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Lok Sabha passes NCDC Amendment
Bill, Kerala Name Change Bill amid

Opposition protests

The Lok Sabha on
Tuesday 11 August g
passed the National Co-

operative Development [

Corporation

(Amendment) Bill, 2026, and the Kerala
(Alteration of Name) Bill, 2026, by voice
vote amid Opposition protests. Introduced
on behalf of Union Minister Amit Shah, the
NCDC Bill amends the NCDC Act, 1962, to
make co-operative society funding faster
and more flexible while expanding NCDC's
financing role. Meanwhile, the Kerala
(Alteration of Name) Bill changes the state's
official name from 'Kerala' to 'Keralam'.
This follows a unanimous resolution
passed by the Kerala Legislative Assembly
in June 2024 requesting the change under
Article 3 of the Constitution. Both bills
passed without discussion due to

continuous opposition sloganeering.

NCDC Amendment Bill, 2026: Amends the
NCDC Act, 1962, to accelerate funding and
broaden the financing scope for co-

operative societies across India.
Kerala Name Change: The Kerala

(Alteration of Name) Bill, 2026, renames
the state of 'Kerala' to 'Keralam' in the First
Schedule of the Constitution.
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AT = ATSSTET o ATTE | AR

T2 3 A
AT 3 weer i 17 vee wrfiret (R '

Teh AT Y[EAT 3h| WA gt \ 7 €

T, BiTed 3R T Tertadt st auft we safha wufer d
TSI T STHE Ld 8T 4 W01, 4 T57d 3L 9 hied &
3o T fofw ST rawte et et , FrRare siTer = et st
Tt Tt B Tvt vgeh Sfiar, sfefes Sirad ST 4 afgerstt
I B Tt H L0l Yk G heslT SHIAT| 3Heh AT,
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TegHed  acTeiaTTST g
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T T 3R Tuld: 3fet-23 Unehed doianaTsi
SfterafaTa TS o e § st S @ e, e
T, BT ST AforN § yfenfirard smftrer 8
Tl vee fosiar: =m SAfTa @l yee Ffiee s (e
TaR), ST SATRTCT (Hfeet Biger), It AR (diee )
ISR (AT 8em) T

Constitutional Basis: The name change was
initiated under Article 3 of the Indian
Constitution following a unanimous resolution
passed by the Kerala Legislative Assembly in
June 2024.

India wins 17 medals, including 4 gold, on
opening day of U-23 Commonwealth

Fencing Championship

Nigeria, securing 17 medals

on the opening day. The Indian contingent
bagged 4 gold, 4 silver, and 9 bronze medals,
claiming podium finishes across all six
individual events in the Sabre, Foil, and Epee
disciplines. Among the top performers, Nikhil
Wagh won gold in men's Sabre, while Joys
Ashita claimed gold in women's Foil.
Additionally, Prachi Lohan clinched gold in
women's Epee, and Jeferlin took home the gold
in women's Sabre. India's strong initial
campaign sets a dominant tone for the
remainder of the championship as athletes aim

to add more accolades.

Key Points:

Dominant Medal Tally: India secured a total of
17 medals (4 gold, 4 silver, 9 bronze) on the
opening day of the tournament, reaching the

podium in all six individual events.
Host Venue and Disciplines: The U-23

Commonwealth Fencing Championship is
being held in Lagos, Nigeria, featuring
competition across the Sabre, Foil, and Epee

categories.
Gold Medalists: The four individual gold medals

were clinched by Nikhil Wagh (men's Sabre),
Joys Ashita (women's Foil), Prachi Lohan

(women's Epee), and Jeferlin (women's Sabre).
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anforfsureh STafier &= o faaR T SR TR

3.

