohy Tt @ o fore foRe v
H MoU W gwaTer forar?

(a) AT (b) TSR

(c) STt (CNEERE

AW TS fAtHee FRT @1t AEAR SHEe
TorTe{l, STt & SR 2026 W Ugelt AR &9 i
Ugier ht Tt <At e, fope e A fRera &2

(a) THAT (b) ey

(c) A ETEHT (d) TTSThIE

TR U AT o ATH' STHET T @ 3699 FTR?
(a) STE ST AT-eh! T foredT
(ONEEEAERIKEICHCIEE)

(c) TTERT &7 STR &RV b SGTaT T

(d) TR & H HTe R e T

"I &, I T SS UEET hl ST ST h 7T feha &t
TEYTAT T MoU T e = ehuT fehaT?

(a) FSSAI 3R CDSCO (b) ICMR 3R CSIR

(¢)PCIM&H 3RIPC (d) NMPB 3fXCCRAS

FTTET 2026 ¥ IW-US WRA R qfHw smrer
WA TS Shiehg Wageh shl TS UATAaT fohd SI9T &
LEIDC K
(a)Rana (b) Amolops

(c) Fejervarya (d) Nyctibatrachus

Q1.

Q2.

Q3.

Q4.

Q5.

In which city did the global
biotechnology company Amgen sign
an MoU with the Telangana
government to establish a new
Science and Innovation Center?

(a) Warangal (b) Hyderabad

(c) Amaravati (d) Secunderabad
The Vadinar Oil Refinery operated by
Nayara Energy Limited, from where
petrol was supplied to Russia for the
first time in August 2026, is located in
which district?

(a) Jamnagar

(b) Kutch

(c) Devbhumi Dwarka

(d) Rajkot

What is the primary objective of the
'Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam' campaign?

(a) Expansion of urban commercial
forestry

(b) Promotion of timber exports

(c) Promotion of environmental
conservation and tree plantation

(d) Restoration of mangroves in coastal
areas

Which two institutions renewed the
MoU to advance the 'One Herb, One
Standard' initiative?

(a) FSSAl and CDSCO

(b) ICMR and CSIR

(c) PCIM&H and IPC

(d) NMPB and CCRAS

The new species of cascade frogs
discovered in Northeast India and
West Bengal in August 2026 belong to
which genus?
(a) Rana

(c) Fejervarya

(b) Amolops
(d) Nyctibatrachus
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Q6. A A\ WS ATE AT (TTFI) ht A=aar| Q6. Following the suspension of
Freifera 2 & a1 O & gt & fou age atata recognition of the Table Tennis
T S e e T Federation of India (TTFI), which
(@ orgafuzatlon was dlrec.ted to
constitute an ad hoc committee to
(b) sTecfer fehe igrer e oversee the sport in India?
(¢) AT oo e were (a) Sports Authority of India
(o st i (b) Board of' Control for Cricl.<et in Indiail
(c) International Table Tennis Federation
Q7. T 1Y WHITg § WRA o Wegdfd o &Y § HIA-AT (d) Indian Olympic Association
HTRTT U R a2 Q7. Which tenure did Ram Nath Kovind
. serve as the President of India?
(2) 123T15gfd, 2007-2012 () 12th President, 2007-2012
(b) 133Trsgufer, 2012-2017 (b) 13th President, 2012-2017
(c) 143 Trsgufd, 2017-2022 (c) 14th Presi'dent, 2017-2022
(d) 15th President, 2022—-Present
(d) 159 Trgafer, 2022-=dwT Q8. Where is the headquarters of Garden
Q8. TEA = Dufacsd vz FREE (GRSE) =t Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers
o (GRSE) located?
ﬂWWﬁW%‘? (a) Mumbai (b) Kochi
(a)‘fl;a'sc OE (c) Kolkata (d) Visakhapatnam
() FITHIAT (d) FrsraTT Q9. Where was the BRICS Finance
N . ) Ministers and Central Bank Governors
Q9. 12 37T 2026 i BRICS foret warart o shsttr &1 Meeting held on 12 August 2026?
T <hl S5 ek fehd vTeT | STfa 1 rg? (a) Jaipur (b) Chandigarh
(a) SR (b) e (c) Hyderabad (d) Bengaluru
> Q10. In which Schedule of the Constitution
(c) &S (d)a“ﬁ? of India is a change in the name of a
Q10. ST & ATH | UNTA i WA G 6l fohe state reflected?
. (a) Seventh Schedule
2 HEAETSAS? (b) First Schedule
(a) Tl STTET (b) TRt 3TTert (c) Third Schedule
(c) et srpeEh (d) 3r3eff e (d) Eighth Schedule

JTYHATAT (Answer Key)

(1 B [200)[3©)[a4l©)[5B)[6M[7()[8(c)[9(a[10 ()
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