Skyroot Signs Multi-Launch Deal After
Vikram-1 Success

Hyderabad-based private (8
space firm Skyroot Aerospace
signed a Multi-Launch
Agreement (MLA) with

spacetech startup HEX20 on 10 August to
execute three satellite launch missions starting
Q4 2027. This contract follows the maiden
orbital flight of Vikram-1, India's first privately
developed orbital-class launch vehicle,
launched from Sriharikota's Satish Dhawan
Space Centre. Vikram-1 successfully deployed
payloads, including the SCOPE and Grahaa
satellites, into Low Earth Orbit. The agreement
covers Earth-observation and payload
demonstration missions using Skyroot's
Vikram series rockets. This partnership
underscores India's expanding private
commercial space ecosystem enabled by space
sector reforms, with Skyroot planning
additional Vikram-1 test flights in 2026 and
targeting a long-term production capacity of 12

launches annually.

Key Points:

Multi-Launch Partnership: Skyroot Aerospace
signed an MLA with spacetech startup HEX20
for three dedicated commercial missions using

Vikram-series rockets beginning in Q4 2027.
Milestone Vikram-1 Mission: The agreement

follows Vikram-1's successful maiden orbital
flight from Sriharikota, which deployed
customer satellites like SCOPE and Grahaa

into Low Earth Orbit.
Commercial Growth and Scale: Skyroot aims

for a long-term operational target of 12
launches per year, highlighting the expansion

of India's private commercial space sector.
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4.

TBM 'Divya' begins tunnelling from
Victoria in Joka-Esplanade Metro corridor
Tunnel Boring Machine
(TBM) 'Divya’ commenced §

tunnelling from Kolkata

Metro's Victoria station as
part of the Joka-Esplanade corridor (Purple
Line) from Tuesday 11th August. Designed to
connect southwestern Kolkata with central
areas, the project utilizes two Chennai-
manufactured TBMs, 'Durga’ and 'Divya’, to
construct a 2.65-km twin-tube tunnel between
Kidderpore and Park Street. Operating nearly
17 meters underground, these 95-meter-long,
600-ton machines can excavate up to 80 mm
per minute. 'Durga’ is tunnelling towards Park
Street with completion targeted for December
2026, while 'Divya’ handles the Joka-bound
line, with its breakthrough expected by March
2027. Both next-generation TBMs incorporate

advanced safety features suited to local

geology.

Key Points:

Corridor and Infrastructure: TBM 'Divya’
initiated underground excavation at Victoria
Memorial station along Kolkata Metro's Joka-

Esplanade Purple Line corridor.

TBM Specifications: Manufactured in Chennai,
the twin TBMs (‘Durga’ and 'Divya’) are 95
meters long, weigh 600 tonnes each, and

operate 17 meters underground.

Project Timeline: Excavation by TBM 'Durga’
towards Park Street is scheduled for
completion by December 2026, while TBM
'Divya'is set for breakthrough in March 2027.
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NASA Invites ISRO for Moon Base

Programme
NASA has formally invited

the Indian Space Research

Organisation (ISRO) to join
its Moon Base programme i
under the Artemis Accords framework. This
invitation was discussed during the 9th India-
U.S. Civil Space Joint Working Group (CSIJWG)
meeting held in Bengaluru on August 5-6,
2026. The collaboration builds on India signing
the Artemis Accords in June 2023, expanding
bilateral ties in lunar exploration and open
scientific data sharing. The Moon Base
initiative is an integral part of NASA's Artemis
architecture aimed at establishing a sustained
human presence on the Moon. This
partnership strengthens civil space
cooperation, following prior successes like the
NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar (NISAR)

Earth-observation mission.

e fae:
~ > Key Points:

" ST SATHAU: T STcqE H SRS 9ol AT * Formal Invitation: NASA invited ISRO to join its

3idieer T HE UE (HITHsiSsesil) i siah o S
FEL T SATEIE T o qed 310 STl 4 o S o
AT I o foTg A fare feram|

AT FFET: 78 FEANT 21 S, 2023 T STHREH & Aqa
Tet R-ATRRT ST U T SEATEERAT o1 9 8
IO 2, ST UWERll SN HednmeHs =% Ud el Aare
HANT I SETEATIAT 2|

foreaicd Siaier dreerl: I8 e R qet-3Ta T R
3T THRI ST HISTET Hh ST oh | -8TeT d-STH R
AT Stafier deiei s Serd 2|

permanent Moon Base programme under the
Artemis Accords architecture during the 9th
Civil Space Joint Working Group (CSJWG)

meeting in Bengaluru.

Artemis Framework: The collaboration stems
from India becoming a signatory to the US-led
non-binding Artemis Accords on June 21,
2023, which promotes transparent,

cooperative lunar and deep-space exploration.

Expanded Space Partnership: The initiative
enhances India-U.S. civil space ties alongside
existing joint ventures such as the NISAR dual-

frequency radar satellite mission.
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Bashar al-Assad Sentenced to Death in

Syria

A criminal court in

Damascus sentenced ousted |
Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad to death in absentia on
11th August for war crimes and crimes against
humanity committed during Syria's 14-year
civil war. Handed down by Syria's transitional
authorities, the verdict also gave the death
penalty to his brother Maher al-Assad in
absentia and his cousin Atef Najib, the former
political security chief of Daraa province, who
was tried in person. The charges stem from
severe state-directed atrocities, torture, and
mass Killings following the 2011 uprising
crackdown. Assad was ousted in December
2024 after opposition forces captured
Damascus, ending over five decades of Assad
family rule, and currently resides in Russia,

where he was granted political asylum.

Key Points:

Judicial Verdict: A Damascus criminal court
sentenced ousted Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad and his brother Maher al-Assad to death
in absentia for war crimes and crimes against

humanity.

Co-Accused Sentenced: Assad's cousin Atef
Najib, former political security chief in Daraa
responsible for the brutal 2011 crackdown on

protesters, was sentenced to death in person.
Historic Ruling: This marks the first death

sentence delivered against Assad by Syria's
new transitional government since his regime
collapsed in December 2024 after five decades

of rule.
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DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

7.  CICHCHE FAATy 3ie Sdftsmfanddt A oftsnd 7. MSME Ministry, DPIIT sign MoU to boost

Y . 3 = 3 GI products' market access

Ll § : & = The Ministry of Micro, Small

STYeIUe g&diere fat and Medium Enterprises

(MSME) signed a \ﬁ
@H&‘q,?{q:‘}ﬁ'{m‘qﬁ ( ) \-_' 3 Memorandum o fk .h‘
AT o 11 TR ol 73 fooedt & R Understanding (MoU) with the Department for
ST 9aT § 3T dadd 3R 3Tiafes SR fasmT Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade
(@311'"[341'% §ﬂ)a5FIT3TQ€F 5 (MoU) T - (DPIIT) at Vanijya Bhawan, New Delhi on
ugust 11. This partnership aims to accelerate
: August 11. This p hip ai 1
e o e FIIE w (qu-lé) the commercialization, quality
3 é.%W,WW ERCIEEX IR standardization, and global market access of
qggr 1 T T B 3H GHE & qed, SIS g-q@ 3R India's Geographical Indication (GI) products.
8 ; S5 37 T v e A ¥ Under this agreement, GI collectives and
' ‘ Y PR : 5 authorized users will be onboarded onto digital
Tedd H Telsied " ) ¥R commerce platforms, including the Open
TAHE 3T (SH) Aied fefSred atfors wiehid T Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC) and
sﬁg'[w'” %Wmﬁaﬁwwaﬁwqﬁ'{gﬁw% Government e-Marketplace (GeM), under a
: : unified "Bharat GI" banner. The initiative
SISO hT ST AT G TG T T S T bl THeT
' P’ ' integrates the One District One Product (ODOP)
T % fere o S ( ) Lkl ecosystem to support indigenous artisans and
aﬁ‘@ﬁ%ﬁ%l weavers while advancing the vision of
5@%‘3 Aatmanirbhar Bharat and Vocal for Local.
Key Points:

Torfcreh FEANT: 98 G JTo T ehd fRied sl dfaeh
TATIR T ST ok T 1999 o stferfrom o qed Sdftemgameet
o AT SITSTS USTIehUoT Gi<l T THUETHS WA shl Sed
EHECIEHINRIESIECI

Teforeet whishtor: STSIR ug= ot fore ot o TeTT Stk
et TRl I Tk FAMA "WRA SIS S % ded
ST T ST ST I AR ST

AT EET: I8 HIHEH TUrET HIhIHT, &HaT
fmfor iR Tl 9 Sidi AR YeRitEr § 6w
qrfier & OTem ¥ Uk el U I (ITEredY)
aTffeerfrehl o= ohi HSTeld i 2

Strategic Collaboration: The MoU bridges
DPIIT's legal GI registration framework under
the 1999 Act with the MSME Ministry's
enterprise support systems to scale localized

crafts globally.
Digital Integration: Authorised GI collectives

will be onboarded onto ONDC and GeM under a
dedicated "Bharat GI" banner to expand market

reach.
ODOP Alignment: The partnership strengthens

the One District One Product (ODOP)
ecosystem through quality standardization,
capacity building, and joint participation in

national and international trade expos
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g T forar foh 0 forderen § Suiiehredt & forg e
VT R TS oL T o Yk ST e 2l
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8.

Parliament passes Taxation and Other
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026

Parliament passed thef
Taxation and Other Laws

(Amendment) Bill, 2026, on

Tuesday 11 August after the
Rajya Sabha discussed and returned the
Money Bill (Article 109) to the Lok Sabha.
Moved by Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, the legislation replaces the
Income-tax (Amendment) Ordinance, 2026,
promulgated in June. It amends the Payment
and Settlement Systems Act, 2007, the Income-
tax Act, 2025, and the Finance Act, 2026.
Clarifying key provisions during the debate, the
Finance Minister assured that the bill does not
impose any tax or transaction charges on
Unified Payments Interface (UPI) users, keeping
the platform free for consumers. Additionally,
the government confirmed that no Merchant
Discount Rate (MDR) charges will be levied on
small merchants, supporting inclusive digital

growth and economic ease.

Key Points:

Legislative Passage: Parliament passed the
Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill,
2026, replacing the Income-tax (Amendment)

Ordinance promulgated on June 5, 2026.
Provisions for UPI: Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman explicitly clarified that the bill
contains no tax or transaction charges on UPI

payments for consumers.
Small Merchant Protection: The government

reiterated that no Merchant Discount Rate
(MDR) charges will be imposed on small
merchants to maintain digital payment

inclusivity.
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9.

China's Long March 7A Rocket Explodes
After Launch

China's 60-meter-tall Long
March 7A rocket exploded

roughly 85 seconds after
liftoff from the Wenchang

Space Launch Site on Hainan Island in the late

hours of 10 August. The rocket suffered a major
first-stage in-flight anomaly, resulting in a total
breakup and loss of its payload over the South
China Sea. The mission was carrying the
ChinaSat-4B (Zhongxing-4B) communications
satellite, which was designed to provide global
radio, television, and telecommunications
services. Operating on YF-100 liquid-fuel
engines, the Long March 7A is a key medium-
lift vehicle in China's orbital launch fleet. State
news agency Xinhua confirmed the mission
failure, stating that investigation into the cause
is underway. This marks the rocket's first
failure since its maiden flight malfunction in

March 2020.

Key Points:

In-Flight Exploding Anomaly: China's Long
March 7A rocket exploded ~85 seconds into
flight from Hainan's Wenchang Space Launch

Site during its first-stage burn.

Payload Loss: The rocket was carrying the
ChinaSat-4B (Zhongxing-4B) satellite,
designed for high-orbit telecommunications,

broadcasting, and voice data transmission.
Launch Vehicle History: The 60-meter-tall

medium-lift rocket utilizes YF-100 engines and
suffered its first operational failure since its

initial 2020 maiden launch mishap.
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dofifa®l of 3adt dne &t @A F Fue
HTHTT ST & el 3ol Ued BT IdT SBIT

AT SRl o ST 2026 A3 (- 2
ST Sl @Tet o FW 21-23 ferdfi <t
CRISKERERECICRitic] (EESE I

FY W AT SIS 9 T Il SR,
ST ueh To & 31fren wwr e s+t W 3Tt oo rehet
IR % 37 U T WIEH A § THIRI I TR
STRivg Sreur fo ST TR (CHTRATESTH) S Tt
1 M Fd §Y H-1 TCHARTE-TCHTHT, (NetRAD-
ASMA) AR & SR TSI fomar T=m om wem &
TeaTR, 3T SATAHAT (ST THIATH, FH2-3ETAR) HIX
ST % TIARSAEETE § 206.5 HEes TH TR died
ST TSR AZaeh o STThel o1 fo =57 3hleh, TTEeRaTati =
Fraffea fore o yermer-tamafe (wieehtieren) afafsrmet
o6 ST ATgHST T qiCE=roT, &iferst aiee 31 g sh il
# AR Ak IR AT GEF AT, S WRd™
JUTSUrehfeseler &3 § FHATT Heefr 37T TTehl st aHet
I AT TG

v fuig:

ST @IST: ST ST shT WIS o UL AT 25-30
foreft o fameR & wrdht = 21-23 forrft Y S8 W Uw
S Y Y shisd, HIeT SIS 0 2@ TS|
TR SToRTAT o6 STy aiferst argHeety aitaed, e
T S T SR ASH-6HG, q1g 597 o Ffigd g
HTferd off|
STE-EEATTA ST Bs-1 FHTATL]-UHTAT Tee o qed
TSI 39 ST H THIH Lo R (S8 TSR S dTet
1 THET TSR, HIEH o TToaT 371 3T 2T (T THUATH,
-3V shl MTftret feraT )
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10.

Scientists detect unusually thick ozone

layer over North Bay of Bengal
Indian scientists detected an ="

unusually thick ozone layer |- /
at a lower-than-normall"
altitude of 21-23 km over the | %+ & &
North Bay of Bengal, E—

persisting for over a day in August 2026.
Published in the American Geophysical Union's
Earth and Space Science journal, the study was
conducted during the Phase-I NetRAD-ASMA
campaign involving institutes like the
Aryabhatta Research Institute of Observational
Sciences (ARIES). By analyzing data from
weather balloons, satellite observations (Aura
MLS, INSAT-3DR), and a nationwide radar
network, including the 206.5 MHz ST Radar at
ARIES, Nainital, researchers determined that
atmospheric circulation, horizontal transport,
and downward air movement caused the
accumulation rather than photochemical
reactions, advancing understanding of
stratospheric ozone dynamics over the Indian
subtropical region.

Key Points:

Anomalous Discovery: An unusually
concentrated, thick ozone layer was observed
at 21-23 km altitude over the North Bay of

Bengal, well below the typical 25-30 km peak.
Atmospheric Transport Mechanism: The

enhancement persisted day and night and was
driven by horizontal atmospheric transport,
downward movement, and compression of
ozone-rich air masses rather than

photochemical processes.
Multi-Institutional Campaign: Conducted

under the Phase-I NetRAD-ASMA initiative, the
study combined ground radars (such as ARIES
Nainital's ST Radar), weather balloons, and
satellite data (Aura MLS, INSAT-3DR).
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Q2.

Q4.

Qs.

Q6.

G2t Y TTehTdeh GeerTeHeh ST i TET €U H

e 6t fra wa o R §?
(a) AATTHSA (b) ATIHSA
(c) HETHSA (d) THATTHEA

=9 I ChinaSat-4B SUTE & W4 T Long
March 7A Tehe @t forEr aiafier aewor g &
e fepaT am?

(a) SR SATE dTar Het

(b) ATEFH HATEE TAl=al T

(¢) IR TH AT T15E

(d) FemTEaEe A d

AR Hiem & fore s1oug § o fadass o
it @ <t feorw uferar st grerem= fera

22
(a) A= 109 (b) ITT=83 110
() FT=T 111 (d) 1= 112

O W WIMieTeh Tehdaeht (GI) o USilehiuT 37T
AT HREAUT Rt T i it et Tferf=ram ehtet
areg?

(a) TS AT SIS, 1999

(b) TR RTdTge TPt 1957

(c)Ude AT, 1970

(d) siMifeteR SueeT (Usfiertor 37T eeron) rferfay,
1999

W RETRT AT R ET R, ST 11 ST 2026 hT
Ueh STk 31ETd 3 9N 3TA-31HE ohl

FFARATT A TS R oA ?
(a) SFATTT (b)efise
(c) B (d) seferar

JTTET 2026 § NASA 7 ISRO &l U HF a9
HTHHH H I B o forg forer stawrsdia g
o qgd ATH I fohaT?
OEIRELERID]
(c) ATETHE THEid

(b) TEHTHAZIET 1979
(d) IR erE IR

Q1.

Q2.

Q3.

Q4.

Q5.

Q6.

The natural protective ozone layer of
the Earth is mainly located in which
layer of the atmosphere?

(a) Troposphere (b) Thermosphere

(c) Mesosphere (d) Stratosphere

From which space launch center did
China launch the Long March 7A rocket
carrying the ChinaSat-4B satellite?

(@) Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center

(b) Taiyuan Satellite Launch Center

(c) Wenchang Space Launch Site

(d) Xichang Satellite Launch Center

Which Article of the Indian Constitution
provides for the special procedure for
the passage of a Money Bill?

(a) Article 109 (b) Article 110
(c)Article 111 (d) Article 112

Which Act governs the registration and
legal protection of Geographical
Indications (GI) in India?

(a) Trade Marks Act, 1999

(b) Indian Copyright Act, 1957

(c) Patents Act, 1970

(d) Geographical Indications of Goods
(Registration and Protection) Act, 1999
What is the capital of Syria, where a
criminal court sentenced Bashar al-
Assad to death in absentia on August 11,
20267

(a) Aleppo (b) Damascus

(c) Homs (d) Idlib

Under which international framework
did NASA invite ISRO to join its Moon
Base programme in August 20267?

(a) Outer Space Treaty

(b) Moon Agreement, 1979

(c) Artemis Accords

(d) Copernicus Programme
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Qs8.

Q.

Q10.

JTET 2026 W SHT-TEAE WSl HINSR & 7Y
g AR fasam ger anfir weftd forer sree o T
HITEE?

(a) hIeThIAT (b) 5eTS

(c) =3 (d)shTege

THTEEE TIUE % WRA & gl fet dR ©
ferer Tt efifilca-Fama the wTam T 2?2

(a) forshm-S (b) SSLV-D2

(c) AT SOrTeD  (d) farshm-1

ITTET 2026 W U-23 HiAAe WiET SO0
el STATA R AT 82

(a) ST, TTHT (b) AT, TgSHRET

(c) el 3= (d) sififerm, Srete

HRAT AU &1 i |1 sgese 6ug @l fohdt
HISIET TS T AT, & qT HHG a5 6l 9w

T AT e?

(2) T3 | (b) =32
OEREER (d) SFT=eE 4

Q7.

Qs.

Qo.

Q1o0.

In which city are the 'Durga' and 'Divya’
Tunnel Boring Machines (TBMs)
deployed for the Joka-Esplanade Metro
Corridor in August 2026?

(a) Kolkata (b) Mumbai

(c) Chennai (d) Bengaluru

What is the name of Skyroot Aerospace's
first privately developed orbital-class
rocket in India?

(a) Vikram-S (b) SSLV-D2

(c) Agnibaan SOrTeD (d) Vikram-1
Where is the U-23 Commonwealth
Fencing Championship being held in
August2026?
(a) Accra, Ghana  (b) Lagos, Nigeria
(c) Nairobi, Kenya (d) Birmingham,
England

Which Article of the Indian Constitution
empowers Parliament to change the
name, area, or boundaries of an existing
state?

(a) Article 1
(c) Article 3

(b) Article 2
(d) Article 4

JXATT (Answer Key)
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